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When one gets to digging about in-
to Ilinois’ musty past he is likely to
find some forgotten things. I have
just been to Flora, Clay county. That
little Illinois city is on the ancient
Vincennes-Cahokia road. Legend says
that.the first white man found this
road, a well-worn Indian trail’ then,
about 224 years ago.

Cahokia was established, on the
Mississippi, in 1609 or 1700. Vin-
cennes, on the Wabash, it is believed
in 1702, From that year on white|
man’s feet have steadily followed this |
cross-state trail.
Some Old Records |
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I have been brushing dust from
some old records. The story of Mr.|
Blackbird bobs out. The story of ]
Francis, Son .of Tobacco. The story|
of George Rogers Clark, the Big|
Knife. In an hour among ancient
archives I find antiques—in spelling; |
peculiar architecture in sentence-
building.

Within short moments I find the |
Wabash river referred to under these
spellings—Ouabash, Ouabache, Oui-
batche and Wabachees. The spelling
of Vincennes is even more liquid. 1
find it as Post St. Vincent, Post Vin-
cent, St. Vincents, Post Vincennes and
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tell of a stream of covered green in the spring time, not so tall| find a variety of poor and rich lands | exploding Aer SHEUR Ul g by | turn trip to Waslihgton s
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and the reds and purples and | places with & lass you may see | to cut down the w '
browns of frost time. . all that is on
over this road, the pioneers who are| We had a wee bit of argument in| which some
to turn the furrows of Missouri, Kan- | the barber shop. Did that first train|tle.”
sas and the west. During the gold|out of the east on the first rails to| Some day i
craze, for a time after "49, a sort of | the Mississippi come through here on| southern
tidal wave of humanity! July 4 in '66 or ‘567 That was the| Concrete
Towns on Trail train that put the stage coach out of | tpy, Af
At intervals now along this rundlhmlnul. The old tavern, stage sta-| great
stands towns—Lawrenceville, Olney, | tion, was two miles west. But Sam | pjchest
Flora, Salem, Carlisle, Lebanon; then | White owned the land hereabouts. He| qway.
where Cahokia once was. They are|gave away lots and started the town. | pagsed
evenly spaced, about 22 to 25 miles | Sam was clever; profited right smart. | huilders.
apart. In the old days, one day’s| Flora has grown slowly, steadily,| jevelopment will start.
travel. Today, on concrete, thirty| never swiftly. The nearest to a boom Mr. Blackbird :
minutes! A, : was when the shoe factory came, It [ dimost fm Mr Blackbird. He
Graybear@s in Flora still remember | employs 300 people. The Sexton Mfg. is :; the bright L8 in George
the ox teams, the three miles an hour, | Co., underwear, works about 126, It’s le Clark’ mﬁﬂﬂ“ oy He lived,
They recall, too, the dashing flight|a B. & O. railroad division point with| ~ " Lﬁu—m el
of the stage coaches, U. S. mail:|shops.. An fce plant works a dozen.| Conrk, onn T igan. Per-
Horses changed every eight or tem| A co-operative organization'deals in haps an original Gold Coaster. _ .

miles. And how the oxen, in h-uviuel

dullness, hugged the road until—

Sharp spikes, filed needle-sharp and
driven into the ends of the whipple
trees. They slashed the leathery hide
of the oxen. Listen, and you can
hear the “skinners”  road blatant
curses after the speeding coaches.
Next time and the oxen left the road.

Not “Good Old Days”

Who talks of “Good old days?”

I found in Flora a patriach, Dr, J.
M. Boyles, pioneer physician who
brought into the world men now
grandfathers. Ask him of those good

old days.
“Good old days,” he remarks with

Au Poste. Cahokia is also referred
to as Cohos.

Francis, Son of Tobacco, also
known as Tobacco's Son, was the

“Big Gate” of the Wabash.
means that he was the principal chief
of a federation of tribes and family
groups in control of south-eastern

Nlinois at the time of the Revulutinn-i

ary war. He was a friend of George
Rogers Clark.
Clark's Expedition

Clark, with a handful of men took
Kaskaskia and Cahokia in 1778. Then
with 170 men, in February 1779, he
traveled the Vincennes-Cahokia road
to Vineenes, with some deviations, and
captured the hated Gov. Hamilton,
known as “the hair buyer” because
American scalps had ready market
with him. Ending that task, Hamil-
tan in irons, he wrote in his report to
Washington:
“The settlements of the Illinois
commenced about one hundred years
ago by a few traders from Canada.”

And that was written in 1779!

Long-Traveled Trail

Yes, men have traveled the Vincen-

nes-Cahokia trail for a long time.

That first hundred years it was mostly
on foot. Then, for a lifetime or two,

even hauled wagons over it. Old-tim-

Th“t water to drink. Mosquitoes by the

a grunt. “Sickness everywhere. Green

millions. Ague, malaria,—fever ram-
| pant, Pot-bellied children because
their food was wrong and they reeked
in pestilence, their livers enlarged.
| Chills every third day! ,
| “Did I say every third day? Yes,
| and every second day and every day,
too. And noboby knew why every-
body was sick or why so many graves
were dug in the fresh prairie sod! Ig-
norance appalling. That ‘was what
| the pioneers met, facing the west, not
| only around Flora but everywhere in
the new country. Sickness, phpsical
torture, death! That was the price
paid by those who broke the sod of
the plains.

“Good old days?! Huh!”

And the ancient physician clattered
out. v

But the old-timers talked, too, of
the beauties of the new land. Flora
is named for the mythical character
of ancient Greece—Flora, Goddess of
Flowers. When white man came he
found here a great plain covered with
tall grasses. Blue-stem grew higher

red-top seed; four compamies whole-
sale and job fruits and produce. Flora
has about 4,000 population today and
a problem— _

Bureau of census figures point to
the problem. It has to do with farms.
This is the situation: .

Population
~ Clay county—1900, 19,6563;
18,661; 1920, 17,684,

Flora—19800, 2,311;

1920, 3,558,
Movement from Farms

Note how the entire county shrinks
despite the town's growth. That
means A movement from the farms of
no good portent. Why? Lack of
scientific farming, people tell me. Ig-
norance in matter of soil-building,
they say. There is no mystery about
getting good returns from acres in
southern Illinois. Land is cheap. Lim-
ing must be done because there is acid
present. Rotation of crops is neces-
sary. Sweet clover is probably best
of all for “bringing back” fertility.
Almost any leguminous crop will help,
beans, clovers, alfalfa.

Southern Illinois farms also need
livestock. Cattle, hogs, sheep, poul-
try. Give the acres any fair treat-
ment, and an empire will be reborn in
what we call “Egypt.” Let us see

1910,

1910, 2,704;

Rogers Clark, back in 1779. This he
wrote after he had licked the British
out of their socks with his 170 men:

Beautiful Illinois

“As for this Illinois country which
you seem so anxious:for., You may
take for granted that its more beau-
tiful than any idea I could have form-
ed of a country almost in a state of
nature, everything you behold is an
additional beauty. On the river you'll
find the finest lands the sun ever
shone on, in the high country you will

than a hox?n’u back; red top, blue-
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S The Coach

‘Today’s Chevrolet is a revelation in quality
motor car value! Only the economies in re-
g and manufacture

search,
from Chevrolet's own

those of General Motors, make it
Chevrolet to offer, .at $645, a

provides—
=beauty and riding

—thrilling qualities of
it as the Smoothest
history and the leader in its

Let us prove Chevrolet's

A sk about our 67, Purchase

— | _
/ CHEVROLET
T —]

comfort that are unsur-
-assed by any other car of comparable price—

and that establish
::nmv ofdependlhilhv

how this country looked to George|

soon as he could— }
The letter added that Mr. Blackbird
was not to be met with “savage cere-

monial,” as other chiefs were met. He !
was cultured, he intimated, wrote let- B & -
ters, looked with disdain on unletteved = - | Use it with cereals,
methods of conference. “I can: talk i | i | asa
better across a table,” Mr. Blackbird, il ‘| Rich in all of the
suggested. et . : - 1 itisa

“I found I could not conwv with :

him in simile as with other Indians,”
Clark recorded. One wonders about
the story of Mr. Blackbird, perhaps
Chicago’s first cultured gentieman,
Odd the little things that come out of
the musty past. I'd like to know
more of Mr. Blackbird. -

EXHIBIT NEW FUELS
" FOR mfmn MOTOR

of Suhlti::tu for Gaso-
Centennial

$645 -~

facilities
for

ACH that

e that stamp
let in Chevrolet

field.
and com»

T g
thntmothﬂw—withlmﬂ;mtx.bﬁhl
of Chevrolet’s and General Motors’ tremen-

dous resources—can offer
bk taostessatows = isri g
Small douwn payment and convenient terms.

Certificate Plan.
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Exposition

A Mellvaine Oil Burner is per-

. manently installed at the High-
land Park Woman’s Club and
will be in operation during the
Exposition:

Sheridan Rd. and Elm Place
Oct.13,14and 15

The demonstration is in charge

of trained heating engineers,
Feel free to obtain their counsel

Unconditionally Guar-
anteed for ome year.
It will be removed
within 60 days and
money refunded if it
" does mot give absolute
patisfaction,

McILVAINE BURNER CORPORATION

| 6 North Michigan Avenue
Permanent Exhibit at Revell’s—Wabash and ¢
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At The Better American Homes

on your own heating problems B
and have them explain why the i
Mcllvaine is more reliable and E
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