THIS WEEK IN WASHINGTON

By
RALPH E. CHURCH

Representative 10th Congressional (North Shore) District

INlinois tive in Congreas

Washington, D.C., Nov. 27—There
seems to be only one way to sum-
marize the present legislative situ-

their individual minds is not
undesirsble. In faet, in
the last few years there have been
too few opportunities for exhaus-
tive congressional debate. At the
same time, however, one cannot fail
to recognize that thus far the
Congress seems to be moving in no
definite direction. It appears to be
torn between a desire to follow its
own wishes and a desire to satisfy
the White House.

The Administration's so-called
Wage-Hour Bill is still stymied in
the House Committee on Rules. The
measure was reported favorably by
the Committee on Labor at the last
session. But the Rules committee,
which controls the parliamentary
sitoation and has the power to grant
or withhold the legislative right-of-
way for reported bills, has persis-
tently refused to report a rule for
immediate consideration of the
Wage-Hour Bill.

On every committee the party in
power always maintains a majority.
This is particularly true of the
Rules committee, which is essentially
a political body. It is designed pri-
marily to enable the Majority Party
to- keep control over its legislative
program, so that Administration
measures receive preference and
other bills may be kept from the
floor.

It is, indeed, a rare occasion when
the Committee on Rules refuses the
Administration’s demands. Espe-
cially rare is the occasion when the
Administration leadership finds it
necessary to resert to the extraor-
dinary method of having a petition
in order to discharge its own “pro-
gram committee” from further jur-
isdietion over one of its “program
measures,”

Such is the stalemate situation in
the House. Not a single major bill
has been before it for two weeks.
Not having anticipated a Special
Session being called, the Committee
on Agriculture has not had its Farm
Bill ready to send to the floor. We
have thus witnessed an Extraordin-
ary Session of Congress, called os-
tensibly to deal with an emergency

situation, doing lltth more than
l-l-m.r'k ﬂm L4 ]

In order to cut off a bitter filibus-
ter against an anti-lynching bill
pending in the Senate, the Senate
Agriculture committee hastily put a
farm bill into shape.and sent it to
the floor. A motion was made for
its immediate consideration even be-
fore the committee had written its
explanatory report. In his opening
remarks on the subject the chairman
of the Senate committee frankly
stated that the bill was written
under pressure and that he was not
entirely satisfied with all its fea-
tures.

The House Committee on Agricul-

ture has dlso been working under
pressure. It has made haste to
draft a bill so that the House lead-
ership may be relieved of the em-
barrassment of having no definite
measure to call up for consideration.
With each day the membership has
been becoming more impatient and
the demand for immediate tax-re-
lief legislation for business has<in-
creased. Many more days of mark-
ing time may make it impossible for
Administration to keep its ma jority
in line.

But, according to the statement
of the chairman of the House Agri-
culture committee last Thursday,
his committee will report a farm
bill so that it may be taken up this
coming Monday. Perhaps in his
opening Temarks on the bill he will
also frankly say that his commit-
tee . has been under pressure for
time in comsidering the bill and that
he does not feel entirely satisfied
with the results.

In any event, there are many of
us who believe that on too many
occasions the farmers have been the
victims of hastily written and in-
adequately considered legislation.
They have simply been the victims
of political opportunism and legis-
lative expediency. From the point
of view of the farmers, and the
country generally, it would be pre-
ferred to have the Committee on
Agriculture thoroughly study every
angle of the farm problem and
carefully write every line of its bill
so that something by way of per-
manent rather than temporary re-
lief may be realized.

Moreover, there are many of us
who believe that during these past
two weeks and while the Agriculture
committee was exhaustively work-
ing out a solution to the farm prob-
lem, the House could proceed with
the much less difficult task of re-
pealing or modifying the tax strue-
ture to relieve business. There is

no legitimate reason for these two

weeks of confusion and “time mark-
ing.,” There is no legitimate reason
why the Senate and House Agricul-
ture committees could not be given
full time desired to work out a per-
manent solution for our farmers.
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Federal Reserve

Bank Explained
-In New Booklet

Publication of a new booklet titled
simply “Fedeéral Reserve Bank of
Chicago” marks what is thought to
be the first time that a governmen-
tal or quasi-governmental financial

agency has set out to interpret its/

services to the layman in the lan-
guage used by laymen. The book-
let has been in process of prepara-
tion for several months and nothing

comparable to it has heretofore
been published.

In announcing its publication to-
day, George J. Schaler, President of
the Federal Reserve Bank of Chi.
cago, declared that it was the inten-
tion of the institution's officials to
present in as brief a form as possi-
ble a descripion of the Federal Re-
serve Bank of this district, what it
does, how it functions, and its posi-
tion in the economic scheme of the
territory it serves.

The booklet is thirty-two pages
in length, illustrated, and, according
to present plans, will immediately
go into a “first edition™ of 150,000
copies. Limited supplies will be
sent to each of the 7560 members

i
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banks comprising the Seventh Fed-
eral Reserve district. Orders from
these individual member banks will
then be taken for s amounts,
and copies distrib to their cus-

tomers and others who request
them. ~

The opening passages of the book
touch upon the extent and purpose
of the Federal Reserve System and
follow with a detailed description
of the operations of the Chieago in-
stitution serving the Seventh dis-
trict. Noteworthy are facts of gen-
eral interest which heretofore have
been confusing to many. For ex-
ample, it is shown that nmo “single
bank or group of banks in the dis-
trict can dominate the policies of
the Federal Reserve Bank. The
smaller banks have equal represen-
tation with the larger and medium-
sized banks on the Board of Direc-
tors.” Likewise, a simple and clear
discussion of what becomes of the
Federal Reserve Bank profits is
given. Similarly, such widely-used
terms as “open-market operations,”
“rediscounts,” and “discount rate”
are explained in terms understand-
able to those unfamiliar with bank-
ing terminology. Each phase of
operations, functions, and duty of
the Federal Reserve Bank of Chi-
cago is explained or touched upon,

Publication of thu work means
that a long-standing wish on the
part of President Schaller has cul-
minated in a reality. Since he ad-
sumed his present position as head
of the Chicago institution in 1984,
he has believed that some such ex-
planatory work would greatly faecil-
itate a more accurate and general
appreciation of the Chicago Federal

Reserve Bank among those in this
distriet.

“The Federal Reserve Bank of
Chicago is one of the most import-
ant cogs in the economic machinery
of the upper middle west and second
largest Federal Reserve Bank in the
United States,” said Mr. Schaller,
“But because it does not deal di-
rectly with the mass public in the
same manner as commercial banks
do, its functions and purposes have
often been misunderstood. This
book will, we hope, go a long way
to correct that situation. The bank's
activities every working day affect
directly and indirectly the lives of
most people in the Seventh districs,
yet mot many have heretofore un-
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UNDERSTANDING
CLERKS

According to President Schaller,
the Chicago Federal Reserve Bank
will be glad to supply copies to
those who request them.

Mistaken Idemtity

Scene: The backwoods of Tennes-
see.- Two backwoodsmen knock om
door of cabin.

First Illiterate: “Howdy, Joe; me
and Ed just found the body of a
dead man over in the hu!llr and we
thought maybe it was you.”

Second Tennesseean “What'd he
look like?™

Firlt “He was about rullzr baild,
and—

Second: “Did he have on a flannel
shirt ™

First: “Yup.”

Second: “With red “and
checks 1"

First: “No, it was plain grey."”

Second (closing the door) : “Nope,
it wasn't ma."—l.oq:
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