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the colonists, while still under the
sway of the mother country, had bar-
riers to immigration, and some of the

regulations were decidedly strict. In
an interesting article in the current
issue of the National Republic under
the title “Early Barriers to Aliens,” ® ,
G. L. Waddell says: b
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“It was nut a question of numbers

or quotas. This side of the Atlantic
was so thinly settled that our fore- .IN ”
fathers saw no danger from conges-

tion. They simply took the position
that the original settlers had the right

to say who should and who should not
follow them. As there was no cen- |
tralized government, restrictions dif-
fered in the various colonies, but all
of them made exclusions more arbi-

trary than do our much-abused mod-
ern national immigration laws.
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