P8 OVCr W50 Urand iruik So Montreal as
a rula, Ii was very seldom-ihis happened ;

toersiore the argument abeut break of gauge
was mercly used a3 a weapon o defcat tte
measure. 1% was well kaown, too, to the
gentlemen takicg a posftion sgaloat this
moasure, tha$ there were a% prosent means
of »shifting the bex ocars o2 rallwaye
from one seb of Srucke to another, which
obviated muah of the aiffiulty abous gaunge.
Bab it was sald the narrow-gauge must not
be allowed, because 1! would iaserfere with
mili operationy ia the ocountry.
Now, his waé that evin the narrow-
road served tho couutry and furthered

fary operations better none a% all.

He would also ocall attention to the fact that
the member for Alg)ma—a oravert to the
military view of the question—1ad a oharter
in his pooket $o enable him %o open up this
seotlon of country for upwards of two years
past ; bul nothing had been done towards
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up the route ,nor would probably be
until end of time, notwithitan the
military reasons for its construction. But la
all prooabllisy this seatlon would not requlre
any militaryassistauoe fos ma.y y ears Socome,
;l.tl.l; was $o ht.or h&p:d there would mever
ocoaalon traneport of mili
stores through that seotion. The plea :‘z
lo "“3- urged merely to prevent thoss de-
e T s M
80. The coun
he conoeived, had no right tomtomm
projscting $his commercial enterprise, —men
who would carry I8 out without seeking one
sixpescs from the publlo treasvry—*‘ You
IIIII:;:O‘I have thiz Hne vruloss y;;. bulld it
on the most expensive gauge.” § geuge
would render the undertaking o~mpletely
useless sa » commercial speounlstion ; and he
ooncelved that a Leglalature like that of Oa.
tarlo would soarcely make use of that argu.
menk, He apprehended the good sense of
the House would give the responsible
men embarked Ia this unw:g
an opportunity of oonsiructiog th
llne on the three feet slx gauge it they found
o | 18 to thelr Interest to build i of that gaunge,
All that was asked for was simply the privi:
lege of conatruoting a road not less than three
foes six in gauge, They were noi at all con-
fined to that gauge it a wider one were found
to anawer better, As huslacss men, those
{n this enterprise would seek to bulld
their road as economically as posaible, and if
they became satlafied the broad gauge oould
ba bullt as cheaply as the narrow gauge, they
would not adopt tho latter, For this reason
13 appeared to him that the advoocates of the
broad gauge endoavoured to prove too much
In trylzg to prove that that gauge read
oould To bulls as cheap a3 the narrow
gauge, If that were the case, there
wonid be no fear, but ln sell-Intereat the
narrow gauge would be disea:dd. Mr, Read,
Enginesr of tho Great Weatern, had made
stassments belore she commiitee to ahow the
broad gauge to be ohesaper than the three
feeh slx--$hat all the additional work reauls.
ing from the wider gauge could be done, acd
e$ make a line with that gauge the cheapest.
0 a non-praciical man such a statement
seemed odd, IS struck him (Mr. Cameron)
in that light. Acd he found, when a gen-
tleman advocating the uarrow gauge, was
heard in reply, thas the statements made by
Mr. Read were on an erroneous basis alto-
gether; and when they had bhad
Mr., Fox, a  distiogulshed englncer,
before the Rallway C~mmittee, the tifio
goutleman who undertook to crose-queailon
Mr, Fox on this polnt, had $o cocfess that he
made very little out of Mr. Fox., He estab.
liahed olearly that these narrow-gauge lices
were oheaper and more beneficlal to those of
sms'l means than would be the broad gauge,
He (Mr. Uameron) hoped hon. gentlemen
haviog the interests of this section of coan-
try a$ would give $he promoters of this
enterprise power to comatruct their road on
the gauge tho‘i.n ¢ulred, that which had been
shown to be the oneapest and moet benefiolal
for such an enterprise.

Mz, OUMBERLAND sald the members f
the ession to which the honourable
g belonged, were very oareful thas {4
should contloue a close professiorn, ard were
dreadfully sensitive about any cutaide of she
profe:sion venturing an opinion on a matler
of law ; but they very listle respeot to
the opinions of the members of any other
profesasion, on matters within the sphere of
thas profession, when they happened to diffor
from thelr own pre-conocel notions. Ife
(Mr. Cumberland) begged %o repudiate alto:
| gether the ides $hat the way he was

wuppozed to represent regarded ihis llne as
in the slightest degree competitive, so far as
the service to Walkerton was covoerned, He
did not belleve the consiruotion of $his road
from Toronto Walkerton, whother on a broad
or a parrow ganze, would make §1,000 dit:
fo:enon at any ‘imeln the recelpis ol the
i} Northern rall way,

Bon. Mr., CAMERON—The branoh 'o
Owea Sound will,

M. CUMBERLAND Toudad to may
thas the sole reason why he took ‘he
grouad he did In ¢ matter was
thas, ax a member of this House, he
felt it his bounden duty to biiog all the ex-.
perlence ke possessed lu his special calling to
the aid of *he bouse and to the directi.n of
Lis own gcts as a member of it. He regarded
i3 az & (ublic duty to protest, and to fight
hacd so beud—uctil he loss the battle—
sgalust avy break of gauge, he cared nok
where, b log permitt-d in this country, The
advocates of this varrow gauge scheme re.
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