CANANOQUE WATEB POTER CC

Mr, GREELY moved that Blil No. 91,
relatlng to the Ganaucque Water Power
Compsany, bs re committed to Commlizeo of
the Whole for amendment,

The house went irto Committee—Mr,
Pardee in the chalr, The amendment pro-
posed was In the 16%h and 17 sh sections of the
Bill. The amendmen$s were reported,
adopted, and on motion of Mr, Greely, the
Blll waq read a third time and passed.

GOLD AND SILVER MINES

Hon. Mr. RICTHARDS moved thes seoond
| reading of Bill No. 117, relatiang to gold and
| allver mices. In dolog wo he referred

%0 the princlpal provisions of the
Bill, atating that the Bl «f 1864 was
ohlefly confined to gold mines. It
was ro} theasupprted that there were sllver
migses ; but the disocoverles on the north
shore ¢f LakeSup:rior showed that there was
' | & large amount of wealth there, The Gov-
ervmen$ found I8 necessary to make some
| pravision for the gold miulng reglons of the | ™
' | county of Hastiogs. The Acs of 1864, Instead ti
of a roysliy, impoted a fes, under which par-: | *!
ties wero allowed to work gold mlacs. This (1
had been practically a faliure. They now | P
proposed to substitute a miser’s llcenss and b
royalty. The Act also =pplied to both gold | ¥
axd silver mines, Regsrding the question of
royalty, he was aware there was a difference | o)
| | of opinior—3c¢ma holGivg tha$ minoral lands | e
'lshonld be put on the same footlog
ss  sgricultural  lands. He hela, |
bowever, that there were materlal | 1
diflarerots © When they gave grants of agri- |
onltural Jaod they expscted permanent
berefit to the conatry, bat with regsrd to
miceral landa no such sdvantages were
looked for. Th«y hed fixed 3 per ornt —or
5 cents an ounce—as the loweat standard.
Thas was the eams as fixed in Nova Sootia
It was also the 'ntention of tho Government,
i the gold-bearirg section proved richer the
Goveromen$ wonld feel jastified in doubling | ©
the amount of royalty in the sectlon. With | ¢
vegard to the minerals on the north shore, | ©
3 | the probabilities aro that the mices would be | ¥
very produotive, Tae Governmen' did not, | ®
howaover, ssk to go higher than teu per oent,, |
sod would fix the royalty at from three to | *
ten psr cent. Ip scme countries sn export | -
duty iz pald upon gold, and he saw no good :
t
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resson why the Government «f thls conctey
should givenp itsright In rezard to tho
mode of working., he stated that two olaesor
of pereons wera likcly to bhe ergaged
fa tho werk. These  ware the
miner and the  oapitallet, The
latter claze would ypurchass cmalderable
traots of terrlbory, and weuld be able to invast
funde which the poor micer had vot {n his
poss2ssion, They. propesed to divide the
terrifory acd al'ow privilegea o hoth olaseen
They proposed to glve the misers aminer’s
lease o allow them to prozpeot and have the
right to work anythiog he fourd fn the
clalm. With regard to quar'z they propes:d
that no person shall ba allowed to orush
. | quar'z withon® fakirg eut a licengse. The
. | 5L, he admitt:d, was uob & perlect one, and
X coly interded to tide over tll next gession ;

pvA darirg rext session a new Bill wonld be ¢
" | letroduced which ha hoped would ha mare
perfeot from the exporience cbtrined In the
workiog of these laws, If ho was In the
Government at that {lme Lo promised to
loiroduce something more adapted to the
country.
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minionerof Crown Landsas tothe importance
of the Bill, and was very mnoch surprised
that the Goverrmen$ brovght down such a
Biill on the very Jast day of the session,
They only had it in their handa about an
hour or twe, and yet they were arked to pags
{t. He was alive to the necesalty of dullnp '
with the mlaersl lavds, becatse it was ove of
the Iargeat Interests the Government had to
deal =ith ; yet be theught the Government
sthould have taken up the matter at an earlier |
» | atage in thesesslor, or thould have tided i |
. | over till pext ressior, without asklog the
‘t houte to adopt 15, He was not prepared for

the parsage of the Bill, 1t might ba geod or
froperfeot ; but in dealicg with so large and
importani a queation, he thought the Govern.
ment a:d the houwse ahculd more fully
oomvider what  they were dolng.
Basides the Commissloner admitted that the
Bill was not a perfeot ore, Uader all the
o'rcumetacces he thought that durirg the
next few mounths the Government might
desl with these miceral lands fn tho same
way as in the psst. Hoa bad looked at some
of the clasuses and thought them very ohjec-
tionable. The Commlesiorer proposed to
levy from three to ton per cent. Bat aup.
pose the miner made pothlog—what then ?
They bad all alorg been told, in referexce %o
all matters before the house, that having
only ope chamber, It was lmportant thas
there should be full dlscnsaion on all subjects.
He hoped then that the Commissloner had
only brought this down in order that an ex
pression of opinion might be had upom it,




