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| the member for Algoma in regard to ihe
mineral interess, and in the remarks of the
member for Ottawa on the timber limits.
Bat the statements o! the latter hon. gentle-
mao, from which it might be inferred that tae
agricultural land of the coun®ry had been
exhausted, were not correct ; and it wounld
be matter of regret it o unfounded an im®
pression should go abrosd ~ With some
modifioations and explanations Le thought
mgolloy of the Commissioner of Grown

s » good one. He had decided to give

one. He had decided $o give the free grautis
of 1and in those seotions, which were now
| unocoupled and beat adspted for settlement ;
and he had acted wisely. As to the Home-
stead Law, it oould hardly be oalled such.
Bus in the Usited States a simllar system
had worked tp ndrnbio. and it certaloly
would be well to try the experiment here.
The present law, he would also remark, need
| not as all covflich with any Jeglelature which
N msy hereafter be proposed for a general
Homestead Law afl-cting the entire couuntry.
But he oonaidered i doubtful whether the
country demanded 8 Homestead Law as all.
There were, he added, improvements which
he would like o have seen in the resolutions.
In regard to the laster of the resoluticvs, he
nust express his satiafeciion at the deolara.
fon of the Commissioner that the setiler
ouid not be lable to bave the timber
ripped from his land by the lamberer,
When he had fully performed all the duties
requ.red of hlm, the settler was to be fally
entitied $o all shat the land ocontaln.
led. He (Mr. DBeatty) wounld even
go o fsr as to extend fhls
privi'ege to the mincs on the lands. He
would say, however, that the Government
polioy 4id not go far erough. Nothing had
peen sald in the resolution regarding she
moda of settlement, or the sale of lands fo
those who did not come ucder the system cf
free grants. It would, in his opicion, be a
good plau to sell all their lands a$ say $1 an
acre. Thcugh he would be sorry to go so far
as the member for Aljona, and adveoste &
slavish copyingof the American Crown Lands
atil! he shought much of their system
might be copled to advansage. Tha Provinoe
would uedoubtedly gala much by a free, un-
restrloted, unconditional sale of its nncocu-
pled lands to actual settlers, at one dollar, or
one dollar and a quarter an acre. But before

go!ni!nrﬂur there was one thiog which was
of ¢t

e utmost neoessity &x the develvy
mens (I 1hu w-watry, and that was com*

munication. Without roads, free grants
were useless. With them as had been acen
in the very region where i§ was proposed to
give these free grants, the country weuld be
settled up and prosper. Much of the land
to be included in the fres grants was really
cf exoellent quality. The whole area of the
Niplssirg reglon was sald by surveyors to
yleld from 60 $o 75 per cenk of arabie land ;
and there were yet many such distriots of 1
Jaud fiz for settlement in the Province, B
Haviog shown the fqlly of royaliles in regard §¢
to mioeral lands, the hon, gentleman olosed §
by expressing a hope that the Governmen$®§|
would embedy I their measure as many of§ )
the suggestions ¢flored as they could, i1

Sir HENRY SMITH sald that though he }.
might have characterized one of the measurepj |
befure the house rather harshly that

ke was bound to say that he had he
nothirg during the debate yet which coms
vinced him tha$ the rusolutiovs cams up o
tbe standard Intended by Hia Exoellevoy's
remarks, Whas was there in the pew soher
to attract emigration here? Where .
the liberal bomeatéad law { Was there any §
liberality or falrness in giving geants of land §+
to sottlers, and ocalling them free grants, |
when the very timber and mines were

? Now, he wanted the promise of
the Government to be kept, and it shey were
not disposed fo keep 1t, he desired to drive
them to doi$. Why not allow the man who
sattles and bullds a e, $0 have the timber l
a$ the samo rate as the lumberman ? (Hear). ‘
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As to the eulogles dellevered on the Com-
missioner of Crown Lands, by the member
for Algoma and others, he (3ir Henry) would
say that there was very alight foundation for |,
| them, (Laoghter), The Commissloner had, |
1§ was frue, made a fair specch for a young
member—(laughter) —but he had falled %o |*
deal with the matter before the house in a |+
stateamanlike, comprehensive way ; and it
was to be hoped thas in commitsee the |
honourable gentleman would allow of suoch |
modifications and improvements in his re-
solations, as would them something like |
the promised measures. Let them be so |
modified as that the settlers golng on
thoss free grants shall be deals |
with liberally and honestly. Again he (Sir |
Henry) would osll attenvion so the lass |
resolution., It really reserved all merchans- |
able timber,elm or oak, &o., 0 the Crown. As
to the inducng of emigrasion that was
something on which not one word had been |
sald by the Comm!ssloner ; nor did he (Sir
E:m) see wha' laducements were alladed |




