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WHAT HAPPENED BEFORE

Buck Duane, quick on the draw,
kills Cal Bain in self-defense and
finds himself an outlaw. Flying from
pursuit, he meets Luke Stevens, an-
other outlaw, and the two become
pals. Luke narrowly escapes capture
and Duane is shocked to find his
brother outlaw severely wounded.

Duane buries Stevens. Then he goes
on to Bland’s camp, where he gets
into a fight with a man called Bos-
omer and wounds the latter. He
makes a friend of an outlaw at Bland’s
called Euchre, who tells him of Mrs.
Bland and the girl Jennie.

Duane meets Jennie, and promises
to try his utmost to getl her away
from Bland’s camp. To avert suspi-
cion, it is planned that he pretend to
care for Mrs. Biand. Euchre intro-
duces him to the latter and he en-

gages in conversation with her.

Buck plays the game, making -Mrs.
tand think he loves her. To avert
Bland's suspicion, Mrs. Bland pre-
tends tp her husband that Buck has
come to visit Jennie. Hland urges
Buck to become a regular member uf|
his outlaw gang.

A quarrel later develops in which
Duane kills Bland and rushes off
with Jennie after a terrific struggle
with Mrs. Bland.
Jennie in goud hands until a rela-

tive or f[riend 1s located, amd then

o Oon alone on the tl":l-ll-_ He k‘-“-‘l""’:

careful guard over her.
Despite his care Jennie 1s
Then for three vears Buck is on the

trail and legends about him spread, |

and finally he takes the risk of call-
ing on Captain MacNelly of the Rang-
ers, who he has heard wants to see
him. Machelly greets him rather

warmily.

NOW GO ON WITH THE STORY |

He took a long, earnest gaie at
Duane, and his nervous spontaneity,
the manner which had been bright,
nromising voluhility, changed to one
of grave thoughtfulness.

wyve lots to say—but where to be-| MaeNelly,
gin? he mused. “Duane, you've had 2 | took the pen from Duane’s fingers and | and, of course, he had turned her

hard life since you went on the dodge

I never met you before, don’t know | upon the paper.
what vou looked like as a boy: but I' he handed it to Duane. =
Well, even ranger

can see what
life izn't all roses.”

He rolled his cigar between his lips

and puffed clouds of smoke.

“Ever hear from home since ¥ou' ment.

left Wellston?” he asked abruptly.
ll':..;'u.!'r
“Never a word?”
“Not one.” replied Duane sadly.
“That’s tough. I'm glad to be abl
to tell you that up to just lately you
mother, sister, uncle, all your folks,

believe, were well. I've kept posted. | influence put me in

But haven't heard lately.”
Duane averted his face a momen

hesitated till the swelling left his

throat, and then said:

“It's worth what I went through to-

day to hear that.”

“] can imagine how you feel about

Bu

it. When 1 was in the war

let's get down to the business of this

meeting.”

He pulled his chair close to Duane’s.
“Y ou’ve had word more than once In| gangs along the river.
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He plans to leave |

_the perscn who has been imstru-| your service to me; and God knqu.} “1 w from
mental in interesting me in your case.| it's a greatl one!" the hu:T h:_:.d ml:l’tnl e
But all the same, in spite of this, “] have accepted it,” replied Duane.| .4 in thlip; et from her. It
you're a Taxas outlaw, accountable| “Your work will be secret. You | in touch with .:ur f : Lm o e s
to the State. You're perfectly aware| are now a ranger, in my service; but| o ihis tri :rh.t Iu:.lt:h:du it B Work Guaranteed, Estimates Free - :
that ;.'lr;;ier existing circumstances, if | no one except the few I choose 10| ,1ap to m:fa a ranger of mmt =/ :
you fell into the hands of the law,| tell will know of it till we pull off the » ; :
you’d probably hang—at least go to| job. You will simply be Bﬁ:k Duane, | thn : E: back ta Auitin 1 latd P R 0 F E s S l 0 N A' L
jail for a long term.” = the Lone Wolf, till it suits our pur-' E:ed ’ .[.;l h‘_lnrn_ quumw
“That’s what kept me on the dodge | pose to acquaint Texas with the fact' g teli 5 Salee = ‘rlth Sntanasa. uh,d ,
all these years,” replied Duane. that you are a ranger. l y;u iuur cousin, Miss Lee—i """‘f
“Certainly.” MacNelly removed his “You'll see there's no date on that f:r:]:lmhndlwzu'“ F;u;dm;i'rn - 17 Years
r:ign_r. pardon. No one will ever know just| 4, fn{I upon th-:Eﬂvtrnﬂr' o woms Ex . H. F. PAHNKE
His eyes narrowed and glittered. | when. you entered the service. Per- “I'm not likel ni : peTience
The muscels along his brown cheeks haps we can make It appear that all | iow i = h1 i mwur[et s inl:u_r- 530 South Avenue
set hard and tense. He leared closer | or most of your outlawry has really T el S culind on Waw = & b 2
to Duane, laid sinewy, pressing fing- | been good service to the State. At = m}r:ldus. s pardoh for you. We Phone 20‘48 Hmhhﬂd PII‘k, nh.llﬁi-l
¢rs upon Duane's knee. that. I'll believe it'll turn out so.” E;umslin e wou!d make you render
“Listen to this,” he whispered | “Captain MacNelly, I'd like to know f ° d 75 liuwm prul e we
hoarsely. “If I place a pardon in| how this came about. 1 can’t realize ﬁnun dﬂ;:ae i pr::lpluud e &
your hand—make you a free, honest | it yet. Some things are strange to| tgrﬁ:. 5 l-r.nupn:l_rn t"e old question of
citizen pnece more—clear your name of | me. Who interested you in my case? X ani::a-r .E”I“'
infamv, make your mother, your sis- Won't you explain?” (Continued Next Week)
ter proud of you—will you swear “Qure I will,” replied Captain Mac-' .
yourself to a service, any service I| Nelly as he reached for another cigar. | . One Sunday morn, the pastor not-
| Semnand?” | «It must have been three years ago iced a new membﬂ: at church. He
Dosne: sit. atodkaall; kil | when I first began to hear your Smarin went over to talk w1‘th the newcomer.
Slowly, more p-er:'.uagi\-'tlf+ with | mentioned at Austin, in the adjutant- | Well, well, I'm mighty glad to see e ™ . R
<how of earnest agitation, Captain | general’s office and elsewhere. Just| you, Rufus. Gywas you all_RAvon:t COAL m‘ “LVAY cou
MacNelly reiterated his™ startling | casually, you understand, and I took been to church in a good while.
query. no particular notice. I had to come. I need strength, S
“My God!” burst from Duane.| “Then I heard that women of your answered Rufus. You 268, it's this ® T e
“What's this? MacNelly, you can't | family were working to get influence WA I'se got a job whitewashin' a nghland Pa* F‘wl Co
chicken coop and weedin’ a water- my

be in earnest!”

for you. This was before you became

melon patch.
HERMAN DENZEL, President

lost. |

“Never more so in my life. I've a famous as an outlaw. Of course, a
game, ['m playing 1t square. | little later, after the Bland affair,

| your name grew to be a household |
From then on your

deep
What do yvou say?” -
He rose to his feet. Duane, as ifi word in Texas.

impelled, rose with him. Ranger and ' reputation grew.
outlaw then locked eyes that searched “Ahout this time, which was about
each other's souls. In MacNelly’s  the time I became exceedingly busy
Duune read truth, strong, fiery pur- with my rangers, I got an anonymous |
pose, hupe, even gladness, and a fugi- | letter. It was from a woman, and it
tive. mounting assurance of victory. entreated me not to go on your trail.
Twice: Duane endeavored to speak, | It was a remarkable letter. 1 have it
failed of all save a hoarse, ‘ncoher- somewhere, and shall find it for you.!
ent sound until, forcing back a flood “] was visited by a young woman
of speech, he found a voice: who claimed to be a member of your
“ Any service? Every service! Mac- | household at Wellston. I took her for|
| Nelly, I give my word,” said Duane. your c<ister or nmear relative—in fact,
“Right here ends the career of Buck | called her -Miss Duane, which at the |
Duane, outlaw and gun-fighter,” saidi time she did not correct. |
and seating himself, he “She had been to see the Governor; [

eral places | down. The Governor is against out-
laws, the same as he is against rang-
_ This girl wanted an audience
ber of Com- with the adjutant-general, and in his
absence she ran across me.

“] want to say here that she elec-
trified me. Before she left my office
I was ready to fight for her. 1 prom-

| ised to speak to the adjutant-general

. wrote several lmes in sev
Then, with a smile,

“That makes you a mem
pany A. Texas Rangers.” |
“Qo that's it!” burst out Duane, a
light breaking in upon his bewilder-
“You want me for ranger ser-

| vice?”
| wQure. That's it,” replied the cap- and to use what influence 1 had in her
tain dryly. ‘Now to hear what that; behalf. She wanted a parole for you,

the leopard, I'm always spotted.

| service is to be. I've been a busy man if not a pardon.

e' gince 1 took this job and as you may |
"| have heard, I've done a few things. 1| she came the next time. She won the

I 4on’t mind telling you that political interest of Adjutant-General Reed,
here, and that, up | and he even went to the Governor
Austin way, there's a good deal of | with her. Sure, they only got turned
t.| friction in the Department of State down. 1 learned from Reed’'s secre-
in regard to whether or mnot the | tary that this girl was a Miss Lee in-
| ranger service is any good, whether  stead of Miss Duane. Evidently she
it should be discontinued or not. - was wealthy.

“]'m on the party's side who's de-| “It was @& fact. however, that she
fending ranger service. I contend that  lived at your mother’s home in Wells-
t, | it's made Texas habitable. Well, it's ton. If money could have helped your
been up to me to produce results. So | case there at the capital it sure would
| far I have been successful. My great | have been forthcoming.

ambition is to break up the outlaw “ A1l this interested me. I wrote to
I have never Miss Lee, and told her that my duties

the last two years that I wanted t0' ventured in there yet, because I've  would soon take me to the Nueces

gee you?l”
“Three times,
plied Duane.
“Why didn’t you hunt me up : yol

I remember,” T

“] supposed you imagined me one
of those gun-fighters who couldn't|gine
take a dare and expected me to ride
up to your camp and be arrested.”| 5

“That was natural, [ suppose,” went
“You didn’t know me,
otherwise you would have come. I've
heen a long time getting to you. But| ¢4 gp by any evidence.
the nature of my job, as far as you're
concerned, made me cautious. Duane, ' He’s intelligent, cunning.

on MacNelly.

you're aware of the hard name ¥
bear all over the Southwest?”

“Once in a while I'm jarred into

realizing,” replied Duane.
“Jt's the hardest, barring Murr

and Cheseldine, on the Texas border.

But there's thi= difference. Murrell

his day was known to deserve his in-
Cheszeldine in his day

famous name.

alsn.
“But I've found hundreds of men

Southwest Texas who're your frien

who swear you never committed a
The farther south T get the
What 1 want

crime.
clearer this becomes.
to know iz the truth.

“Have you ever done anything erim-

inal? Tell me the truth, Duane.

won't make any difference in my plan. | needed. The plan is to

And when I say crime | méan w

I would call crime on any mmnlhle| est job on the border.

Texan.”

“That way my hands are clean,”| heard of. He couldn’t be brought out.

-w]mhﬁmdw selection of robbers and break up the

| country again, and that I would find
| out all I could about you. She replied
__a grateful, sweet, womanly letter.

| been waiting to get the lieutenant I
e- | needed. You, of course, are the man
[ had in mind.

“Jt's my idea to start way up the |
Rio Grande and begin with Chesel- |
He's the strongest, the worst
outlaw of the times. He's more than
rustler. It's Cheseldine and his '
gang who are operating on the banks.
They're doing bank robbing. That's
my private opinion; but it’s not back-

“Cheseldine doesn’t leave evidences.
I assume, |
0 | of course, that you are a stranger to
him and to the country he dominates.
It's five hundred miles west of your |
ground, big as that is.
ell “Well, I want you to drift over
T- into Cheseldine's country. Whatever
in | way you decide is best you will pro-
ceed to act upon. You are your own
boss. You know such men and how
| they can be approached. You will
in take all the time needed, if it's
ds, | months. I
‘It will be necessary for you to
communicate with me, and that will
he a dificult matter. For Cheseldine
| dominates several whole counties. |
You must find some way to let me
It knw-hmlnndmrnnnﬂm
break up
the tough-

hat | Cheseldine’s gang. It's

“ Arresting him alone ‘isn’t to be

| Killing him jan’t much better, for his

select men, the ones he operates with,
are as dangerous to the community

as he is.
“We want to kill or jail this choice
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