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SYNOPSISOFIEI‘URE

Given Evening at
Elm Place Grammar School
by Gavin W. Allan, C.S.B.

Following is & reprint in part of

- & lecture on Christian Science given

Thursday evening, March 31 at the
Elm Place school, by Gavin W, Al-
lan, C.S.B. of Toronto, Ontario,
Canada. The lecture proved a most
timely and interesting one.

To many of you the twenty-third
Psalm is well known. Some of you
know it by heart. Some of you have
turned. to it for comfort in times of
stress. Why did you choose this
particular Psalm? Was it because
God is therein described as infinitely
Well did
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an -earnest desire to gain an under-
stltement and I wish with all my | standing of God will be rewarded by
heart thnt it were provable, but can | the added things necessary to our
it be proved, can it be used? human need? Were men to place

MONEY righteousness in the forefront of

Before we answer this question,| their desires; were they to desire
let us inquire first, What are the|continually to be governed by God
human needs ? If I were to ask #his Il&llﬂ. were th!*]! to realize as clear-
question of those who are here it is ssible, that ever present
probable someone would say, My l'elﬂ'ﬂ of harmony which is already
need right now, as I see it, is money; | theirs, do not you think that such a
if I had money my need would be|desire, such a realization, would
met. I suppose many of us have at| have an effect, a perceptible effect,
one time or another entertained a|upon their lives?
similar notion. But is it really true?| Jesus warned his hearers of the
Let mge illustrate,

Suppose, for example, that two
men are employed by the same firm
at the same wage. One uses his
funds intelligently, making his pur-
chases carefully and at the end of
the year has a sum to his credit at

He said that, “evil thoughts, adulter-
ies, fornications, murders,
covetousness, wickedness, deceit,”
ete., “All these evil things come
from within, and defile the man.”
Our word “defile” comes from a
the bank. The other spends care-| Middle English word which meant

lmly and at the end of the year il “to tread down,” and if we habitual-
t_i N _Whatl 1 . .' l hlrbor lﬂeh thoughts as those we
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disastrous effect of wrong thought.
thefts,
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ideas. No one is left out. No one
is under-supplied. Remember the
passage we quoted a few moments
ago (Miscellaneous Writings, p.
307): “God gives you His spiritual
ideas, and in turn, they give you
daily supplies.”

Were one to believe that his eapa-
city and abilities originated within
himself, were he to believe that he
was their author, he might conclude,
and perhaps rightly, that they would
in time dwindle and some day dis-
appear. But, if he recognizes that
he possesses these qualities only by
reflection, that their source is God
Himself, he will see that these spir-
itual energies cannot wear out nor
can they be depleted by advancing
years.

Is there anything which can op-
erate to prevent our receiving what
God so impartially and abundantly
bestows" There should aot be, of
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In illustrating her elucidation of | behind such a prayer there lay some mmn. selfishness, envy, hatmd his fummﬂr? emnlo.ment yosten-

" Eddy, the Diseoverer and Founder
of Christian Science, has given us a

of this Psalm in the Christian Sei-
ence textbook, “Science and Health
. with eKy to thﬁ Scriptures.” She
wrttesonpa:esﬁ??mdﬁ'?&“lntha

and of His gifts to men. HtsGo&
who is Spirit, and whose creation is

any matter to give? Are not His
gifts of a much higher order? He

zives us of His qualities which are|
indestructible and eternal. These
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-a- mighty struggle. Every hour of
delay makes the struggle more

over the passions they crush out
happiness, health, and manhood.
Here Christian Science ig the sover-
eign panacea, giving strength to the
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following Psalm one word shows,
though --faintly, the  light vtuch

are all He could possibly give to us.
He gives us the very best He has:

weakness of mortal ﬁiﬁﬁl——sﬁ\m
from the immeortal -and omni

fies of the ideal shepherd the ten-|need? Is it money? He mny" st mentioned; we allow ‘ 8 08 S
 derness, the affection, the love, the|it is. Or, may it not b wisdom? |them to take possession of our ﬂ“bemmpﬁ {.” W"fm ART

intelligence, the wisdom, the cour-|Is his real need material or mental? | minds; if we make such thoughts are reall Il;ll‘l'ﬂ!'t{l . su tions of

age, the strength; all of them| If our needs were purely material,| our masters, little wonder if we laziness, {nlbilit my' t‘:f“tho K- S

requisite to the proper caring for could God supply them? Does God |should feel “trodden down.” Under fear of the ﬁ:tm{;- thoughts otal:' - SEV

his flock. distribute stocks or bonds, houses or | the domination of such thoughts we jealousy, or S beliefs txt', .

In the centuries since this Psalm|lands? It is just possible that you should be headed for disaster. If we are Irm the gn;) of destructive L
was written many have turned to it|have at some time besought or im-| we desire to reach a better goal we economic laws fm which thare e St
for help. The measure of ‘comfort|plored God to give you something | must change our master. This is no- eseape _
one would derive from its study|you wapted — some material thing.| Where we need Christian Scmnce X c
~would depend largely upon his con- | Possibly the thing you desired did| Christian Science is° not going to| This brings up a question which NE
cept of the meaning of the first two | not arrive. Perhaps you wondered |-encourage in us the behd that must be answered. The question is, ;
words, “the Lord,” “The Lord is my | why it did not come. Perchance you | wrong habits of thought are always | What is man's work? Of what does Vice P
shepherd.” Were the reader to be-| felt that God was in some way to|overcome without an effort, but}it conamt' Hm is &R -ARSwar- I of- b .
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- both good and evil, health and sick-| you quite fairly. You may not have | Science we are assured that we can W"k is Te““tiﬂﬂ' GOd Mlﬂ s sole —ﬂOBE

_ness, plenty -and poverty, life and pememi that if there was any surely win our way out of such|Occupation is to reflect God. Whe- _ Assoe

death, the mnimhe would deriﬂ shorteom whateur :t could be | habits; that we can _cong he evil| ther his daily fask is digging a =~ e

21 'rom the pe N_your s habit, no matte mﬁ:{ﬁ“?mnmt'-nm CET R IR j

~ would not hkely be so g'mt as 1f he I l:.ter m become mtemted in| been indulged. Hear this statement | Work is to reflect intelligence, wis- —  WIL
knew with some degree of certainty | Christian Science and imbued to|from our textbook (Science and|dom, strength, activity, etc., God’s.

that “the Lord” is the giver of good | some extent with the spirit of its Hﬁﬂlth p. 407): “Man’s enslavement | qualities. But suppose that for -

oﬂ]y,'_*_"'"'m““"ﬁ_' ) things vou would recognize tha 'tﬁé_mt' “relentless masters — | Some reason he ‘was dismissed from WIL
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8 u—day be to"reﬁect those Godlike
*r—'—"—pmhut —and helpful interpretation | wholly spiritual, any material things, | severe. If man is not victorious ﬁﬂﬂlmmfﬁeieﬂtWWMfmhﬂ

emplqyment’ He may feel that his
work to-.day is more difficult than it
was yesterday. Perhaps he may ac-
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cept the suggestion
rethe tm*diﬂruft.th:thscmot

“Christian — Science throws on the{ the best that could be given. Hear| Mind,—and lifting h‘ﬂ!‘ﬂ!ﬂﬂ? bﬂ"ﬂ Buthemllnntmw yield to the -

Scriptures by mhstituﬁng for the
corporeal sense, the incorporeal or

this illuminating passage from one

‘of our Leader’s writings (Miscel-

spiritual sense of Deity.” With this
change the first two sentences of
the Psalm read as follows: [Divine
Love] is my shepherd; I shall net
want. [Love] makéth me to lie down
in green pastures: [Love] leadeth

me beside the still waters.”

Has not this interpretation, tumg

John'’s definition of God as Love,|

removed any possible chance for
misconception of the nature of “the
Lord”? Have we not, each one of
us, an instinetive sense that Love,

underlies the Psalmist’s words. This
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peous Writings,
giveth to all men liberally, and un-
in turn, they give you daily supplies.
Never ask for to-morrow: it is
enough that divine Love is an. ever-

present help; and if you wait, nevér

doubting, you will have all you n
every moment.”

But let us return to the question.
What does God give? In the Bible
we may read, “If any of you lack|
wisdom, let him ask of God, that
giveth to all men liberally, md un-

the shepherd the ﬂock unly |
not want or lack anything needful?

But I should like to call-your at-
tention to another passage in our
textbook. You will find it on page
494. Here is one sentence Mrs. Eddy
has stated the scientific fact which

is it: “Divine Love always has met
and always will meet every human

-need.” Bmh a statement of spirit-

ual -fact which is of great import-
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added unto you.”
lnr@}hilu

p. 307): “God

itself into purer desires, even into
spirit.ull power and good-will to | sees

- OPPORTUN ITY
Let us turn to another phase of

‘man.”

[thls subject. Some of you may feel

that your need is best expressed by
the word opportunity, the opportu-
nity to —work,~the opportunity to
progress, the opportunity to serve or
help in a larger way your fellow
men. Let me say just here that lim-
itation is not merely a lack of op-
portunity, or a scarcity of material
things, but is fundamentally a

yraideth not; and it shall be ginnm ot dearth of ideas.
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int : iﬁanu tlnter-
putedtommlfmyofywluk
houses or lands, stocks or bonds, let
him ask of God and it shall be given
him? No, there iz no such

‘But, you may say, didn’t Jesus ny

lnmthing about “all these things

ness orminﬂonl tlut ;re not
looking for men of the right kind.
Bneh men are not easy to secure.
They are busy :omewﬁan else,
Other firms will not let $hem go.
They are too valuable. are
men of ideas. They express intel-

shall be added unto you”? Yes, he| ligence, wisdom, fonllghi. and busi-

did. But he said this would come

about as an effect, a consequence,| qualities: discernment, ngulty. and

kingdom of God, and his
ness.” He said, “Seek
kingdom of God, and his righteous-
and all these things shall be
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ing “first the | perspicacity?
righteous- | Mind itself, divine Mind
ye first the | source of

presses
Science
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stands, As we sow, s0

suggestion of discouragement if he

sees clearly that all he has to do is
to actively and mteihgenﬁrreﬂm
those qualities with which God is
endowing him. In such a situation
there are certain facts of which he
should be aware: first, that there is
a place for him: there is work for
him to do; second, that God is equip- -
ping him with intelhgeme and en-
ergy sufficient to find it.

Jesus said: “Give, and it lhall be
given unto you; good measure,
pmsed &owu. :nd shaken together.

into yonr bolom. For with thu same

-ll"'*

be mmurod to ynu q;un

We human beings are prone to re-
sent any implication that the cause

bl AL SELERA.

of our failures and losses may lie
es, within our own
habits of thought. We are too quick,
many times, to excuse ourselves and
blame our fellow men, our mviron-

with ourselves,

ment, so-called economic laws,
whtnot,co(tntthohwltill
so0 shall we reap.
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