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FRONTIER MILITARY HERO

George Rogers Clark Who Cap-
fured Vincennes and Kas-

kaskia From French
in Early Days
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One hundred and fifty years ago,
on July 4, 1778, George Rogers Clark,
famous American frontier military
leader, with a handful of sturdy west-
tern pioneers dressed much like In-
dians and armed with rifles and tom-
ahawks, captured Fort Kaskaskia in
the Illinois country. The capture of
this important fort has been called one
of the most epochal events in the his-
tory of the United States, for it paved
the way for the conquest by Clark of
the entire Northwest.

Much new light is thrown on the
events leading up to the fall of Fort
Kaskaskia and the conquest of the
Northwest in a new book, “The Life
of George Rogers Clark,” by Dr.
James Alton James, professor of
American history at Northwestern
university and dean of the graduate
school. This new history of the con-
queror of the Northwest was issued
yesterday by the University of Chi-
cago Press. It represents more than
fifteen years of study and research
on the part of Dean James, recognized
As an authority on the events of the
Revolutionary War west of the Alle-
ghanies.

Frontier Leader

It was in 1776 that George Rogers
Clark went to Kentucky as a surveyor
for the Ohio company. His iron will,
audacious courage and magnificent
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three miles above and on she opposite
side from the village of Kaskaskis.
Six days had been consumed in the
march. For two days they had been
without food, but these days of hunger
and fatigue did not weaken the reso-
lution to take the town or die in the
effort.

“At dusk they marched silently
down the river to a farmhouse a mile
or s0 above the town. The family
were made prisoners, and from them
Clark learned that Rocheblave, the
commandant, hearing rumors of a
possible attack, had summoned the
men to arms, but that his spies had
returned without discovering any
trace of an enemy and they were|
again off guard.

and the memorial to the congueror of
the Northwest will be erected at Vin-
cennes, which was captured by Clark
shortly after the fall of Kaskaskia.

The primary objecc of this history
and of numerous papers previously
published by Dean James on George
Rogers Clark, was to make accessible
the documentary evidence by which
the chief phases of the Revolution in
the West might be interpreted. Much
historical information is accessible
concerning the Revolution in the East,
but comparatively little has been writ-

ten of the events in the West.
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Capture of Kaskaskia
“Boats were procured, and within'
two hours Clark and his men had|

crossed the river. So guickly did thex |

move that no alarm was given. One

division of the troops surrounded the |

town while Clark with the other di-
vision pushed on to one of the fort
gates which was found to be open. |
They advanced to the house of the!

commandant. Rocheblave, completely |
surprised, was found in an upper room |

and taken captive. Not a shot had
been fired and within fifteen minutes
evefy street was secured.

“Runners were sent through the
town ordering the villagers, on pain|
pf death, to keep close to their houses. |
By daylight all were disarmed and
the villagers were in great confusion,
for they had been told of the savage !

physique soon made him a leader!
among his frontier neighbors by
whom he was sent in 1776 as a dele-
Eate to the Virginia legislature. In
this capacity he was instrumental in
bring‘aug about the organization of
Kentucky as a county of Virginia
and also obtained from Governor
Patrick Henry a supply of powder
for the Kentucky settlers.

This powder arrived at a most criti-

cal time, for the Kentuckians, cooped |

up in three stockade forts, Boones-

borough, Logan’s Fort and Harrods-
bhurg, were forced to defend them- |
selves against a succession of Indian
attacks organized by British officials |
at Detroit, through which they hoped

to gain control of the whole west. I

To Clark, who was commissioned a

major, was entrusted the arg-;niu-l

tion of the militia for defense. A<go-
ciated with him as captains were

Daniel Boone, James Herrod, John

Todd, Jr., and Benjamin Logan, all
of them noted as Indian fighters.

Compulsory military service was in-| -

mugurated.
“Clark concluded,” writes Dean

James, “that the surest defense’

agninst savage forays would be to!
capture the lilinois posts and win the
friend=hip of the French inhabitants.
As a first step thereto, in April 1777,
he sent Benjamin Linn and Samuel

Moore as spies to Kaskaski and Vin-
cennes. What his designs were was

a secret which he shared with no
m.'l‘l §
After an absence of two months,
Linn and Moore returned to Harrods-
burg. They reported that there was
no suspicion of an attack from Ken-
tucky, that the fort at Kaskaskia was |
unguarded, and that while the French |
feared the American backwoodsman, -
whom they regarded as desperadoes,
they were lukewarm in their attach-
ment to the British flag. .I
Plan of Campaign '
“Guided by this report,” Dean
James’ history continues, “Clark, in
a letter to Governor Patrick Henry,
gave a concise statement of the situa- |
tion in the Illinois country and sub-
mitted a plan of action notable for
its aggressiveness. Kaskaskia, he as-
serted, was of the utmost importance,
for from this center the British were
able to keep control of the Indian
tribes and send them against the Ken-
tucky pettlements; it furnished pro-
visions. for the garrison at Detroit,
and coptrolled the navigation of the |
Missisgippi and the Ohio, thus pre-
venting the Americans from secur-
ing goods from the Spaniards with
which to carry on Indian trade. He
advocated sending a force to capture
this post.” .
Clark was appointed a lieutenant-

jes of militia, each to contain fifty

men. He was advanced 1,200 pounds |

in depreciated ' éonfinental currency
and was given an order on General
Hand, commanding officer at Fort
Pitt, for the necessary boats, am-
munition and supplies. By the striet
interpretation of his open letter of
instroctions Clark was to go to the
relief of Kentucky; but in his private

ture Kaskaskia.
“Clark was the more eager to ad-
vance after he learned of the French

nature of the Americans. They were |
shocked when they beheld the un-
kempt appearance of their conguerors,
whose clothes, because of the hard
march, were dirty and ragged. But
instead of employing extreme meas-
ures Clark was desirous of gaining
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The Roosevelt is as interesting
as 1ts famous French Quarter
—as hospitable as its people—
and as dehghtful as its year
round climate.

WRITE OR WIRE FOR RESERVATIONS
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HERE IS a hotel that
matches every charm of
this quaint old City.

sembling engraving.

in Printing

)@

Let us show you our new samples re-

Announcements, Stationery.
Does away with the cost of a plate.

Prices Reasonable
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Cards, Invitations,
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A Long Distance Call _
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Could Be Tasted!

If words could be tasted, then reading this message would
give you a clear idea of how sweet, how fresh and how
definitely superior Bowman’s Milk really is.

But such cannot be. You must taste Bowman’s Milk to
really know. So we make this plea. Order a bottle to-
day. Shake it well to mix its creamy richness. Then fill
a glass and drink. Oh, oh! What a treat! Sweet as
clover, fresh as dew and flavory—well, as flavory as

only a pure, fresh milk can be.

the Bowman milkman who passes your door.

That’s Bowman’s Mi!l‘c! Delivered to your door fresh ev-
ery day. Your neighbors use it—love it—will have no
other. One taste and you will know why. Place your or-
der now. Telephone Highland Park 2700 or order from

Is a Simple Matter

ERHAPS there are still a few persons who

believe that making a long distance call is a
long-drawn-out, complicated and expensive pro-
cedure. Such is by no means the case. It is very
easy to make any kind of a long distance call.

To make a station-to-station call, you merely
call “long distance” and when the operator answers
you tell her the number of the distant telephone.
If you do not know the number, give the name and
address under which the telephone is listed. The

~charge begins when the called telephone answers.

To make a person-to-person call, you tell the
long distance operator the name and telephone
number or address of the person to whom you wish

to talk. The charge begins when communication
is established with that person.

If you wish to know the rates or any other in-
formation, the long distance operator will hel p you.

“Earnings must be sufficient to assure the best possible
telephone service at all times and to assure the continued
Sfinancial integrity of the business. . . . Earnings in
excess of these requirements must either be spent for the
enlargement and improvement of the service furnished
or the rates charged for the service must be veduced.”

;me an .ﬁ_rl'_u;y.:nlm S. Giﬂ'::rdN, Frui;itnr. American
elephone Te Company, to National Association of
Railroad and Utilities missioners.

ILLINOIS BELL TELEPHONE COMPANY

BELL SYSTEM

One Policy - Ome System - Universal Service
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