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pastorate. It was while he was here
that the community passed from what
may be called the pioneer to the mod-
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o 1919 Dr. Pfanstiehl,
period of enforced rest brought on by

conceived the happy idea of

preserving for his grandchildren in
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lives of their forefathers and of his
own life. In these letters he writes
glowingly of his childhood days in the
pioneer circle. The hard days of the
early years of the Dutch settlement
given way Lt an \nC reasing
strength and influence and prosper-
ity. Among many business interests
his father owned a side-wheel pass-
enger steamboat which plied between
Holland and Chicago. Many a ride
the little boy took on this steame;.
The Ottawa Indians lived near the
*n}r and were constant objects ar
rest to the small white children
who picked up much of their lore
and patterned some of thejr fames in
imitation of them. He was just old
enough to remember what sthe Civil
War meant to Holland and the grief
which seized the community at the
news of Lincoln's death. As in the
Pilgrim colony of New England there
Was a rigorous ecclesiastical discip-
line; but Dr. Pfanstieh! was fortun-
ate iIn a father who anticipated in
many ways the more modern methods
of cultivating responsibility and in-
dependence of thought and action In
children. At no time was the boy
made to feel that the Christian faith
implied a rigorous and painful sup-
pression of the true instincts of life.
He was active and healthy and vigor-
ous in mind and body and to his last
day he was enthusiastic over the
Memories of his childhood.

Dedicated to Ministry

In 1872 Dr. Pfanstiehl enterag
Hope college and at the close of his
freshman year decided to take up a
business career. It was a disappoint-
ment to his father and mother. On
the day of his birth they had dedi-

cated him in prayer to the Christian |
ministry. They had never told him of |

their hope for him, alwaws allowing
him the privilege of choosging his own
life-work, and when he chose_ a busi-
ness career they wished him well. He
went to Detroit immediately after the
college year and obtained a position
in a business house which has since
ETOWN to [arge proportions. And then
a4 strange thing happened to him.
Within a few weeks, without any
urging or suggestion from anvone,
the yvouth began to question the wis-
dom of his choice. He passed through
what was essentially a spiritual crisis,
and ended it by resolving to Eive up
business and study for the ministry.
At the end of the summer he went
back to Hope college, the youngest
member of the class. and graduated
three years later as valedictorian.
Then followed three vears at the Mé.
Cormick Theological Seminary in
preparation for the Presbvterian min.
istry.

When Dr. Pfanstiehl faced the be.
ginnings of his active ministry he
made an important decision. He
could have gone to a church in Chi-
cago. He went instead to a small
country charge at Raritan, Illinois.
and remained there five years, laying
the foundation of habits of study and
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the pastor of my desire to unite with
the Christian fellowship. In the spring

of 1907 Dr. Pfanstieh! resigned lhi.l‘

: gave proof of the meaning of
 rationship.

pouring out herself on his behalf, she

Gradually he grew
Wworse. At frst he could to
play a few rounds of his beloved golf:
but that became impossible. The last
few months left him weaker phys-
wally. Two weeks before his wife’s

writing which remained with him
through life. Part of one of
these years was spent in Europe
pursuing his studies and meeting the

rélatives in Holland. This trip was

osity. It was while he was pastor at
Raritan that he met Miss Julia Aimee
Barnes of Prairie City and won her as
his wife. In the letters to his grand-
children Dr. Pfanstiehl has written

made possible by his father's p,-ner‘l

beautifully of his courtship and of the
meaning of their relationship through
twenty-seven years. Two years after
the marriage he left Raritan for a
church at Troy, Missouri. which min-
istered to the faculty and students
of the State umiversity. The minister
was only thirty years of age and he
set himself immediately to his im-
portant task. While in this pastorate
he suffered a breakdown in health
which necessitated giving uff all ac-
tive work and living in retirement &t
Holland for a brief period. With the
renewal of health there came three
pastorates, at Denver, Colorado, at
Shelbyville, Indiana, and at Lafay-
ette, Indgna. This last was also the
site of Purdue university and during
his term of service there Dr. Pfan-
stieh] lead in the building of a large
and costly church. In 1897 he came
to the ministry of thi= church in
which we meet to-day.

Long Pastorate Here

Dr. Pfanstiehl’s ﬁl:tﬂnte was the
longest in the history of our church
with the exception of the present

here that he had laid to rest
of his two soms, Fred, who was
en suddenly and fatally with influ-
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his full vigor. He kept up his min- | e
istry of supply preaching for 5 more

years, living at Deal Beach. N. J- 1
the first home he had ever really
owned, but he was obliged to recog-
nize the limitations of his years. From
1922-26 he and his wife lived abroad.
wintering at Mentone in the south of
France. In the summer of 1924 he
had the great pleasure of showing
his son and daughter-in-law and
gKTandsons through Holland. In May.
1926, Dr. and Mrs. Pfanstiehl re-
tarned to Highland Park.
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ATHROOM conven-

iences — washroom
niceness — cleanness, joy-
fulness, perfect plumbing
throughout the house. Let
us help you plan a perfect
home with every conven-

ience.

T. H. DECKER & CO.
and Heating
TRt A

BOX OFFICE

BOX OFFICE—Phone Rogers Park 9112 from
suburbs Highland Park 2727. Gate admission,
nights, $1.50, $1.75, $2.50, $3, and 400 free seats.

Chicago (no toll).
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