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Is Sent When Help Neot
Needed ; Efforts to
Remedy

Charging that the S. 0. S. inter-
national call sign for shipping in dis-
tress is nowadays being greatly mis-
used, several prominent British ship-
ping men are urging the imposition
of new regulations with a view to
checking the “evil.”

The matter has been brought to a
head by the recenl case of the Dutch
freighter Velaeno, which when wesl
of Newfoundland sent out an S. 0. 5.
call. After several large liners had
altered their course to proceed to her
assistance and one had actually
reached her, she notified them that
their presence was not needed.

It is argued that it costs between |
$10.000 and $25,000 to send a large
ocean liner off her course, for apart
from the extra meals required by all
on board and additional fuel con-
cumed tides are sometimes lost. :

Too Many Calls
“Far too many S. 0. S. calls are
cent out, in my opinion,” Captain
Sir Arthur Rostron, commodore of |
the Cunard line, told International
News Service. “Unfortunately I do

not think there "is any method of |
overcoming this and I do not think |
the responsible authorities would |

care to make any hard and fast rule. |

“When a ship is in distress it 15 |
hard to say she must not send out |
an S. 0. S. for only the man on the |
spot is in a position to judge the
danger. Failure to act al once in
emergency may mean disaster.

“] think. however, it would be bet-
ter for vessels ecalling for assistance
to state the extent of their damage,
<o that the commanders of other ves-|
<els could guage their plight. |

“With regard to answering S. 0.
Q. calls sent out by airmen who are
forced to descend into the Atlantic,
that is quite a different matter. The |
airmen, more often than not, are at- |
tempting to cross the ocean for their-
glorification, and while 1 admire
them they must understand thai
<hips cannot go scouring the Atlan-
tic in search of them if any fall.

“Means will have to be found for
dealing with these calls, such as the
aviators guaranteeing to pay com-
pensation to the ship or ships an-
swering them and going to their

rescue.

Answering Two Calls
Captain Brown, of the liner Car-
mania. is the most agrieved person.
Twice during his latest voyage
across the Atlantic he was called
off his course to answer S. 0. S. sig-
nals from vessels which eventually

| pointments.

were able to proceed without assist- |
ance. 1
The British Chamber of Shipping,

while agreeing that the distress cal!! |

is being greatly misused, cannot |
agree with the idea of making new
regulations.

The London Daily Mail, editorial-
ly commenting upon the matter,
opines that the centuries old custown
among captains of immediately pro-
ceeding to the assistance of stricken
vessele will pass if the call is per-
sistently abused. The newspaper
calls upon the great maritime pow-
ers to carry out the resolutions pass-
ed at the International Shipping con-
ference in 1926, which provide for
the endorsement of the papers of any
captain improperly using the distress
call.

When Hammer was graduated from
lowa State college in 1926, he want-
ed gold in order to carry on further
study. But gold doesn™t grow jp-deowa.
So hte andetaocin
So he and a pal hit out for thifone-
some Valley in Arizona. They took
with them a pack train of burros,
some beans, and plenty of prospect-
ing equipment. .

For a vear they sifted the sands |
of the valley and dipped their pans |
into beds of streams, and when they |
returned they brought enough gold
for Hammer to enroll in the :.chu-nl]

I

of commerce at Northwestern and
for his partner to be married.

“There's plenty of gold yet in Ari-
zona for one who will work for it>]
says the student-prospector “But!
you've got to stand the sand storms |
and the smkes and the intense heat. |
And- you've got to get used to disap- |
I thought I'd struck
it rich several times, but each time
the stuff just disappeared. Then I'd
move on.

At present Hammer i= carrying ful!
work in the graduate school. He ex-
pects to complete his work in June.
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Field
of Queer Species Which
Inhabit Various Parts
of the Globe

Talez of salt water fish which |
spend their winters in fresh water,

and fresh water fish which go illﬂL

salt water for a season, and of frogs |
of the Arctic which spend many |
months in frozen surroundings four |
or five feet below the ice, often fro-|
zen themselves only to be revived lo

normal activity 1n the spring, Were
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Incorporated

A C | Og

Builders of Hotels, JKitchenetles. Apartments,

C, | Og

Insurance, Building Management
Real Estate Investment, Renting

&)@
M\UR references are clients for whom we have erected
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THE IDEAL CHRISTMAS GIFT

The recipient of a Majestic Radio Set will remember the donor
with gratitude and affection throughout many years te come.
Majestic reception is rightfully famous for its volume, tone
quality and its wide area of reception. Make those ynuhlow:
happy this Christmas with a Majestic. ' -~
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