| than there, and very little probability that
" | (Hear, hear.)

! golved mech

. for centuries, if ever, this can be otherwise.
In the Mother Country the
ratio of property-hoiders to the population
has been steadily decreasing for centuries.
- At the close of the 11th century, in England,
William the Conqueror had a general survey
made of all the lands in the kingdom, and
out of a population of about one and a half
million the landholders numbered 45,706
In 1688, six centuries after the d:ath of Wil-
liam, out of & population of five and a-half |
- millions the freeholders numbered only from
- 160,000 to 170,000; and in 1861 the census in
. Great Britain show that while the population
in England was twenty millions or a little
over, the landed proprietors had decreased to
only 39,776; so that the whole landed pro-
perty «f Epgland is owned by less than one-
six-hurdred and fifty-third part of the people,
And yet, in view of this fact, the 1sst Reform
mestwre, which so largely admitted to the
franchise the working classes, as well as the
Act of 1832, has not, in the least, jeuglrdixad
or damaged the interests of the landed pro-
' Drictore, If so little to fear there, how much
| lezs here, where owners of real estate are so
| *n.menteiy in the majority? (Hear, hear.)
ll Ndither in this, nor in any other country of
, which I bave any knowledge, have the per-
| 8018 that would be admitted by this Bul to
' the franckise, given the least ground to sup
pote that its possession would be abused, nor
that 1t was not perfectly safe to entrust them
with it. (Cheers) 3 Another objaction is
that they do not yet gers that htness
which wovld qualify them for the exercise of
the franchise, and that were they admitted
to it they would be coerced into voting one
way rather than another. It is at once ad-
mitted that if fitness is to be gauged by the
posceseion of real estate or its occapancy, the
ol jection is well taken; but surely no one in
thie age, in this country, wonld be supposed
to Jay ¢own as an unbending iron rale what
even thoughtful and leading men in Eogland
bave abandoned —the country, Sir, from
which we profess to take our political inspi-
ratior,and upon whose conatitutional maxims .'
atd practices we so largely depend for guid- |
ance,  The march of public opinion in the
United Kingdom has alike irfluenced the
men of 1he two great political parties in that
- ccuctry, for leading statesmen on both sides
have given in their adhesion, long since, to
- the deetripe which is now being advocated —
~ that occupation and tenure are not the only
- terts of fitnees for the franchise. In the year
1854, Lord Jobn Russell proposed a Re-
' foom Bill, in which several new franchises
were to be added so as fto modify the hard
| unifermity of the household franchise—a
ralary of £100 a year—an income of £10 a
year frem dividends—the payment of forty
shillings in certain taxes—a degree at any of
Universities, and £50 in a Savings Bank,
Then in 1859, by the Government of Lord
Derby, that noble Lord, being then the leader
of the great Conservative party, a Bill was
introduced, the principles of which were ex.
plaived by Mr. Dieraeli, 1t was proposed,
with other changes, to give the franchise to
thoee possessed ot £10 a year from dividends,
£60 in a Savings Bank, or a pension of £20
lodgers paying £20 a year, gradustes of all
~ Universities, ministers of religion of every
denomination, members of the legal profes-
ston in all its branches, registered medical
practitioners, and school masters holding a
certificate from the Privy Counncil were to be
entitled to vote wherever they were resident.
Mr. Gladstone, on the 12th arch, 1866, in
speaking about the Savings' Bank franchise,
used the following words :—*‘It has those
advantages, first of all, as far as it goes i
meets a feeling prevalent in the country, and |
a feeling to which we are disposed to give
effec’ as far as we can without the saorifics |
of more important ends and aims, a feeling
that it is desirable to include within the con.
stitutional body by the method of what [
might call epontaneous selections, some who
could not be included by any other method
- of franchbise you could adopt, founded upon
the old principle of occupation and tenure "
Now, certaivly it is true, it must be true, it
ie beyend all reasonabls doubt or question, |

although the nature of Savings Banks does | |
| nob allow us to offer any demonatration of it, |
it is true without any doubt that prudenf:
babits epable many persons in early youth
many in very humble circumstances, uu.n_{-
vot having any independent holding, to amass
their little stores by the time they come to
legal aze, and thereby as we think qual-
iy tkcmselves for taking part in the choica
(I thoce who are tu govern the country,” |
Ard Mr. Disraeli says, “This public fane- |
tion sheuld be conferred on those who fultil
- public dutics, 1t ia not merely contributing
. to the public funds, but bearing public bur-
dens, which canrot be borne without the ful-
hlment of a public duty, and being placed in
A positicn In life which admits of the per-
tormance of the duties of citizenship, which = |
qualily fer the exercise of this function ” |
' Further—*] think I have a right to say with |
corfidence that on the whole the payment of |
raits 's a very fair test of propriety of con-
duct on the part of the person who exercises
that function, more especially if, though
adopted as a first elemens ot the qualification
'n the franchise, it be accompanied by a con-
dition of an adequate period of residence.”
Sir, 1 should be chargeable with an attempt
to degrade the franchise, in tha extension
aimed at in the Bill now before the House
Ir did I not avail myself of the safe-guards uuﬂ’- |
gested by the words of the ri_ht hon gentle- |
! man whom 1 have jiat quated, nawmely, pay-
: ment of ra:tta and resideuvce The fra.u'cni:m
| may be viewed in a two-fold aspect—as a
’,‘ trust and as & 1ight,
system of lawe aim at fitting men for its
poesession and its exercise, our municipal
| laws, our educational sy stem, aim at
| productng  or  begetting ntness, and
when we have trained them —are training
them for theuse and forthe peesessionof polit-
. ical power—we deny them what has become
theirs as a ri_ht, becaunse they meet the con-
ditions of fitness. Maoy of these shewed
they were fit to be trusied in the defence
- of the country ; they proved they ware
fit to 1 0 ild the character of the children ot |
the land. They have tested their ability
h In manipulating nice questions of
finance; have proved their knowledge of th
. principles of coromerce and the currents of
. trade to be ﬂpcr:laut ; have discussed aad
ed 1ani roblems :
i their fitness in the ulg of -qturh::idtil::ld
pass, and in those handicrafts by which their

t_nca ‘0 6arn a comfortable living has |

' tal. (Cheers) -
' of this Legisiatlure towards this class of men
. —if this be the estimate put upon what they |
~are, what they have doue, what they are ca-

' pamed in the Bill.

| not epjoy the franchise.

. nhgaa men to act in
being of this Province ?

€nt upom the stability of our inatity::
Their daily bread, tha} settlement ::-1;“:!;1?:- '
selves in life, the husbanding of the resources
of old age, ail depends u pon their fidelity o
the country, to our constitution
a stake ?
well what underlies commercia
| turing and agricultural
affects profits. They understand to s Certain |
| extent the currents of trade, what conserves

»e¢en put beyond oconjscture. 1ey have
proved their ability to bear and meet taxa
gion, carry a public burden, and, as the re-
sult of the use of brain and muscle, add
yearly to the capital of the couuntry. And
yet in the sense hitherto of the law, they are
pot fit to be trusted in ssying who shall go-

. vern the country ; not fis to mould the char-
acter of our institutions ; not fit to decide

political questions, nor to solve administra-

' tive problems ; not fit to apply the principles
- of common eense and bonesty to the solu-

tion of constitutional difficulties, nor of any
more uee thau, like beasts of burden, to
add to other's wealth and the country's capi-
8ir, if these are the feelings

abie ef doing, the very walls of this cham-
Eer would «ry out shawe, for it would be a

' shzme to think or say that men so fit, are not

fit ; that the mere ococupsncy of a little tene-
ment raled 80 a8 to come within the limit of
the franckise, makes its occupant, who may
be ignorant— who may be unable to write or
read, and, in a moral point of view, worse—
more worthy of the franchise than men a
thousand fold hia superior. Neither pro-
perty nor rank ; meither character nor re-
ligion, forbid their exclusion, nor prove their
unfitrers, Kut it may be said that to be
consistent, 1 should have provided that all
who pay taxes on income, irrespective of the
amcunt rated, shculd have a vote, especially
as the fitness laid down will be found to ex-
ist ameng those not rated for the amount
With equal propriety, 1
might, in reply, say—why not give the fran-
chise to all real estate holders or owners,
irrespective of the amount for which they
may be rated on the assessment roll? The
reaton to be given for not doing this, will
fully answer any charge of inconsistency shat
may on this score be brought against the
Bill. And the reason is simply this : that
while the ep:rit of the Constitution aims at
fitness 1n tbe possessor of the franchise, it
does something more. It seeks to preserva a
balance in the representation of the couatry
by declaring who are voters—dealing with
the matter as a question of degree, that all
above a certain amount are so, and all below
are not. If all who are rated for real
estate, irrespective of some fixed sum, had

the franchise, the balance of power would be |
. much more uncqual than it now is ; the ine- |
- quality of the thing would be more intensely
| aggravated ; and exactly is it on the same

principle that, with regard to men rated for
- lKcomne,

As to the fear of coercion being employed to
. compel men to vote one way rather than
' another, this 18 mere conjecture,
. deubt cases would occur where pressare
- brought to bear upon employes, might have

1 venture to draw the line.
Without

this effect ; but if this bea well-founded
objection against the recognition of income
franchise, it is equally forcible as against
employes enjoying household franchise, Bat
18 it & matter of fact that coercion generally
prevails now as respects employes, Not so,

and even if there were instances hereand |
 there—where it was resorted to—these excep-

tional cases would not, nor could they vio-
late the general rule. I have known men
assert their independence and maintain it at
all hazards ; and more, 1 think 1t a shallow
argument indeed, to suppose that employers
consulttheir own interests o lightly that use-
fulservante, useful assistants should be turned

- off because of the use of their liberty and the
 assertion of freedom of opinion. In engaging

a clerk or a teacher, alabourer or a mechanic
a foreman or a manager, who is there that
allows political reasous for one moment to

- enter into the estimate of the valus or work

of these to an employer,or allows such a con-
sideravion to determine a choice of persons.
The case was well put when the foliowing
worde were used on this point —*“ Ag 3 rale,
the mercantileand professional classes of em.
ployers are very listle disposed to inqaire in-
to the political faith of their servaats : no

i more in fact than into their religious creeds

The principal aita of such is dounotless to gel
good and reliable workmen and clerks, and if
they get these, we venture to think they trou-
blethemselves very little about the other ques-
tion.”  Kven that such a thing were possi-
ble, or that employers were disposed to use
coeicion, dous it follow that for this there
were no remedy? Inthe United Kingdom,
now under the working of the law ** for the
prevertion of corrupt practices at Parlis
me1ntary elections,” coercion or intimidation
upseate the candidate on whose behalf they
may bave been employed. In this counbry
a Bmilar remedy could easily be apohed o a
correaponding practice. (Hear, hear). 4
It hae be:n urged that these men, not hay
Ing a sufficient stake in the country, should
_ I have yet to learn
that the meohanie, earning from eight to tey
or twelve dollars a week, and who by the
sweak of bis brow is adding to the pablie
wealth that those who aid others in builq.
ing coloses]l fortunes—that the accountnt
who by his skill in financial Opsrations as-
sists his employer to reap golden harvesty—
that teachcrs who by educating tha yonth of
the land, are laying foundations of solid and
‘manent advaucement—and that the
abourer, who by his manual forcs suhdnes
the soll or briugs out of tha forest its valua
ble products—hae a less stake in the coun
try than the man who happens in a sy to

occupy A temement rated at four hundred

dollars, or in a town at three hundred dol-

lars, or in the country lease 1
' two hundred dﬂ"."'r ¢ land rated at

An o teank o wloals :lde at all, take position, character, utility,

If comparison is to be

€fulness take results as the orite
value,as the teat of stake,and if th: uuraiut?n::

:ﬂi:;l:qual the ether in merit, then [ know not

- Not a sufficient stake in the couutry!
| E:ﬂpﬂlltlun 18 grossly absurd.

a stake in the country means

The

Where would
, the motive for
opposition to the well
Their all ig depond-

or whence would come,

I8 nos this
konow full
_ manufac

pr ﬂlpﬂﬂtj" what

(Hear, hear.) 'The

abour, what influences control the laws of

demand and suppl
i ¥, and above all what 4ff,
| the eredit of she mlintrr. It is their inh::::

— | e . more than even those who revel in wealth

| or pnen more moderately, thal perman-

| ency and P
| updertaking ¥

I
'f

| Jocat oo

| or manufacturers, or multitudes

: that a Representative
' of the people; it is e
| constitution of the

| mm:e respect paid them tfm th

' those who bave not, Thi
; his frequently pe
._ d :':“h:m: we find not a little dr;q Y being

| 88 things now g
: vince, for ' taxed minﬂ:;T

how readily

ss be stamped upon every
m%:'- has for its object the mate.

rial advantage of the country. [t is to their

| interest that vice be repressed and social
" order prevail,

that economy in tl;a A.dm?i
ion of the country exist, that public
?J:;;ns h{?leeaaned. that the rights ot pro-
rty be respected, lmj the laws _nf the
and be maintained. Is it not true—it must
be true—that what affects their intereste will
regulate their conduct, that what determines
their future conduct, will be the maxims
that guide themand their modes of life (Hear )
Having thus noticed some of the principal
objections which may be presented against
the Bill, a brief reference may be made to
the grounds on which the admission of these
men to the franchise is, not only right, but

' just. On the ground of their value to the

State, and what they directly contribute to
its requirements ; because dthﬁi;; iiﬂluagnn ia
not equitable, on the ground that there 1s no
mn:fcting link between this class and the

representatives in this House; and no respon-

gibility, because without it there cannot be
representative harmony as between this
olaes and other classes; on the ground of

will give strength to our free instibutions ;
and on moral grounds, A few remarks on
each of these points—and I will have done,
Ist. As to their value to the State, and what
they contribute to its requirements, 1f they
were paupers and a burden to the country,
rather than a benefit to it; were they a draw
upon its resources, rather than contributors
to these resources, then L could underatand
why their exclusion from the franchise might
be justified. But when in every sense, as far
as required, they sustain our institutions and
furnish their share of the rsvenus, both for
1 ceneral nurpnacs, we cannas ha L
astray in finding an estimate by which thei
valuuy to the n%mntry may be determined,
Their cortributions, however, are not to be
calculated by mere dollara and cents,
for they are contributora in all that maks,
a pation great ; and not the least of
these—force of character, mental power, skill,
energy, endurance and enterprise—qualities
| withcut which a ravion, while rick, 1s poor;
however proud, is menial.  Not only are
their possessions—their edrnings —everythiog
they have, in a cerfain sense—pledged, in
proportion to their ability, to meet every de-
mand of the State; but life and limb are
pledged. (Cheers). 2 Their exclusion is
not cquitable. Discharging, up to the m:a.
gure of their ability, every claim presented
' them, and in not a few instances what they

|

tives :.a hese votes give

s
thom

| attention which too often is denied tho
| having no votes. For this there cannot |,

-

| any excuse ; for 1t there should be no op.
portunity. I do not mean for one moment
| to inewuate that thie or any other repre

their pu -suits in life, because their admisaiuu'{

give being largely in excess of what ma1y |

- who poeeess the tranchise contribute, their
~ aromalous position is one ef extreme inequal-

ity. Denial to these, who pay more—tiil |

positions of trust, are educatec, as compared @ |

with those who pay less,occupy but very sub-
. ordinate positions in life, and comparatively
- know much less—is virtual dagradation
This wholesale proscription is not fair; noris
it, in the judgment of the great political par
ties of England, just. In Australia, in Vie
toria—bBritish Colmiss—the ban has baen
| removed; and, to come nearer home, iu Nova
Scotia the dieparity of this thing has beas
wiped cut.  “There onght to be no
 parishs in a full grown and eivil
1zed nation : no persons disqualitied,
except through their own default, Cheers)
3 There is no connecting link betwesn this
claes, and the representatives in this House,

hence, and ae far ag these are concerned, no

| repreeentative responsibility, As far as these

- me¢n are concerved, they canvot in the true

seLs6 of representation, be said to be repre-
fented in this Chamber, inasmuch as they
have no way at the polls of aiving expression
to their opinions; por ean they potentially
express their approval or disapproval of 1aws
which may very materially affect their inger-
este, It will not meet the difficulty by say-
ing, that as long as the Government of the
country is well administered, it is a matter
of little importance who chose the represen-
tatives; that as long as good laws are mads,
and no oppreseion, more need not be required,
However this may be, it is very certain that
| where a people possess the right to self-
| Government, the right to govern themselves,

—they cannot be said to have this if denied |
the privilege of choosing those who make laws |

for them.

On this point it may be as well |

' to quote the opinions of gentlemen in Eag-
land, belonging to different political sides
' Sir Hugh Cairns, Conservative, says: —“The |

principle as I understand i is that Parlia-
' mert shall be the mirror—a reprasentation

of every class—not according to heads; not

nrmrﬂlqg to numbers; bug aceordiag to
- everything that gives weight and import.
- nce in the world without—sgo that the various
clasees of the country may be hsard, and
t!:mr views expressed fairly in the Housa of
Commons, without the possibility of any one
cless outnumbering  and reducing to
tilence all the other classes
Kingdom.” (Howard, 1866, Page 1463 )
representative body should be the jmao
the represented: nct that it should rlqa[;:?:e:if

| Property ouly, or farmers, qr merchants,

i ﬂnlj'; not

that it should govern with the pride of an

with the breath of trausient ity:
that it should unite aumawhftupulill:ir?;hhut
thivga and blend their various colours iE;:
&n agreeable picturs.” 4. Without the a.dn
tion of the franchise thers cannot be .y
ecntative harmony between thig all::ﬁpmé
other classes, Not only is it of impnth:;u

y be a mirpor
that in the

between the classes
Bear as may be, an eq
EXpression of opinion.
carnot be representative harmon
1t there will be lacking elemeng, u‘f
f::: hm the body represented, Experi
es that those who 082e88 power l::::

08¢ who haye

08¢ who haye

generally consulteq ghey

Wween the various clagses uﬂ;t:li'ﬁng

§
[n Euglmd 10 thll ‘Irly, tho mﬂuh‘npw P l"

to CHItﬂl!l the pmmr hﬂ].dﬂr. the wﬂlﬂ Camea

the mannfuturar; and is there n“rkr:::;'

in this p
men ¢o dis.
hl?iﬂg vo

répresent,.

trust real estate occupiers

in the
And Lord John Kussell, Reformer, says ““The |

isulated autocracy; or be carried to and fro |

* throne,
' which they live is after all more than gold
and silver, or more than fleets and armies, at

. acter.

| try, may bring to it henour and remown

| If those on whose behalf admission to the

| in 1832; the enlargement of

 for the attachment of the people to ths

| be some fuice in the objection. But how or

' recogpized by
| would lead to democracy. The people of

sentative body would knowingly make ua.
equal laws; but this [dosay, thatthe sooner we
break down the barrier existing in this coa-
nection between the people, the eooner al
classes will come practically o feel how close
is the community of interests that exists be.
tween them. 5.
strengthen their claim to the boon souzh;
In these there is found everything that cn.
titles them to a share in tae government of

the country. Look at the duties of citiz:n ‘

ship which they discharge. As teachers
theyeducateouryouth; arecharged withallthe
training and descipline of the young aad
rising generation; are moulding thsir char.
As volunteers they devote their time
to preparations for defence of home, alsir,
and country ; and hold themselves in readiess
at the note of alarm to take the field, As
filling positionsinour Banks, theyareenirustel
with the discharge of responsible duties, and
deal with questions of finance As assisting
in our commercial offices, warehouses, ana
gtores, they do what they cwva to
add to the publiz wealth and cea-
eral prosperity. As working 1a oar
manufactories, mills, workshops, aand fa:
tories, they are building up the trade of the
country, aud widening the circle of our com
mercial relatious. Tais class embracss many
a self-wade man; and for aught we caa
tell, has within 1t an embryo Elihu Bar.
rivs, Carey, or Watt, who, by the develop-
ment and application of their inveative
gentus to the diversified wauts of the coan-

6. Another ground, Sir, on which [ would
urge the clauns of these men on the attention
of the House 1s,thatthey would give strength
to our frce iusiitutions, It may be urged
thst this will lead to democracy and waaken
vhese safeguards that surround the Constiiu-
tion, 1 apprehend a very differeat result.

Iranchise 1s advocated were ignorant, com-
palativ rlr worthless and lawless, there mizht

in whet way their admission can lead tosu:h

Their pursuits in lifs |

pe:il, 1 am at a loss to conceive, The ghost,
which the word democracy has been made to
call up, bas been doing duty one hardly
knows how long. In England it has been
presged 1uto ecrvice on every concaivable oc-

. cagien when cfforts were being made to

widen the scope of the people’s freedom
'be sequel, however, has always proved that
he fears indulged were a mockery and a
-nave, The wider the fraachise of the pe»-
vle, the deeper has become their love to the
Fhrone; the more enlirged the liberty given,
the stronger the sffections of the people for
our beloved (Queen. I[t, Sir, waz a gross
ibel upon the people of the United Kingdom
t0 think or say that as power might beplaced
in their hands they would waotouly use it
in destroying the 1 stitutions under which

tbat power was piven them ; and equaliy |
18 1t a libel on the people of

Oatario
to say that if income franchise were
law, that recognition
thia country, withoutlaying spacial claims to
loy alty to our *“Free Iustitution,” wnay safely

 have said of them, that to-day they staud
. secend to pove in fealty to the Crown and

devotion to the form of government they en-

Joy. It is a calumny to suppose, as was sap

posed in Great Bratain, that the oaly defen-

- ders of the Constitution of which the count-y

can boast ate those whose rizht to vote rests
upon the scal.  Without doubt this Bill will
lncrease the power of the people, but [ deay
that the possession of increased power always
leads to democ ady, 1 it did, thea the
fewer entrusted with it the better, for by

joyed by giving the defence of a country's
mstitutions into the hands of an olizarchy,
And why should not the power of the

pecple be increased, if,

thread between the governed and the BOVein-
ing power. The old coaditions of franchise,

| here a8 well as elsewhere, may have answer.

ed years ago, but these are changing every
day. It will not do to say that the tradi-
tions of the Mother Country are against

changes of this character; nor to plead that
this is a departure from old and well-estab.
lished English constitutional rules and should
be avoided. The traditions of England are

~always in favour of the people, and English

 practice ever has been, though occasionally

slow in its application, to gauge everything

to be done, by good to the people and the
stability of the Crown. hese two
ends are someof thegreat objects of a Repre.
sentative Government such as ours ; and to
say that under every circumstance, no mas.
ter what change takes place, no matter
what new demands may be created by those

ed, is simply absurd. What of
Corn Laws ; the Act for Catholic E
pation ; Alterations in Trade and Naviga-
tion Laws ; the moulding of the

the settlement of the Irish Church Quaestion ;

years, old days, but not now, and the chances

inaugurated have proved by experience at
in

t
all these aimed at the good of the
the stability of the Crown. In upenﬁmgl:f :Eg

Franchise, M r.] Gladstone is reported as hay.
ing used the following words, an

pardoned quoting thuEu : e D e
were conferring a boon that wil] be felt and
rucigmeated in grateful attachment Give
to thece perrons new interests in the oon.
stitution, new interests which by the benif

cert processes of the laws of nature, and Pro
vidence shall beget in themnew attachments;

the institutions and the laws under

Ihgical sequence true safety could only been- |

“Doit as if you |

indeed, in-
crease in the number of votes adds to that |
power, when by our laws —our institutions |
as a whole— we are every day lessening the !

e e e W R S —

circumatances, those rulesmust be maintain- |

Repeal of the |
mmanci- |

Franchise; |
it recently;

all prove that old rules may be t{;ood for old |

1
|

~ once the strength, the Elﬂl‘,? and the “faty i

* of the land.” The opinion of another emin- |

rnli m mj. b'ﬁ quutgd . R

ent gentleman is also pertinent to the point,
and good

* Government, a generous policy and the devo-

r. ~ tion of rulers to the welfare

of the people,

~ are always met with general confidencs, loy-
0

. alty and contentment. The greas ends :
: ra{dum ul-n'hﬂm“d 10 30 enlighteped .
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