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en wriling home year aiter year, dlecourag-
ing avd gloowy acconnta of the country; and
the Government might send homo 33 macy |
agents ae It pleased, but their influence was
found o be in a Jarge measure counteracted
by gloomy accounts of settlers who beliaved
they had been badly dealt with by the Gov.
ernment, The leltors conveying this intelll.
gence were doiog the Proviunce irreparable
injary. (Hear), Now thst they were stariing
afresdb. 1t was absolutely mecestery they
shou'd know what land, fit for sctiiemens, !
tho Prosiace cintaincd It had beor held
that there were abundance of wiid lande—
thousands of acres—fit for setilement ; bul
he was of oplnlon that this would not tura
out to be tho case—that not ore aoro
ount of every ten that remalne¢d would
be found fit for  agricultural pour.
poges ; and that much of that which was fi§
had keem cut over by the lanmbermen.
Clearly, if they wished to encourage immi-
gration, Shis system of licensirg lumberers
to cut over thelr wild lands muszt be atopped
—3$he tlmber must be reserved,

Mr, BOYD fally agreed with what had
fallen from his hon. friend who had just
taken his reat with regard to the imporiant
interests at stake on the question belfore the
House, He (Mr, Boyd) thought that while
| it was thelr duty, as far as gheir krowledge
and experience went as Individial members,
to throw sll the light they could on the sub- |
jecs, atill he felt that they should no¥ throw :
sy obstacles 1o the way of the Government !
in brioging down a policy on thls ¢nestion.
. His object In rising was simply to disabuse

the miads of gentlenen representing western
. constituencles on one point. He represented
. & constituency in the Ottawa dlstrlof, and
' would deaire to correct the Impression that
{ the lumberers 1n that distrlot had recelved
'unfalr speclal advantages. It could, he
thought, be readlly shown by statlatics that
gentlemsn holding limits ia that section had,
by roads, slides aad booms made &% thelr
| own expense, done much to enhance the
value of thelr investments and of the sur.
roundlag dlstriots. They had done much o
promote the future rettlement of the conntry
by pushing thelr opsrations far into the la-
terlor ; and the large number of men
employed by them, with ocarte, teams, &c,
couduced %o the prosperity of the home
markets, It was a well known principle
that & conntry to make rapld strides in pro-
gress muat be a cooauming as well ag produc-
log country ; and thete lnmbermen consumed
a large proporiion ol the products of the
soll, Agsin, lumberera contributed to the
prosperity of the country by thelr employ-
ment of large numbera ot poraons rafting and
sgaln ia carrylog thelr slmber out ot the
Province. They had a vestod lanterest, which
could not be igeored ; and when this ques-
tion of timber limiss came up he hoped it
would be treated dizpasslonately and with a
duoregard to Interests which oughté not
$o be loat alght of. (Heasr).

Hon. Mr. RICHARDS #said, there counld
be no objeatlon to the address beiog granted.
The rsturns aszked for, however, exiended
over a period olslx or ssven years, and it
might probably occupy some time to preparo
them. Batthe ccncluding part of tho motion
tonched on a question of which no notlce had
been glven—as to what portion of the sur:
v lands of the Crown was fit for sgefoul.
tural purposes. And as $o that he mignt say,
it would be almost impossible to arrive a%
a definite statement, He belleved tha$ what
his hon. !rlz.nd trorin L:":nnln had nt:hd mnh
regard to t tion of immigeants coming
to this country, was to a cerfain extent
correct, If we compared the number of
gsettlers who had been located on the varlous
colonization roads, with the number of
settlers now upon them, 1t wonld be at once
seen that a large number of persons who

settled on the lands adjacent to these roada
had now lefs them, That might arise,
however, to some extont from the fact that
the persons who had gone upon those lands,
had gone noé for the purpose of actually
settling npon them, but of obtalnlng the
timber which grew upon them, and, s soon
a8 the tlmber was removed, having got all
they wanoted, they left. The whole subject
of the policy of the Guvernment with respect
to the Crown Lands, would be brought |
before the house for dlscussion during the en.
suing week, and he thought t would be pre. |
mature to enter upon the detalls of the ques-: |
tionnow. As regarded the number of lcenges |
lssued, &o., tae Government could have no
objection to glving the informatlon asked
for, but witn reference to the conclnding
paragraph of the motion, he wonld repeat
that 16 was impossible to form a definite idea
of the quantity of landa fit for settlemens ; he |
might mention, however, with reference to
the only large tract now surveyed and open
for settloment—that lylog between the Otta-
wa and the Georglan Bay, and amounting to
some five millions of acres-—-about one and a
halfor t wo millloncf 2cres had beenlocated ; of
the remaining three or four mililons, there
might be on a rough estimate a little over a
mililon of aores fit for settlement ; that was
all the information he could give in rep'y to |
that part of the motion, !

Mr. RYKERT sald the latter part of the
motion was the mos$ eseential part of s,
What 1t was chicfly pecessary for the honse
to know, in connecilon with our holdiog out
Inducements to immigration and the settis-
ment of our wild lands, was the quantity of
lands which we had fit for settlement. The
Pre.nler had announced that the polley of
| the Government was to give free grants to
aotual sottlers, on condition of thelr perform.
ing certain settlement datles ; a free deed,
when these had been performed, belng given |
after the explration cf five years ; but that
the Government Intended to retsla the tim.
ber land. for financial purpcsss, He held that,
before entering on such a policy, the Govern.

- ment ough$ to know how much land thoy
had fit for agricultural purposes, and how
much fikonly for lumber purpozes. There could
be no doubt that a larges portion of the land
north of Peterboro and Victorla, and through
the Ottawa country, was uufit for agricultu.
ral purpcses. Yot our emligration agentas in 3
Burope wero telllug the people that we had
large quantiiies of good land, and when
{mmigrants came out here, they found
they had  been mliled, Tae Goveru-
men$, to prevent this for the fusurs, ahonld
bring down accurate information as to how |
the matber really stood,

Mr.CUMBERLAND sald 1t was a very cx-
traordinary announcement which had just been
made by the Commitaloner of Crown Lands
—that it was impoesible to tell how much of
the surveyed lands of the Province was fit for
. settloment. If this were the case, 1t was the

most serlous reflection he had ever heard on
the adminlatration of the Crown Lands De.
partment—tha%, after tho Goverrment had
been at the expense ¢f msaki., sarveys, the
reports of the surveyors were not of such a
rature as would warrant the Government in
saylrg whether the lands surveyed wore fis
for gettlement or not,

Hon, J. S, MACDONALD sald what the
Commissioner had stated was substantisily
correct ; aud, If the Government took tho
oourse suggeated by the member for Livocoln,
of waltiog for acourate information =28 to
what lauds, lot by lot, and acre by scre,
were adapted for settlement, this policy
which the country expeoted at their hands
would have to lle over for very many gears
to come. The Government haviug beon
ouly a fow monthe in cffice, had not falt

justifed In Ilocurring the expense of
turthor surveys, until they properly
understood  what further  surveys

were required, and untll they discovered how
far the surveys which had been made would
enablo them to oarry out the polioy which
' had becn announced. He sgreed to a large
extent in what had been zald aw %o the
injary this country had sustsined by the
‘roports sent home by the immligrants, who
had come ou$ here oa the falth of represen:
tatlons by our immigration sgents, that
this was a coantry where the best of lauds
were to be found, on which they counld sestle
with every satisfactlon, It waas true thas
theso es, when they came t> thia
 coun’ry found that they had been deceived ;
and tho colonization roads which the Gov.
ernment had opened at a great expense,
glving free grants upon them, had proved an
inttor and entire fallure, With the experi-
eace we had had, it behoved us in the future
to be careful nos to make promlses which
in the end would prove fallaclous, and, in
offering free grants to immigrants and the

young men of our own conntry, only to glve
such lands as cauld be @pfitably culitlv




