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¢he aims aod promo.
ted : oil;k;dmgt of society, has gained
upon demy . while growing wealth ln&
‘pmlpunty are pt:'ill"ﬂrfﬂ[ ;u‘ll]li'l.‘lﬂl of 'l?ﬂnlh-
tutional governmens. Lord Sﬂlﬂﬂ“.[‘hﬂﬁlﬂ oa
a joint committee of the Hﬂﬂ!ﬂ“ﬂf ords, is
d thﬂt*— Thﬁ MEI- .
sion of the vote was theonly traesecarity which |

an Englishman had for

and T0 typ." y

naighgurf:; {[gpublic, our Ir:.n?hma is con-
tracted—aad ] will not say not wisely so; bat
the grounds of comparison are unfavourable

£ of the

as respects us, The privileges of citizanship
offe there as to voting, we do not offer; |
but we on a similar policy, extend “ouar

franchise—ard thus root our institutions |

mere deeply in the affections of the people,
The objection which the fear of leading to

democracy offers, in excluding these intelli- |

t men from the franchize, is cqaally as
strong azainst educating the masses; for it is
well known that as education progresses it
causes the old conditions of socie*v t2 change
_the under strata of society workiag u g
wards. But who is there, on this ground,
would deny the people the blessings oi educa-
tion? 7. A fewwordsas to the moralgrounds of |
the argument, and [ have done. As a rale, |
it is not from this class that crime 18 recrnié-
ed, nor do they people our gaols and peni- |
tentigries. They popualate the churches, and
revere the Sabbath ; are ﬂ]ﬁmbﬁﬂ of Mechan.
.o's Institutes and Mercantile Library Asso-
cistions ; avail themselves of the benefis of a
free press ; patrouize cur lecture rooms ; in-
vest their savings in Building and other Sav-
jngs’ institutions ; and nuwmber among themour
embryo statesmen, lawyers, jadges, miais-
ters of the Gospel, merchants and manufac-
turers. 1t may ba said that thfh people of
Ontario would not conzent to this measure.
Sir, for my part, [ have a higher opinion of
ti’lE’ '!_-.EMFIE, of this e 'l.lﬂ.lt'.l"}' I Nor do I stand
alone in this opinion, for S3ir John A. Maec-
donald—a geutleman than whom probably
the country does not possess a shrewder ob- |
server of the signs of the times—(Uonsarva.
tive cheers)—in bis Election Bill iatroduced
at the recent geseion ﬁtthil House of Com

ns. proposes to give to all persons in re-
i?pt'nf a,ﬁﬂﬂﬂlﬂ of $i00 a year the righs
to vote. Turnmy proposition renand—look
at it—dissect it —and baving done sn, with
calm and dispassionate minds, uniuflaenced

by the glamour of party considerations, but
impressed with a desire to act justly, and L
fear not the reeult., (Uheers.) |

HON. MK. CAMERON said in offering a |

few words in opposition to the second rea 1-
ing of the Bill, he did not object to the spirit
or the view which the hon. member for Pres-
cott (Mr. Boyd), had advanced in refereuce
to the character of the class whom be wished
to benefit by his measure, but he objected
that the House, with all the knowledge thai
hsd been laid before it, had on two previous
occasions, voted against the introduction of
the measure, and he thought, therefore, that
it was not desirable in the absence of further
information, that it should be pressed upon
their consideration on the present occasion.
The arguments that had been offered to-
day had been offered before; nothing new
had been elicited to snow that any grave
Injustice, or any injustice whatever, except
of the sentimental character that had been
referred to, had been done to the class of the |
community that he wished to enfranchise.
(o all times past, at all events in this coun-
try, the franchise had only been accorded to |
property, property which was of a atable |
nature and character, that property which
was the permanent wealth of the couatry.
which did not move from place to place aad
never left the country, and which when the
voter left the country remained permanently
added to the wealth of the country. There
was no change that could be made in this |
matter 80 far as it struck his judgment, ex-
cept a change from a property qualification
to a universal suffrage. (Hear, lisar) It
would not be gainsaid thatnumbersof person .4
86, In number greater than those who
would be enfranchised by this measure,
would 8lill remain without the right of vo-
ting. buf on what priociple were they to
be deprived of that right? It would not
be contended that the man who had resided |
say five monthas in adistrict, would not be just
«& intelligent as a man who had resided for
+1x months. But if they abandoned tha prop
¢rty qualification they must in common sense
go to universal suffrage. He believed tha% |
the country was by no means ripe for such |
s thing. (Cheers) He would like to ask
the hen, member for Prescott whether the
amount of $400 of income stood in the same
value in the country as the sum of $100
dollars of real property. Income was only
certain 8o long as there were certain relation-
ships between the employer and the employ-
ed ; but property remained at all times. It
yherefore struck him that as nothing further
was advanced in favour of the Bill than had
been already answered, that the House shou'd
not corsent to its second reading. His hon.
friend (Mr, Boyd) had paid what he could
not but call a very sensible compliment, com-
ing, as it did, from a member ﬂfp his particu-
lar party, to the Conservatives, and also to
Sir John A. Macdonald ; but because Sir
Jobn A, Mascdonald had introduced a Bill
into the Dominion Parliament, a measure
granting the franchise to incomes, that was
no reason why the present House should
adopt it. 1If the Dominion Parliament had
adopted that, and 1t had become the law of
the land, then it might be fairly nrged as an
argunment that it should be adopted in the

Province, as it was not desirable that there |

thould be different franchises for the repre-
sentation of the people in this House and to
the House of Commons, But that measure
bad not yet become the law of the land—it
bhad not been pressed upon the consideration
of the country, and he was not aware that
there was any agitatlon in the country for
such a measure asthe hon. gentleman

red by the judge- |

FEEF

~ he did the recorded

the possession of life |
As contrasted with the |

..."' Hen valn
correct ge. (
been no agitation in oonnection with

n. gentleman had introduced the
measure into this Parliament, stultifying as
s of those hon.
members who had voted against it before, |
unless he could at the same time bring for- |
ward proof of some kind to show that the
vote which was given last session would be
ted unjustly in this. The gentlemsn
who would receive the francbise throu rh the
measure of his hon. friend were not suffsring
any injustice, they were not overburdened
by taxation more than the rest of the com-
munity, and so far as the legislation of tha
House last session was concernzd, it had been
favourable to income. The exemption had
been placed
see no reason ]
Perhaps in time they mig
sal suffrage, but e hoped it would not be so.
(Hear, hear.) He did not think tha} the ex-

to warrant the change proposed.
ht come to univer-

ample of the United States wasanexample that |

they were prepared to follow ia that resp=.%,

s 1N ﬂ'l].'. . .
rs.) But there «

at a higher amount, and he could

for he heard that there was not more cor-

' rupt legislatures in the world than those of

the United States, If that suatomeat wera
a alander |
was promulgated by the pubiic press of thab
country, and probably the very cirsumstance
that the franchise of that coaotry was uai-
versal, and that every one had a right to vote
might have led to that corruption, which he
hoped and believed would never exisi in ths
legislatures of this country. (Hear hear )

ith these few observations he thought that
this Bill should not be passed by the
House,

Hon. Mr, WOOD wiehed to say that in the
DominionParliament,into which a Bill had been
introduced as already referred to,it might be

. reasopable that there should be an Act with

respect to the franchise for the Dominion,the
provisions of which might not apply with
equal force In their own Province. I[n Nova

:}van that body, it was one waich |
g

Scotia and elsewhere the population was less t

in number and more scatbtered, and in order
to obtain a fair vote of the inhabitants
it was necessary to extend the §franchise
to classes which it was not thought proper,
with the surrounding circumstances, to ex-
tend it, and for that a Bill had been intro-
duced to extend the franchise; but whether
that Bill would become law or not, was yet
to be tested. He wished to call attention to
one fact, and that was, that they ought to
be consistent in this matter. He balieved
that his training and habits of thought were
as liberal as that of almost any one in the
House; but he had not yet come to the con-
clusion that manhood suffrage should be
adopted in this Province. His opinion had
been, and he thought it was the opinion of
both parties, for a number of years, that taey
had gone, if anything, a little too far in the
extensionof the franchise, (Hear, hear). 1n
Municipal institutions, where the greater

art of their dealings were in the matter of

nance—to which these Local Legislatures

bore some resemblance, their powers beinz
almost restricted to financial questions —no
one would think of having a qualification
which was not baced on a property gualifi-
cation; but there was some differenze in the
matter of the franchise in references to the
Dominion. Everyone paid taxes in the shape

of customs, &c., to the Dominion, and therefore |

an argument might be applied to that House
which would not apply with the same force
: F this
:-l...

vith resp-et to the constituton
Heuee, or to Aunicipal institutions
wanted to kpow from the hon. membar for
Priscott (My B +d) how he rechnciic! a
high falu 1ig sensiments which tiwed fram
the fact tat be

hiip aa & Adiarr! ey, with

would give th franchise to a map who 8in -
ply perze-sed an income of 34, watls he
derled 160 s man who was ltabile to shouller |

| 1s musket arsipat the eanemisa of his ¢una
iry. Sbhouid he not alsd have a v

Mr. MCKELLAR —Certainly ha saoun’ i !
ILLeE)S),

Hor, Mr. WOOD —~Well, the very muanl
yeu concede that principle, you 2o he.
yood the |prioeiple of the hon. imenb r
for Prescott, for every man who was 2l
years of aze, and was located in the couatry,
was liable to be called out to defend the
courtry. (Cheerr,) Then the maa who was
hable to etatute labour or poll tax. as well as
to military daty, should most certainly have
the franchise. [f 8o, it simply comes to this,
that the pruposition was an arbitrary one al-
together. For the reasons he had stated,
and also for those which had been ursed so
ably by the hon Provincial Secretary, he was
oppoged to the second read ng, thinking that,
at any rate, they might leave the ¢uestina
alone untul they saw the actiom of the Do-
minion Parliament on it. (Cheers )

| Mr. FERRIER should vote against the
' the Bill in consequence of the reductionin

yha

in reterence to which he gave. He could not
understavd how any person with sach a
small inceme ag $200 a year could consider it
a preat gl’iﬂ\mncg to be dﬂ'[}ri,!fi‘d of a vote.
\f & person were in receipt of the income pro-
posed, he would he very well able t) own or

occupy property of the rental now re-
quired.

| Mr. OLIVER disputed some of the state-

ments of the hon member for Centre Welliag-
ton (Mr. Ferrier) with reference to the
amount of qualification in the Assessmoent
Acts of last and previous years ; and then
proceeded to say that the hon Secretary had
asked if the supporters of the Bill would com-
pare $400 of actual property against $100 of
money.  But it was not the intsution of the
Eﬂ], which pllcul 34!}{} of income a%

real property to that
aaid that it shoald I o

been alread

the ground that

introduced, to show that it was in any way
dﬂirﬂl. Thﬂfﬂ h.'ld h@un Tﬁr? {few Pﬂtitiﬂn‘.
During the last session of  Parllament he
thought there were one or two petitions pre-
gen one of them he knew came from the
city of Toronto, and thig year they had

no petitions on the subject at all.

Mr., BOYD—There wag no petition in

the

favour of Act of Confederation

(Cheers.)

Hon. Mr. CAMERQY gqiq although it w.8 ||
petitions in re-
also true

that there had

%0 that ol 06D 1O

yet it was

true
ference

—

new thing to the Hounse,

that the country wa.
~ tepsion of the ffanuh{;:a-pm?
that a hine counld he drawn
of the franchisy ae well
perty.

Hon. My, WOOD—But why not
those who are liable ¢ militar}; duty ?

somewhere,

i ‘:ﬂ::::n,‘n'ﬁtrgd the whole of the hon

agalast
It had also been

give it to
Mr. OLIVER said the line must be dravn
thi and could be as easily drawn in
6 matter as in that of real propsrty; and

8 argument that there was no

the amount of (ualification, soms statistics |

e

=2

tured upon the (juestion, and that it was a |
; But he was now
prepared to admit, after due consideration,
ared for this ex-
le thought, also,
in this deseription
as in that of pro-

i —

| versal suflrage,

_ . hy  the second reading of this
'E'Olht'l, and he could not concelve WY | . have great gratification in

- the single exception of th
It had been bis full intention t,

- been too quick for him.
, h1naw tbat the wise men came from the
| East, ard he was glad to see that the wise

. words »e batim.

tion marks. (Lound laughter )

| requence of the very able statement of the

. where,

' country.
favour of extending the franchise too far,

| fit of the country as any other class,
' #hould support this Bill, and any one of a |

nalting place bebween this motion a0 unl:

Mr. PERRY said he did not rige to oppose

I W # i
since he discovered in it a crea s i, oo

tur 1 .
He found that the words of tt::%ﬂ]l??;:h

. _ _ e am .
tioned, were identical with the mﬁ::m::a:a

had the honour to move last year. (Cheers.)

: bring for-
wird the matter again; but his hon frgianﬂ-

the member for Prescott (Mr, Boyd) had
(Laughter,) They

man from the East bad seen fit to adopt his

Hon. Mr. WOOD—Without giving quota-

Mr, PERRY said if he did not introduc>
tke Bill, be should, however, humbly sup-

port if. (Hear, hear.) He should not trounle
the Houte with any lengthy remarks, in con-

hon. member for Prescott. 1t had been asked

Bill, but should

why they should not extend the franchise to
thcee who performed statute labour, and so
forth. He could only say that he was not a
believer in universal suffrage, and he thought
tbat there must be a line drawn some-

Still, he did not believe that
was any Dbenefit alned by
striking out the most intelligent por-
tion of the community from the exercise
of the franchize,

there

intelligent class of men who were now

- virtuelly diefranchised through not being
~ poseesged of real estate.

any reascn for denying this extenmsion, and
be could hardly believe it possible that a
popular Legislature like this would reject
the gecond reading of thie popular measure.

For his own part he should support the Bill |

throvgh all its stages, and at every oppor-
tunity, with a great deal of pleasure. (Hear,

. hear),

Hon. Mr. McMURRICH supported the
Eill because he hbelieved it extended the
frapchise to a class who were better able to

exercise it and more worthy of it than many |
who now had it. With regard to the amonant |

stated in the Bill, he would place it rather
higher, but that was a matter which could
be remedied in after stages ; and as to the
objection that this class was ‘‘ here to-day
and gone to-morrow,” he did not think it
any objection at all, becanse our $30 wvoters
were just a8 unstable and changeable, and
even more s0 than the class referred to, who
were composed of merchants and banking
clerks, and were as respectable a body of
men as could be pointed to, and as intelli-
gent and as cap ble of exercising the fran-
chise judiciously .nd for the beunefit of the
(Hear, hear) He was not in

and he supported the Bill because he thonght
it bad been extended too far already. This
might seem somewhat of a contradiction,
but be would explain 1t, They gave a person
a vote who payed 330 house rent; that was
not real estate, although it was professed
that he did possess real property. Bat the
fact was that it was real property and
personalty combined, and 1if they car-
ried cut that principle completely they
must give more votes to a man
who owned §10,000, than to the man who
owped $100.
Iid objection to %iving the franchize to the
clase proposed, who were as loyal and as ca-
pable of exercising the franchise to ths bene-
He

like character.

Mr. CLARKE said, il the present Bill was |
. esrried, it would be impossinle to draw a

- line which would not admit to the franchise

~ a considerable number of men whom, at pre-

sent, it would be better to exclude. In this

. and in the old country, the sole qualification

for the franchise was the ownership or occu-
paticn of real estate,—one reason of which
was, that it was available to taxation; ano-
ther being, that the owners and occupiers of
real estate were considered the most consi-

derable of the community that class, and |

whose opinions were of the greatest valua,
Another, and a stronger reason, was that the

value of it was easily ascertainable, and with

| certainty, and that certainty existed in no
. other description of qualification whatever,
' The duty of the assessor in fixing the value
- of thia description of property was easy, and

could be done with certainty; but in the case
proposed, the value could not be so ascer-
tained. A man could come to the assessor,

thus claim the franchise, and the assessor
conld not refuse to grant it, because the fact
might be alone and entirely in the knowledge
of the man himself. (Hear, hear.) He
claimed that the word income would bear a

for Prescott put upon it. 1t was not only
the man who received that salary every year,
or whose average receipts amounted to $400
a year, but it included anyone whose re-
ceipts from nnﬁthing, or acquired in any way,
amounted to that sum.,

Mr. BOY D—Certainly.

Mr. CLABKE—Taken in that sense every
perzon in the community has an income.

Mr, McKELLAR—Of how much, (Laugh-
ter )

Mr. CLARKE said the pauper ani the
thief had an income. And if any person
aprolied to the assessor, and deposed that
he had a certain income, they must give
him the franchise. The uncertainty of the

~ qualification would p'ace great opportunities

for corrupt practices in the hands of un-
scrupulous persons who could by means of
the provisions of this Bill create any number
of vcters. No objection could be takea to
the application of persons for this
franchice, because it often happened that a

- man’s income was only known to himself;

:nd there were also thousands of
' cssee where men did not even know
tte amount of their own incomes,

 univei 84l suffrage.

' ard who was to decide in such case.
| The effect of admitting the income tranchise

of this Bill would be almost equivalent to
The difference would be
0 slight that {hey might as well go the

whole length of universal suffrage at once. |
.| There was no demand made for ;
| | the elective franchise by the classes proposed

mission to

; Spoakirg for his own |
dietrict, be could say that the measure was |
& most popular one, and would when passed
- give the franchise to a most respectable and ,

He could not sce |

He thought there was no va- |

1 sub divided

| to-day and away to-morrow,

to be admitted by this Bill, They might b
mto two classes—merchanty’
clerk :&

settl pulation who lived in saloons, ho-
tels and boarding-houses, and might be here

that the first class should be admitted oa the

ground of intelligence. How could we know
that, except by an examination as to intel-

an examination was impossible. Hitherto,

and say his income was $400 a year, and |

wider interpretation than the hon. member °

TS

k.

| bronght forward this question.

been measured by the possession of a certain
smount of property, and if one of these
young mwen had the wntelligence claimed, and
valued the franchise, it surely would not be
difiicult for him to entitle himself by ac-
quiring the uecessary amount of property.
! As to the second class—the shifting popula-
lation—he thought there could be no greater
evil than to admit’ them into the body po-
litic s electors. He was not afraid of trust-
ing the people of Canada. The presect elec-

Imr_ai bady was the ﬁwapla of Canada—
excluding only a limited class, to
| wbom the peoplo of Casada aid not

~ W & m -
o1 an income franchise; but it should be re.

franchices of this kind —were proposed to th= |
:.'.i.' |

English Heuoee of Commons they weére una
nously rej cted,

Mr. GOW thought the hon. member for
C ntre Wellingten (Mr. Ferrier) had nob read
t e Bill corr-cily, As he (Mr. Gow) uuder-
etood the bill, all those rated for 3200 2390
a d $400, respectively, would bs entitlad to
tbe nenchise, But by the Asscisment Law
~tly the su:plus over $400 was rated. There.
fere the incime, to entitle to the franchise
wust be of the amounts named, in excess of
S$400 (Cries of No! no!) Thouch this made
tre frapchise higher than he would like to
have it, he would support the Bill, beiag iun
favour of the principle, and trusting that tae
detuils might e modified in Committee
The arguments of the mover of the Biil he
cousidered to be unacswerable, and he did
uot feel that they had been answered in any
degree by the remarks from the other side of
the House, It had been suggested by tae
Provircial Secretary and by the Treasurer
that there could be no stopping midway be-
tweenthe present Biil and universal suff-ave,
He could ot see that that argumont was any
more applicable to this Bill than it was to
the existing system. It was said that the
B:)l drew an arbitrary line. The line was no
more arbitiary than that of the existine
fravchise. When it was said that in villages

.-

* 10 property under the value of £300 would

¢ntitie to the franchise—that property of the
value of 5209 would not—was not that draw-
ing an arbitrary line? He was of opinion
that the clasees referred to in the Bill were
fairly entitled to the franchise, and might be

safely entrusted with it, whether we looked |

| as regarded the franchise, intelligencs had |

ccpeider it safe to entrust the franchise. The |
member for Prescott hed guoted theaon vions |
of eove enuinent Eoglish statesmen 1n favour

bankers’ clerks, &c.—and the un. | -

1t was claimed

t embered, these were merely epiaiong—they |
Lad not become law in England. When wha}; |
were called the Fancy f'ranchises—including |

to their intelligence, their sobriety, their |

general good conduet, or their poaia
tion 1o toe country. The Treasurer had
| Btated that the fceling ¢f the country was,
that we bad gone a little too far alreadv n
the éieciion of extending the franchise
This was his (Mr. Gow's) own feeling, and
he tupported the Bill because he believed it
would bring in a class who would act as a
ceunterpolse to the 1ntluence of classes, whom
the existing franchise had, perhaps, i1mprop
| erly admisted, (Hear, hear.) As re:iarded
 in‘elligence, therei could be no comparizon
Letween the intelligence of the man who
| merely eccupied a property worth 33 ) and
| tbat of the man who was in receipt of an in-
' come of the value of $400, 8600, or 31,000,
Hop, Mr. WOOD-—We want to encourage
rettlers, All ibat the people in receipt of in-
comes have to do to eutitle taum to tae
[ravckise, is to get a bouse,

Mr. GOW, in conclusion, repeated that he

' boped the Bill would pass, and that to that |
end they would have the aid of the member |
| for Centre Wellington (Mr, Ferrier). .

COMMITTEE OF ELECTIONS.

Mesers McMuarrich, Cumberland, Gow,
P yd and Clarke, were here sworn at the
Clerk's table as members of the General
Committee of Electious,

DEBATE RESUMED.

Mr. McCALL (Norfolk) said he had come
{0 the conclusion to oppose this Bill. Lt
scgsion the property qualification of members
was done away wit.{l He felt then that that

y iravchise to

. by ballot He had heard to-day very
little argument adduced in favour of |
¢xtending  the fravchise to the clus
| of persors referred to in the Bill,

read a second time, but that it be real a
| second time this day six months

Secorded by Mr. CARNEGIE.

{  Mr, CURRILE eaid he did not rise to op-
E pose the second reading of the Bill He did
' pot think the member for Oxford (Mr. Perry)
| wzs entitled to all the credit of having
If he re-
membered aright it was the memberfor Both-
well (Mr, McKellar) who first suggested the

would go further than this Bill. He saw
po reason why an intelligent marchany carry-
1

Lagrented from month to munth,' should not
have the franchise, if It were given to his

that offer now,

I'e bogged to move that the Bill be not now |

provisions of this Bill to the Committee ou |
- | Municipal Institutions, But he (Mr. Currie)

be would support it, provided he wouid go
also for making chattel property eatitle %o
| the franchise; and he was ready %o repeat
(Hear, hear.) The mewmber
 for Geenville (Mr, Clarke) bad laid great
' strees in his argument on the assertion that

lectual ability and acquirements? Andsach =

|

. wovld be a step towards a discussion of these |
mattere, invilving the extension of the |
universal suffrape and vote |

on business in a building which |

clerk because he had a salary of §200, Whea |
the member for Bothwell made his proposi-
tion to the Committee, he (Mr, Currie) stated

the aesessor would be obliged to take the

asrested for income,

\ geressor the right to exercise his own judg-

v ent on the statement of the party wishing
te be : ssessed. o
Mr. CLARKE -'ow is the aszessor to
' now ?

L LB e

2 Mr. CURRIE said the assesgor in the vil- &
| ' ge, township, or town, a8

o statement of the party wishing $o be |
Sise Btflt the law g:ve the

‘_'

the case might | 88
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