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added himself to the scene. Rapscal-
lion had shared the tent with Bur-
ton. Now, however, urged By some

e e, e . T T e, S T e e L

WHO’S WHO IN THE STORY: | Simmins retired, his heart glow-|ing them. Put the battery back in | ‘a&8€ Nstismtmtin, SHme Sshpethie — —-- .
. . | ing. | that rattletrap of his and drive it|uneasiness, some trickle from the }"DRU\
LARRY DAVENPORT, author in- The two young people made their | cut.” current u-rtr:hm: out a channel of \ ,.
vents an electric battery of starthing | ey to the baak of the litthe stream.! Cardimer pondered. h“s doggy mind, he had deserted the _ \ - o EP e e e B -
PoOWeT. | where they would be screened frown| “When we stop that self-starter | “3'™ and grateful mest and hfd

GRIMSTEAD, a capitalist, whom | the camp. There Larry lighted =it will be noticed,” he objected, “and | come forth to sit by his master.
Larry meets while he is stranded on | myatch and cast a hasty glance of | there'll be a lot of noise getting Grimstead paid him no attention;

T .

a California mountain side by the | irspection at the document. | away. Simmins sleeps right next but, cord in h_“'d* advanced upon
breakdown of his car, induces Daven-| “It’s all right,” he assured Burton | door. What do I do with him? the sieeper. Now the queer thing
. port to sign an agreement by which | relievedly. “This is it! Blessed be| “Simmins is already taken care|happened.
: he and the capitalist make and mar- | Simmins!”  of,” said the -pirate chief calmiy. Rapscallion Was the most friendly
3 ket the Battery. | He tore it into small pieces and | “He will continue to sleep. That of dogs, ever polite and eager, whose

| drink 1 gave him will fix that.” experiences with humans had always

ROSS* GARIINT™ P,“teld 'S i cast thent Whﬂ «current.

: - ' . : e - ; " - . beem courtecus. Also he was, of

- second<m-command, draws’ up the 1 feahoas though the weight ol | Doped?’ surmised Gardiner, i B : |
:-' agreement. He and '_-:r!.ln‘".-:-'-ll.-'.'.'ij Are | worlds ﬁd been lifted!™ he cried I "J“w ’Hﬂ.rphint fm#ﬂ Gri - 'H:hﬂrﬂu‘h"! rmmr‘th . .
' overheard by Larry as they discuss | “It does seem as though some one Mrifddicine case. And we'll feed Daven-{ \:.“ﬂ_t h' - g~ '.ﬂf : e S [ —
3 the manner in which they will profit | or something was helping us,” saud | port a little of the same.” E n:‘_ "'E;:r‘- srose 'h. AR AT - e -

from the battery and ignore Larry's | Purton soberly. *“l think that wc| “Chief, you're a wonder! You I‘;F‘l;. “L:T:‘md“‘“ﬂi‘mf "“‘f; 1:'_‘"' ALL WORK GU . ESTIMATES FRER - CHARGES REASONABLE .

idealistic aims for it. | should be very thankful that thing: | think of everything!” cried Glrdi:er :nnrli:l b.:-:k. Gr?:ste:ﬁu-; ips

. 2 . | came about so easily.” ' admiringly. 1I'd suggest you tie him | " = .
BORTON ClLLNSIRAL: the pop  up after he goes under or he'll likely Here, Rap, you old fool!” he ad- PROFESSIONAL

italist’s daurhter, has fallen in love |

with Davenport, impressed by his

strange power of prophecy. She sug- |

pests that he “dissemble” so that

Grimstead will think he agrees to his

plan for handling the battery.
SIMMINS, butler-chuaffeur,

friendly toward Davenport, is per-|

suaded te try to steal the signed
agreement from Grimstead’s biil-foid.

e

out of hearing Grimstead turned on

snd we must get busy. Things are |
at touch and go with us and the
' stakes are the biggest ever played.”

CHAPTER XX

Dyiscovered
The moment the yvoung people weére |

Gardiner with an almost savage in-

tensity of manner. :
“Listen here, Ross,” he said rapid-

ly. *“The time has come for action,

| “Look out; here they come! You

raise hell when he comes to.”
“l expect to,” said Grimstead.

understand your job and remember,
1’ the biggest stake in the world!”™

CHAPTER XXI
Punketty-Snivvel's Revenge

Eventz: ran smoothly along theh

plan laid out for them by the pirate

n'onished in a low voice. “What ails
you?"

And again stepped forward. h

Instantly Rapscallion uttered two
sharp and challenging barks.

The sleeper did not stir; no souml
came from the tent. Grimstead |
siepped forward again.

Now Rapsecallion did not know
what it was all about. Omnly his
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CHAPTER XIX Gardiner looked at him blankly. |
Simmins, a True Knight “Never mind figuring it out. Listen |

The campaign of dissembling went | ‘¢ me, and _takf orders. This mnrrl
off with a bang. Grimstead’s hos- | Davenport is a fool, but he has|
tility melted easilv. The impact of brains. It was perfectly evident lh?tE
Davenport’s identity as a famous the thought would soon suggest at- |
author, instead of the mechanic he self that if he could once get hold |
had believed him. was tremendous. | of the agreement he had signed, he

The engagement finished him. ! could 1’{'“_ us to go "-Lhi::;t]u," R
Davenport was an excellent mateh, | “But since he and Miss Barton—" |

turned shortly to the campfire. At a
sLitable time a night-cap was pro-
posed and drunk. Soon after, with
Burton in her darkened temt and
Davenport deep in stupor, the con-
spirators had the place to themselves.

Silence rushed in upon the dying
clatter as into a vacuum. Gardiner

raused long enough to loek in on | which is improbable, it was a reflect.

dc his utmost.

Simmins. That worthy had not stir-

he was a manly chap, and—if Grim-| “Poppycock! Do you think that| reqd

stead could arrange it— he was go-| type of fanaticism ever becomes

ing to be immensely wealthy. Of' reasonable?”

course he had a lot of damn-fool, “Then why—"

idwaTTstie wotions- but an suthor-was, . “A bhind. It wnu!dn't fool a I:I‘llfd-

supposed to be eecentric. = : | W, let alome a wise old coot hike
Supper passed jovially enough. €. I'm an old bivd; I can put two

Then Grimstead caused the hearts | and two together. The first thing

of three of the party to skip a beat. | '0 1Ty was ﬂhﬁnu.ﬂ.lflm F'Et hold of
“Simmins,” he commanded, “here’s | it peaceably, :}' stealing it. If th;:

little: it's ¢ | didn’t work, he was going to get 1

E:‘::ﬂtc;i:ll:“{! :huut it." = {Fﬁmﬁ_- how, if he had to hold us uap
As he spoke he took off the gar-|or sandbag us. I know the type.

ment and hung it on a stub, replac- | He's a fanatic, and the most danger-

ing it with a sweater. He removed | ous kind. He'd :::nmmLt murder be-

nothing from the pockets, and all | fore hel'd give in.”"

three of the conspirators could diE‘E Gardiner was excited.

tinctly make out a corner of the bill-| “Get him before he gets us!” he|

fold showing from the inside pocket. Suggested.
Simmins picked up the coat, and “i{ began to take my measures at

with it started toward the creek. {once,” Grimstead went on. hﬂhﬁﬂuﬁlf

“Hey'?” called Grimstead after ! he'd try first of all to steal the
him. “Where you going? I don't| lill fold. So I made it easy for him.”
want that thing washed'” “Did you suspect Simmins?”

“No sir; of course not, sir. Mere-| _~ Not at that time. But I figured
ly a triffe of sponging, fresh running | iavenport would begin to manoeuvre
water, you know, sir,” stammerel | !¢ get hold of the coat or mear it

Simmins, beating a hasty retreat | A test,” murmured Gardiner.
“You're not afraid to trust him | Precisely. Well, when he did not,

with a pocketbook?” Larry venturded | } begzan to think I might be wrong.
to sguggest.
rimstead ladghed. ; : i “
“I woudn't trust him with my roll,” I IL settle with him lltl‘:‘t'.:
he agreed. “But that pocketbook con- HE‘_-‘t the agreement— '
tains nothing but papers; and they : Was not there, of *'-'ﬂ“m I sub-
can all be replaced. There’s nothing | stituted _ﬂ"-' carbon copy. ,
there to interest Simmins.” _ “They’ll detect the difference; it
Burton and Larry exchanged an-|isn't signed.” L
other glance. It was almest too| 1 signed it for him,” grinned the

I| Then Simmins came back scared as
! a rabbit, and 1 realized he was in it.

It was the work of but a few mo-| course of conduet. He began again
ments more to reinstall Davenport’s | to bark rapidly and warningly.

| strange storage battery in the other
1

| CAr.

| Gardiner found -the engine much
more flexible Than any pwreoiime-car
he had ever driven. For a few min-
utes he amused himself by bringing
it almost to a stop and then picking
up smoothly and positively by mere-
| ly opening the throttle. He then
«tarted out and settled down to the
sheer pleasure of driving as fast as
his skill would permit.

He was a good driver, and he un-
derstood well how to pick up the
| straightaways and just how much to
| check at the curves.® And he was a
safe driver, as genuine skill issusuo-
ally safe.

But Gardiner was not alone in the
car. No less a personage than Pun-
ketty-Snivvles occupied the seat next
to him, but the little dog's protective
coloration had concealed him from
(tardiner’s notice.

Now Gardiner had once cuffed
Punketty-Snivvlez soundly when that
| personage had been left in his charge.
| Lo, crouched in his place, Punketty-
Snivvles fixed his beady eyes in male-
volence on hiz enemy, and worked
vp a fine big hate.

| corner to see ahead of him a straigh*
bridge. The lights showed him its
approach on a slight rise, and that
it was built on a high trestle. Then

pression that, unexplainedly and for
the fAirst time, the proximity of this
large human meant trouble to Mas- |
ter; and his simple dog eode told
him to stick tight, say as much as
he could about, and, in extremity to

If he had a private thought apart,

ing one of despair at relative sizes
and powers; but it did not affect his

Az Grimstead continued to advance
he bobbed forward and back a few
inches as though propelled by a

spring. ——_ —=_ 3l

These thing= impressed Grimstead
just so far as to cause him to pick
up a heavy, club-shaped billet of
wood, a weapon that plainly out-
gunned the armament of a little red-

dog who fought at 15 pounds!

At this moment Burton appeared
from the tent.

“Dad!™ she cried, “what are }-nuh
doing with that club and that rope?

& |F¥

I'll keep him quiet!

e
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As her mind cleared and fnr.'ussrd,i
however, her eves widened with ter.|
ror. Davenport's immobilitiy attire;
what did it mean?

She dashed forward to Larry, and,
undeterred by Rapscallion, fell on
her knees at his side.

“What have you done? What
have you done?” she cried, terror-

Gardiner flashed around a last

before she lost control of herself.
“He’s no* hurt. He'll be as well as
ever in the morning.”

But by this time Burton had as-
soréed herself that Larry was living
and unhurt, and rose slowly to her
feet. Her brow was puckered in

plane tuning.
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= clder man, “it isn’t a very good for- ]
z“fn:. IT;] t::zutﬂ Simmins glided | 8¢T¥, but all he’ll do tonight will be the “““*""; “:hthfi‘f;’ t*‘""“;-‘*:;i the shght
unobtrusively into the firelight and | ' examine it with a match to see if | 7S¢ &F . Lﬁ SV
hung the coat again on the stub. it’s what he wants.” At the same instant Punketty-
“Here.” Grimstead commanded at| ~Clever work, chief,” cried Gar-| Snivvels, whose hate had worked up
. “bring me that pocketbook out diner. “But | don't see that it gets | to a point of action, reached out and
of the inside pocket. us far.” hit Gardiner in the wrist!

For a moment Simmins limbs re-| 1t Fets us umtil '!'“_“:'i“l- And it Gardiner, who had not known of
fused to work; but he succeeded in | €OTToDorates my suspicioms.” the dog’s presence, jumped in sur-
extracting the pocketbook and bring-| oW listen carefully, Ross,” con- | prise and alarm. The car swerved
ing it to his master. Conmtrary to|'!inued Grimstead, “for this is what| but he was too cool a driver to per-
expectation, Grimstead did mot open | YOU must do. You've got to get ou’ | mit it to leave the road. However,
jt. He examined Simmins curiously. [ ° here, and you've got to take this| for three seconds his attention was

“You're trembling like a leaf,” he | 28Teement with you to

thought.

“You've drugged him " she decided !
at last. She pondered for a moment !
more, then raised her head.

“The engine has stopped — you

“THE MOST BEAUTIFUL CAR
Bans: bl Mo Gae 1™ ke dcbd i I HAVE EVER SEEN”
sudden emlightenment. A deep scorn ,

rose to the surface of her eyes. “And
NOW you Were going to tie him! M
You're afraid of what he might do!” 2’-
On the passing of the danger of
hysterics Grimstead became himself
matter

the nearest | deflected, and that time was sufficient This was too a R
said. “What's the matter with you?” mﬂer‘nlﬂtﬂitw“ﬁat to shoot the car on to the planking r'__n‘_ﬂ__?ﬂ, ool ONSIEUR Saoutchik, whose comment on ’
Simmins muttered something about | ™e8ns you start tomight; 5 = the bridge. brusquely. Pierce-Arrow 1 t ¢
[ being chilly by the stream. coon as everybody has turned in."| Gardiner saw all this with the] *This s not womsn’s business, e 1 g e
“Well, bring me my small leather| Gardiner nodded. Wmnsiger 7 Bl B flemslibsrmlions BByl siese one of the world’s most famous custom-body builders.
- - e ti;;u” N aa b s = | anil trwm, e o 1he pone thoe his] St 15 T el He has built special bodies for the Vatican, the King |
e 7 o ki and e 1ot | LPable Of aying drwn 20| s e sowrring B . T e e bt B (] Norway, the King of Spein and other sotbies o
Sl fold dencath the fap have.” e e h""m-h e h“"":“"- - N . Europe and America. His creations are found almost ;
“There! Shell stick safe emough| W hat do you mean?” Before him yawned an abyss. The | him a rich i....: of oo exclusively the best known and most 3
there until we go. Take it back, Sim. |  Refuse his formula.” bridge bad been carried g I — : o P : oSt expen-
s B saue b il e mal vale N t;"""m, ca sway by|him to ruin himself by foolishness.” sive Eunropean cars, such as Hispano-Saiza, Isotta
“Yes. sir” said Simmins. “and i¢| “Hell stand that. Hell stand for T “He will never thank you; and | Fraschi .
there 12 nothing more, sir, T ask per. | AVEhIng now he's got his head set! |, Even while be reached for thei will mever forgive you!” she eried AR, S AO——
mission to return to my camp to| TRt's the sort they used to use the | ' " is bra Phoru:p_chﬂrm* L The new Pierce.Arrow is offered in fifteen cus.
turn in.” thumb rack on without much success. ’?Ef_n’:"";'ﬂt bridge, tha| Ho shrugged his shoulders. Wo- tom-built body styles with strikingly new lines and
“Weil, take a drink before you go,” | COUld you analyze this battery, if :’}:’";i‘ﬂh mﬁfa “"'“"'“*l‘? wen always got over these things.| kelon el oouslins Prices £
offered Grimstead. “Here’s the key.|Y°" bad it, and reproduce the for- Ay *‘":’““"'Bﬂ.-ﬁkmhmm m twenty-
| mula? white phosphorescent tumbel of | yiey seemed desirable. It would mo nine hundred dollars—at Buffalo.
longer be possible or desirable o ’ ’ -
restrain the young man by foree. . .
-:lh-nr':m'hﬂlh- ;5-'-!!-&-: mﬂf-—#’r-m
“Try some common sense rompdi fred fimancing makes this a mest practical procedure.
into him-—if its possible. But be present car accepted amonnt
sure to t6ll him one thing: That his Yeur go. '-::.:"H A
oo Py - vl apprarial
protacted. Hell get every cemt that
s coming to him.™




