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 more than an accidental relationship.

,behalf of the African slave was still
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BY GAVIN W. ALLAN, C. 8. B.{to emulate their works,
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Many Hear Interesting Lecture|ionging to .aof is much
at First Church of Christ, |more, the life Christ
M Jesus, and Mrs. . wonderful
Scientist, Monday discovery of the Seience of being. '
Evening Perfect Healing

Whenever the name Christian Sei-
ence is mentioned to-day, evem to
those who know but little about it,
thought is turned immediately and
naturally to the subject of htl“ﬂ& be-
cause “Christian Science” and “heal-
ing” have come to be inumtelf ass80-
ciated in the minds of many. Just
the name of Lincoln and the idea or
thought of emancipation have come
to be inseparable in the minds of most

le, s0o among an ever Rrowing
multitude the terms of Christian Sei-
ence and healing have become insep-
arably assocjated.

Indeed, between the great work of
Lincoln and the life-work of Mary
Baker Eddy, the Discoverer and
Founder of Christian Science, there is

Little more than three years after
Lincoln had issued the Proclamation
of Emancipation, Mary Baker Eddy
discovered what has proved to be the
Ycience of Christianity, a Science
which is destined to free humanity
everywhere from the mental bonds
with which mankind has seemed to
he encompassed. Regarding this dis-
covery, Mrs. Eddy has written in the
Christian Science textbook, “Science
and Health with Key to the Serip-
tures” (p. 226): “The voice of God in

erhoing in our land. when the voice
of the herald of this new crusade
nded the keynote of universal free-
dom. asking a fuller acknowledgment
of the rights of man as a Son of God,
demanding that the fetters of sin,
sickness, and death be stricken from
the human mind and that its freedom
be won, not through human warfare,
not with bayonet and !}Inod,“ but
through Christ’s divine Science.

Let us consider for a moment some
instances of healing, as these are re-
corded in the- early chapters of the
Bible. In Genesis 20:17, we read that

“Abrahaim prayed unto God: and God | ecom

healed Abimelech;” also in I Kines 13:
6. “And the man of God besought the
Lord, and the king’s hand was re-
stored him in, and became as it
was beforea.” ese instances of heal-
ing in ancient days awaken at least
two queries. Briefly stated. they are:
What is8 God? and, What is prayer?

-gin amo

proved t h the life and works of |

our Hll:.;:“iu rist Jesus. He g:dhimt
claim t belonged m-
gelf; he said, 'Eg Father . . . doeth
the works.” "l’ho;r were muﬁ:m an
understanding of divine ple.
Sickness was healed; sin was destroy-
ed; death was overcome through his
understanding of the omni ence
and omnipotence of God. Sei-
ence of healing is predicated upon a
beneficent, ever available omnipotence.
Let us look for a moment at-some
examples of perfect healing. It is
reco in Luke 4:38, 39, that Si-
mon’s wife’s mother was taken with a
great fever, and they besought Jesus
for her. “And,” the record states, “he
stood over her and rebuked the fever;
and it left her: and immediately she
arose and ministered unto them.”
Another example of perfect heal-
ine is seen in Jesus' treatment of sin,
as recorded in John 8:3411. The story
is, no doubt, familiar to every one
here, The self-righteous scribes and
Pharisees brought to Jesus a woman
taken in adultery. Do you think they
brought her to Jesus in order that she
might be healed? Did they even ex-
pect that he would vindicate their
stoning her? Never! They sought
only to lead Jesus into a trap in or-
der that they might have a cha
against him. What did Jesus do? The
record states that *“Jesus stooped
down, and with his finger wrote on
the und, as though he heard thém
not.” But continued asking, and,
in replﬂ to their insisting u an an-
swer, he said, “He that without

And again he stoo
down, and wrote on the ground.” And
the woman's accusers, being convicted
by their own conscl¥Tices, stole quietly
away one by one. When Jesus saw
that none of her accusers had follow-
ed up their condemnation by stoning
her, he delivered that wunutterably
jonate and healing judgment
“Neither do I condemn thee: go, an
sin no more.” Was this mere par-
don? Was this simply cleaning the
slate, as it were, of past errors that
the offender might be free to contin-
ue as before? No, it was, “Sin no
more.” Could you imagine that
woman returning to her former life

stone at her.

Or, if we expanded them somewhat,|of sin? Never! She was healed.

they might be stated thus: Is God both
able and willing to help any one at
any time? If so, how may His aid be
secured or assured? Is prayer merely
our asking or imploring God to do
something for us, or does it imbly
some understanding of the fact that
God is ever on our side, ever desires
our good.—some understanding on our
part of God's nature,—and an open-
ness or readiness on our part to ac-
cept His blessings? Permit me to
postpone, for a few moments, the an-

A further example of perfect heal-
ing, in this instance the overcomi
of death, is set forth in John 11: .
We read that Lazarus had died. His
sisters sent for Jesus,who came four
days later. On his arrival he tested
to some extent the -faith of those
who had gathered about the tomb by
his command to roll away the stone.
When they had done this, then is re-
corded Jesus’ prayer of thanksgiving:
“Father, I thank thee that thou hast

me;"” his prayer of affirmatio

swer to these auestions. We shall re- [“] knew that thou hearest me always;

turn to this subject later,
Growing Coneent of God

Throughout the Bible there runs as
a golden thread the historv of men's
growing concept of God. You will re-
member that God was regarded by
men of olden time as a beine nf_hu-.n:n
form. and havine a local habitation:
that He was spoken of as a “man of
war:"” as one who was changeable, re-
penting of what He had done: as one
who could be deterred from His pur-
pose: as a being who could love and
hate with aprnarently equal ease and
naturalness. Later, He wns thought
of as omnipresent; as invisible: as our
sheoherd; :our nreserver; our Father,
and on up to Christ Jesus’ revelation
of (tod pg Love. In this resve~t the
Bible is the most human of books. It
apreals to us just where we are, for
each one of us has heen in on» or
more of the nositions indicated along
that up-ward-tendine line. Have not
we ourselves sometimes thought of
God as a being of human form and of
human natufe, with its injustices and
hates? I repeat, the Bible l"f'l‘l:ll'lll to
u= just e we are. and, if we are
willing to follow, leads us wently on
and up to the revelation and ‘demon-
stration of God as Love.

0ld Testament Miracles

During these Old Testament times.
when the popular concepts of God
seem to us to have been somewhat
grotesague. and when the most enlight-
ened of the people seem to have be-
lieved God to be capable of both good
and evil, there were instances here
and there in which the power of God
was proved in the protection and pres-
ervation of man.

Passing over the wonders wrought
in Exypt, the wilderness and Canaan,
by Moses, Aaron and Joshua. we have
a record of a number of what have
been called miracles by Elijah, for ex-
amnle, the staying of the cruse of oil,
and meal. and fthe raising of the
widow's son at Zarephath; also mira-
clea bv Elisha, the increase of the
widow's o0il, the raising of the Shun-
ammite's son, and the cure of Naa-
man's leprosy.

These works were wrought throuch
great faith in God. The writer of the
Fovistle to the Hebrews, reviewing
these wonders of olden times, wrote:
“Time would fail me to tell . . . of the
rnrophets: who through faith subdued
kinedoms. wrought rightsousness, ob-
tained promises, stopped the mouths
of lion=. nuenrhed the violence of fire.
es~aned the edge of the sword, out of
weakness were made strong, waxed
valiant in fight. turned to flight the
armies of the aliens.™

I think it ean be said in all justice
and fairness that these works were
wronght through faith rather than
nn-evetanding: through the pronhst's
faith in his-power as a representative
Jehovah., rather than through an |
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and, following that (remembering thd
he himself told us, “What things so-
ever ye desire, when ye pray, believe
that ye receive them, and
have thm:}“}. may weie na:;t Llui: his
prayer expectation g rus,
come forth.” And, Lazarus having
come forth.” ' And, Lazarus having
Jesus commanded them to “loose him,
and let him go.” I wonder how many
felt that the only loos Necessary
was the undoing of his cloth bands.
I wonder if any there felt the need
for the loosing of mental bands. Jesus’
work in this r had been done,
and I like to think he called u
each one present to “loose him",—
separate him from the false mental

ictures they had entertained of him

uring the few days.

In all these instances I have
cited it is readily seen that the mis-
sion of the Christ is to relieve and
release the viectim of sin or sickness,
never to condemn him; that this is
accomplished by condemning the error
and not the man; and that Jesus knew
enough of error's nothingness to con-
dﬁlmn it as nothing and not as some-
thing.

The method of healing here illus-
trated did not belong solely to Jesus,
neither was it confined n or lim-
ited to his age, his locality, or his per-
son. He taught it to others. He gath-
ered around him at least two groups
of students,—the twelve and the sev-
enty. He taught them; he command-
ed them to heal; he sent them out with
specific instructions to heal the sick,
and on their return commended their
healing work. Nor were such heal-
ing works confined to his immediate
disciples, or to their pupils; for his-
tfr. racnrdfl that t:d of
sick was a familiar recognized ac-
tivity of the Christian church t h-
out the the first three centuries of
existence, and the New Testament re-
cords the of the dead by those
who had not been under Jesus’ person-
al instruction. This ministery of heal-
ing, however, as an activity of the
urir church, noticeably declined dur-
ing the third century and was lost, and
for over sixteen centuries there exist-
ed little tangible evidence that any
such Science of healing had ever been
taught and demonstrated on this

planet. .
Discovery
But the human need was t,
the longing for freedom
ately great. Necessity, which has
ever driven human race to seek
and to find relief from its limitations,
was at work and succeeded in this as
in many other branches of endeavor.

Let us trace its steps. Many a
it.il:m hu it occurred that a news afihu;':
n a city , CO one
kel sl B g S oty i
noticed or unremembered. But sel-
dm’tii“ is 12&:13 'h‘#ﬁ.mn
a notiee more
the possibilities with which it was
ot e g g Mg e o
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uotes: ‘And these s
them that believe; . . . they shall lay
hands on the sick, and they shall re-
cover.,' " :

So on the Sunday following she
called for her Bible and began read-
ing the account of the healing, by
Jesus, of the palsied man, and as she
read a great spiritual_ ence was
hers, the realization then and there of
the power of God. In that moment
all pain vanished. She rose from her
bed, dressed, and walked into the par-
lor where her clergyman and a few
friends were littinf,—friendn who had
withdrawn but a few moments before
frdm what they supposed was her
death chamber.” In that moment Mrs.
Eddy did more than experience a
cure; she received a revelation for
she had been fitting herself all her
life. But to be healed herself was not
enough. She must know the Science
of this heali in order that others
hight be ed. For three years,
Mrs. Edd{ruru. she “sought the so-
lution of this problem of Mind-healing,
searched the Scriptures and read little
else, kept aloof from society, and de-
voted time and energies to discovering
a positive rule’ (Science and Health,
p. 109). She discovered the long-
lost Science of healing, and submit-
ted it to the very broadest practical
'tlh}ndﬂ}e haTIing of disease of ev-
ry Kind for nine years before writ-
ng the Chﬂutilnﬂﬁimce textbook. °

What is this Science of healing?
U]imn what is it based? Our Hutﬁ:r
said of -his demonstration of this Sci-
ence, '? of mine own self do noth-
s “The Father that dwelleth in
me, he doeth the works.” If, then,
God is the basis, foundation, Princi-
ple, of this Science of healing, it is im-
portant, it is essential to an under-
standing of the subject, that we learn
the nature and character of God. No
one had revealed God as fully as did
our Master, Christ Jesus. He fre-
quently spoke of what God knows, for
example: “God knoweth your hearts:”
“your Father knoweth what things ye
have need of, before ye ask him:”
“your heavenly Father knoweth that
ve have need of all these things.” Our
Master taught that God knows—
knows each of His children intimate-
ly. God must, therefore, be Mind,
divine © Mind, omnipresent, divine
Mind, who knows all that is true about
Himself and each of His children. .
Jesus also defined God as Spirit, and
the Psalmist, praising God for His
all-seeing providence, sang: “Whither

: tshall I go from thy spirit? or whither

shall I flee from thy presence? If I
ascend up into heaven, thou art there:
if I make my bed in hell, behold, thou
art there.” Now, if these definitions
are true, thlL Goi.d is Mind, Spirit,
omnipresent, that is, everywhere pres-
ent at all times, then God IIE'IFEIP has
been, is not now, and never will be
located in, or confined to, some par-
ticular spot, whether that be a tem-
ple on earth or a throne in the clouds:
neither could He ever have been, nor
is He now of human or any other
finite form, that is, cannot be corpor-
eal, as we commonly understand and
use that term.

Jesus further defined God as good:
good, without any least trace of, or
any consciousness of evil; “of purer
eyes than to behold evil.”
~ There is another word or name
which has helped many of us toward a
better understanding of God, and for
this term we have to thank the Dis-
coverer and Founder of Christian Sci-
ence. Because God is the only Cause,
the only creator, here present
and everywhere nnlln;la, Mrs. Edd
has given us the word Principle, or di-
vine Principle, as a synonym for God,
a term which indicates both the near-
ness and greatness of God, and which
has helped us to understand the avail-
ability of God to meet our needs.

But there is yet a name which de-
fines God to us more fully and en-
dearingly than all the rest; the name
used in the epistle of the beloved dis-
ciple when he said, “God is love.” ;l
not our God infinitely tender as well
as mighty, merciful as well as just,
loving as well as intelligent ? Does He
not cherish nourish, and protect, as
well as create, His divine idea, man?
He therefore possesses those qualities
we usually think of as feminine as
well as those we call masculine, so

the | that we mirlthtlr regard Him as

e otherhood as well as
Fatherhood, and consistently say, as
we have learned in Christian Science,
“Our Father-Mother God.” Does not
our highest concept of thood in-
clude an unchaneing affection, and ex-
clude the possibility of dispensing suf-
fering and distress? We shall there-
fore be mentally hospitable to the fol-
lowing definition from the .Christian
Science textbook (p. 140): “The Chris-
tian Science God is universal, eternal.
divine Lnﬂ;;hich changeth
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ther with our
relate an i
luminating.

were sitting '
large lake watching a sunset. I should
like the first
set, describi

supnose. is a sfudent. We shall ask him
to describe the sunset, not from the
standnoint of what he sees alone, but
from the standroint of what he knows
actually takes blace, Then the first boy
describing what avpeared to occur,
said: “A small white ball went west
in the sky, and as it got nearer the
earth it pot bigger and redder, and
sank slowlv into the lake.” The see-
ond boy, the pne who was suppdsed
to know whdqt had actually
place. said: sun isn't a small
ball, it is a million times bigger than
the earth., It didn't go west: it didn’t
get nearer theearth: it didn't eet big-
wer, or redder! and it didn’t sink into
the lake, for [it is millions of miles
away from the earth.”

You will notice that the second
boy's deserintipn was largely made up
of “didn'ts.” He was denyine or de-
stroying the false assertions that had
been made to
pupil. Had t
been made it
deseription
positive,

uld have

man, and in just the same way.” The

first boy, ing wholly with a -
ances, said: “Man is a twﬁmm-
mal that wears clothes.” The second
sdid; “Man is not just a body;

what he sees. |The second boy, we will |

man |
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