.

state, however, that the Government were |
not wedded to any particular sge, and it the |
feellog of the House was In favour of sub.
stituting 18 yoars for 21, the Government
| would have no objections to making the
| change., (ilear, hear). As regarded the
quaatity, they jproposed to fill tha blank
with 100 acres. He came now to the fourth
resclution, Under the United Ssates home-
stead law, a settler, on proof of ocontivunus
residenoce for five years, got his patent. The
Government proposed to fill the blank in
] this resclution also with five years. Bat it
] wenl further. In the Upited Siates, where
the land was chlefly praliis, and ready for
cultivaticn, there was no necessiiy for any
condltion as to clearlng, In our country it
was diffsrent, as the land was covered with
timber, and he Fopoud to provide that, be-.
foro the patent Issued, it should be neceasary
that fifseen acres shouid be oleared.
It wss proposed also that It ashounld
be neceasary that a corfala quantity—
no} less than two acres—thould be oleared
apnuslly. The house would be c¢f the ordin-
ary dimenalons, 18 by 24 feet. The filth
resolution cougained the homestead provi-
slon, w was proposed In order to give
greater uragement t) parties to take the
freo grants, The blank wou!d be filled with
‘‘twonty’’ years ; thls wae the perlod thay
had iu vlew when the gesolations were
drafied, but the Premler thought 1t beat to
'] leave a blavk and fill 8 up afterwarés ; 1%
was aleo propcsed to modify the latter ||
c!ause of {hs resoluilon, so thas the locatee |
should not have power to allenate, mertgage |i
or pledge the land uxt!l five years after the i
4 geavtlng of the patent. One honourable ||
mewmber, who professed to bes a supporter of
4 “heo Goveroment, bad candidly expressed hls
opirdon that thls meaiure was an abortion,

Sir HUENRY SMITH-—I understand, “p,
o Speakor, 1% Is a Parllameutary rule—[vw0 Mr,
Kiohards, who still contloued standivg,
‘S8i: down, 8ir,”"]=I uunderstand {3
ls a Parliamentary rule that a member
iz rod to allude to a previcus
debate. If the hon. gentleman wanted $o
have a tilc at me, he should have spoken
when that dsbate was in progreas,

Hon. Mr RICHARDS—(afécr consnlting
with the Premier)—sald he had nos the Pan
Hamentary experience of the gsllans knighs,
but he waa told he was perfectly 1a order, as
he had pot named the member 0 whom he
reforred. Anhon, gentleman had proncunced §
this meaaurs to bs an abortion. He would

nos oavil at the lJangusge in whioch that idea |
was expressed —it might compors with she
tastslof the hon. gentleman who used is. Bus
he was not prepared to admit that the idea
conveysdiby the expression was correct, For
this measure in polnt of fact wens further
than the Unlted Siates law, which only |:
exemptad the lavd from exesntion or lability |
for Cebt, until the patent was lssued. This |
resolution went further and protected |
it for twenty years, There were |
mary opinions entertalned abeut a 1
Homestéad Law, and he belleved
very faw people in this country under- |
stcod what was meant by it At the swo
elections be had gone through the Shing was |!
not orcs mentioned. s admisted, however, |
that in reveral constituencies the matter was
brpught promloently forward. He 414 not |
say wha' the Government might do with it
hereafter ; but at present they were dealing
merely with free grants, to whioh they pro
pored to give a homsestead exemption for 20
years. At ihe end of that pericd these landas |
might be worth, as was the oase now in the |
older townahips, $§80 an acre, and 1t would |
clearly Be wrong to oontnue exemption
loager for a property worth $8.000.

Mr. TETT—WI1Il the twetty years count

from the date of the looatiom, or cf the |
patent?

Hon, Mz, RICHARDS —-From the dats of
tho looation,

Tho Speaker, at a!x o'clock, lefs the ohalr
tili baif past soven,

Aller rcciar,

Hon, Mr. RICHARDS oontaoued his re.
marks. With reference to the 6sh resolu.
tlon, he za'd the objecs of the Government
in thess rewolations was to oomaider the
sgriculinral futiress, They proposed, there-
fors, that the {rce grauts should be conficed
to those linds which were adapted for
sgrlounltural purpozes. The timber and
minerals of the counlry, they oonaldered,
shoald be rererved to fucoleh reveane, The
free graots hitherto had only been on the
colon:zation roads, whish went through dis.
triots, a Jarge propordon of which wasun. |
mited for agriculiural purposes. The resuls
was taat, when the valuable timber had been
stripped off the lots, they were abandoned.
Tbis polloy was urjass to the settler, to the
iumberer, snd to she publle, and i§ had not
ylelded to shs public any benefis correspnd.
lag to tho large amourt of $550,000 which
nad been expendod oa the colonizstlon roads,

Ia the Muskeka territory and near Georolan
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