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Until' recently 1 supposed that in
writing these stories, “Rediscovering
[linois,” I was doing something orig-
inal. Now I find that I am very late/
about it. yJJohn Regan did much the |
same thmg something like three-quar- | t©
ters of a century ago.

W. C. Regan, of Stronghurst, his
grandson, loaned me a copy of the
book John Regan, “late of Ayrshire,
now of Illinois,” authored far enough
back so that the “second edition,
greatly enlarged,’ was published in
Edinburgh in 1859. If is ealled “The
Western Wilds of America,” although
the book deals almost exclusively with
[llinois.

John Regan, who brought his bride
with him, settled on the Spoon river
near Ellisville. The book is really-a
plea to the people of England and
Scotland to break away:from the con-
ditions which held them in poverty, al-
most in bondage, and start anew in
the new world.

He tries to point out how they can
do it. Ome chapter devotes to the
building of his house. 1 quote:

Cost of Building House

‘I will now give a statement of the
entire cost of the strutture, I8 feet
long, 14 feet wide and 8 feet from
floor to f Motorbusl”®
a nice little garret, and blcll room
eight feet by elen—

“Two days hewing $1.50

Leighton, of Eho:ﬂlle, Knox county,
in 1851 wrote a letter to a friend in
Scotland who proposed emigration h'l
which he said:
Any Sort of Girl
‘My wife wishes you to bring girll
who will go out to work. They are

yuu know, secure good wages. Do try
bring her one. You need not be
plrticullr about her looks for if she
is good-looking she will be no time
with us as they all get married. If she
squints, or wants an eye, no matter
—bring a ‘girl.”

Farm prices apparently fluctuated
a great deal. A chapter apparently
written in 1846 records that, “The
farmers being in general men of small
capital, an immense amount of grain
is thrown upon the market immedi-
ately after harvest: and then, as a
necessary result, the price rules low.
A shilling for wheat, sixpence for
oats, fourpence for Indian corn are
common prices then; whereas in Oc-
tober, February, March, April, May
and June, when navigation is open,
the prices invariably rise .and those
who are able to hold on until then
are sure to obtain a good return.”

Good cows when John Regan ar-
rived, and for some years thereafter,
had a standard value of $10 each. He
puts down that when he went out
among his neighbors to buy his first

| pigs he was surprised to find them in

the same category with kittens. They
were not sold to new settlers, but giv-
en away. Eggs were three cents a
dozen in the store at Elligville and

Carying timbers to ground .... . .50
600 feet studding, 4 In, sq. 6.00 |
200 do scantling ... ... ... 200
400 do oak sheeting for roof 4.00
2,000 black walnut shingles 10.00
1,000 feet black walnut lum-

ber, siding / — (| X))
600 feet cottonwood plank

ing, floors .

4 pairs window sashes ... 1. BT |
m panes of glass at 4¢ ea. ... '1.20 |
Putty e 1128
Lime for building -:'hlmne:.r 1.00
Nails, 20 lbs., at 4¢c b, . 80 |
1500 bricks for r:himnu}* and ;

oven 3
2 doors, hlack wninut
and a half
2 pair hinges,

nails, 15¢

Eﬂﬂ|

9.00
Lm:h

|
1
|

35¢c—screw

Total $565.56% |

“Add to this, say six dollars for'
board. and thus for $81.50 or about |
eleven pounds sterling — not counting |
our labor — we got ap a pretty com- |
modius building. Still it was only a!
shell and on the approach of winter
required to be lathed and plastered
inside which cost $156 mare.” | |
Search fails to reveal the exact year
of John Regan’s arrival in Illinois. The
book is apparently the result ‘of a
number of years of experience. Prob-

ably he came sometime in the 1840’s | ‘
| “The white man has a warm heart,

or even before that.

In one place it is recorded, in 1851,
while he speaks of the Oregon and
Californian gold fever, that “Our
farm wages are from 60 to 80 dollars
per half year with board and wash-
ing.

Pioneer Market (Juotations
“Markets of late have been hlgh
for most articles:

Wheat, per bu. .. 51.00

Oats, do. . ; . A0

Castor beans, do. PR o S

Flax seed, do. s amnicad I

Smoked bacon, Ib. . s DBYS

Butter, do. ......... . s

Eggs, per doa. ........ it 1 DS

Sugar, per lb, : L 08

Coffee, do. .19

Rice, do. : . ad | D

Telephone H. P. 357
Dr. J. W. SHEDD

DENTIST

47 Bi. Johas Avemus
HIGHLAND PARK ILI..I:HIII

Dr. IRVING C.SCHUR
Dentist

16-18 N. Sheridan Rd. Tel. 1190

comer for settings. So he found him-
'self soon in the hog and poultry hu.li
ness,

The author records his amazement.

twhen he eame into this new country
| to find how well the settlers lived,

| Their tables were loaded with jellies
and jams, many kinds of meats, game,

. butter without stint, fats and
greuﬂ and gravies. Tables liter-

| ally groaned and there was cider and

other drinks—which leads to the story
of Patrick Murphy and Naugh-alchoo-
ma, medicine man of the Pottawatom-
| jes.

This story must go far back for the
| Pottawatomies' were all swept out
about 1833, One day Naugh-a choo-
| ma came to the Murphy home, looked
| at the family feast steadily for about
ten minutes and then broke out:

“White man, have you been sick?"

“Yes, very."”

“Have your children been sick?”

“Yea, we have all been very bad.”

“The white man complains — let
him blame himself."

“How s0? True for you. I have
wrought hard since I came west and
1 know that the night dews and the
bad airs from the damp grounds are
hurtful; but what could I do?™

Indian’s Advice

He works hard for his squaw  and
children. The Great Spirit. sees it

Land is pleased. - But the things that

neighbors scorned to charge.a new- |

much needed in this country and, as|pe

the mll* towns in the time of John
Regan’s researches. He mentions Chi-
eago once or twice as a promising vil-
lage. ut when he devotes space to
the salaries paid “artizans” he guotes
the Peoria rate. Here are samples:
Bricklayers, per day, $2.00 to $2.50.
Plasterers, do,, $2.00 to $3.00,
Housepainters, do., §1.75 to $2.50.
, per month, $36.
Wagonmakers, do., $1.25 to $1.50.
akers, do., $1.25.
iths, per mo., ﬂﬁ to $40.

H«I to $18.
rvlntn, do, $14 to 416,
pace is devoted in the book

k magde by nmminé earth
ld and drying it in the sun.

, apparently, in the prairie
where other materials were

pettlers doubted the lasting

ade of it might last 300
me must have erred. Pise
m gone,

“Amusements” in Early Days
A lady in England wrote John Re-

gan to | what the women in Illi-

noig did [to amuse themselves, He

graze and the lambs
the hens cackle and the
.’ and spoke of “a cele-
o with one string called
wheel that hummed a
it roundelay, a nutahle

“After |a qulltm: is over, then the
young | pour in — the fiddle
squeaks—tthe crockery is judiciously
laid away, as being unfitted for the
occasion — and, though I will not say
| with Davy Crockett, that the next
| morning you might gather up hand-
| fuls of toe-nails, I have no doubt but
that the fiddler's elbow and the young
folks’ he¢ls and the old folks’ sides
dre all a Jittle worse for’ wear
of coursg I have not said anything
of love-adventures.”

Oh, all you gray haired ones, who
shake wise dand worried heads at the
gay youth of today and eall them ]nu-
mad! [ wnn&er and wonder. ;

|

The coming real benefactor of the
human race is the fellow who can in-
vent a ;eﬂf«ﬁllini automobile tire,
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Room 8, State Bank Bldg.

PIANO TUINING

All work guaranteed. Charges Reas

H. F. PAHNKE

National Association

PIANO TUNER

Estimates Free

OFFICE Hmﬂmnn PARK 2048
o~

4

Highland Park, Illinois

Office Hours: Daily 9 a. m. to 6 p. m

HE Service rendered
our Policy Holders has
made this the Agency of

Insurance for this com-

When better insurance is

will wnte it. .
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Central lnsuranch Semce

Telephone 574 - 1045

mumam 1L

of pise but others thought |-

Fhu. Ml'ﬂ

MOTIVE

 REPAIR SERVICE
T138 North Firet Street
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S

82 N. First St. Tﬂ.EPlﬂl

LARSON BROS.

GARAGE and CAB SERVICE
m Biored and “ﬂ

Haak’s Auto Supply Co.*
AUTO ACCESSORIZS - BATTERIES

Phone M. P, 391 25 8. SECOND ST.
Battéries Recharged, Rented and Repaired

Telephone Highland Park 542

JAMES COLLINS

Auto Painter
LETTERING - MONOGRAMS
H Grade Work
516-518 Laurel Avenue

- ne o

. H.FRIEBELE |
E ior and

}: ﬂmuﬂiﬂnﬁr%ﬂh'

ﬂnn--ndm*l'wk-m
Estimates given on request .

m in Highland Park sinee 1908
'lld.l!.l’ 245 quﬂnw-hhlr.

Tel. H.P.024  Estimates Furnished
ERNFET H. KUEHNE

" PAINTING and DECORATING
‘Wlli Paper and W Shade
. Samples

607 GLENVIEW AVENUE

MOTOR CAR

'ELECTRIC SERVICE
AUTQMOTIVE ELECTRICIANS

Tel. H, P. 2774

Highland Park Radiator and
Fender Repair Shop

618 ELM PLACE ...
Drive your car in and get estimate

BUTTER AND EGGS

| Cement Work & Grading Contractor |

Automobile Painting

FIRST CLASS WORK
Bring in your car and let us make it
LOOK LIKEE NEW

Sievers and Cervi

- Estimates on Request
West of Briergate Station

Telephone Highland Park 57

Highland Pl.r.k_ -
|\ RADIO AND ELECTRICAL

FHONE H. P. IR DEERFIELD ROAD |
 Phones Highland Park 2358—824-J

Lake Shore Creamery

BUTTER - EGGE

HOME DRESSED POULTRY
. 685 Central Avenue

CARPENTER CUN'IHACI'DR
AND BUILDER

Telephone Highland Park 828-R

JOSEPH J. BERUBE

Carpenter & Builder Contractor
Estimates Furnished

Ne Job Too Large or Too Small
318 North Green Bay Road

CEMENT BLOCKS

EARL R. FROST
' Manufseturer of
CEMENT PRODUCTS
Chimney Blocks Building Blocks
TEL. DEERFIELD 275 nn-rm.n_ll

CEMENT CONTRACTOR

Telephone Highland Park 2180
Pereent Work & Specialty

W. A. Noerenberg Co.
CEMENT WORK CJDHT'RAETQRH
814 Glenview Avenue

Highland Park

———————
: EXCA ‘FATIHG

| Plowing, Ezecavating, Gravel, Sand,

{ ERWIN F. DREISKE

:*

DENTISTS

Hours: 9-12; 1.2;
Sunday and holidays by lppcintmmt

DR. GEORGE J. ETU

DENTIST

Tll H. P. 2832 4 8. First St.

Office Phone Highland Park 2750

C. V. NICHOLS, D.DS.

SHERIDAN BUILDING
Highland 1L

ELECTRICAL CONTRACTORS

APPLIANCES

Telephone Highland Park 1286

JACK PETERSEN

ELECTRICIAN - RADIO SHOP
AT -UR - DOR
591 GLENVIEW AVENUE

-D.&R.ELECI‘RIC_'

General Electrical Contractors
Electrical Wiring
Fixtures and Appliances

‘ G. W,
221 North Ave, H_ilhiﬂl. IMinvods

F.D. Clavey
R‘vth ' -8

EVERGREENS

PLASTERING CO
614 Glenview

Tel. H, P. 441 529

S. T.

PLASTER
Exterior Jass
All Kinds of

J“.

PLASTERING GO
Ornamental and [

Telephone H

P_llklﬂ

—

ELECI‘R%‘VICE

Contracting and

Attractive line nfm
PHONE HIGHLAND PARK 2222

" "Vetter and Better Al the Time"

Telephone Hig d Park 801-W

G. PONSI& MPANY

Plaster & Cement
6562 Deerfield A venue

Tel. H. P. 2371

Black Dirt, Manure

—

FLORIST
“Say It With M"

A FLORIST
53 South St. Johns Avenue

Mlﬂﬁhlmhfkﬂ‘l

GENERAL CONTRACTORS

Telephone Highland m 962
Joseph Cabanargi
CONTRACTOR AND BUILDER
1817 Wade Street

Telephone Highland Park 1482

P. UGOLINI |

and
WMMM every-
on vating.
217 North Green Bay Road™
“
COAL

RICHARD O’CONNOR

HAULING, EXCAVATING
Cinders - Gravel - Torpedo Sand.

Highwood & Palmer Ave.

line of Furniture and Floor Co
PHONE HIGHWOOD 1326

Highwood Fuel, Feed
Hardware Co

PAINTING AND DECORATING

Paints, Wall Paper, Glass
Widow Shades, Auto Giaes

Phone Highwood 1344 {

COAL - WOOD - BLACK DIRT !

', | ; :m North Ave.
Central & Second St. Tel. H. P.

W.B.1I
Iﬁmﬂmthlll’
MMH‘

WMMM
mClntrl.l,ﬁ.?I. Tﬂ.EFM

“
MASON CONTRACTORS
_#
Telephone Highland m 2180
- W. A. Noeren

MASON CONTRA RS
Percent Work »

614 Glenview Anltine

Eltlmhmilhnd TH.H P. 772-J

Boilini & Grandi

Mason and Cement Contractors

Co. |

e

SEWER A.ND NAGE

I.I "'n-

E. NELSON
Dry Cleaning - Bressi
Garments called for - _

85 8. St. Johns Ave.

Tel. H. P. 495

666 Deerfield Ave.

JOE VENTURELLI

Highland Park |

I-l-l*l‘-

| GENERAL MASON CONTRACTOR

. Masonary and Cﬂﬂt Work
Estimates on Request

Phone Eﬂ P. 2391

 HIGHWOOD, ILL.
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J. STONEW,
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