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swer to those gquestions.

My work has been to find out. Theo-
ries do npt go. H I can learn why
some town, some city, some industry
or some man has developed, grown,
budded out, prospered—then it has
been my job to put down on paper
that story.

Cause Is Worthy One

The purpose? That Illinois, that
Tinois tpwns and cities and Illinois
peoplé may prosper more. The cause
is a worthy.one. It is not sentimental.
Practical business \js the thought be-
hind it. I have found “stories” in
many towns. Today I shall take you
to a place that you haveinever read
about in any of these articles.

The' place is called the City-of-
Something-Wrong.

I have visited the City-of-Some-
thing-Wrong many times in the last
year. It has some peculiarities.
Sometimes | find it in the northern
end of the state, sometimes far south,
Again I find it out by the Mississippi
river and then over by the Indiana
line.

Somehow there are a good many
people in the City-of-Something-
Wrong that do not like each other. I
have found it so in winter, summer,
spring and fall. And in this city I
only meet some of the people. When
I am guided about I learn, partly
through hearing covert whispers
that—

It is better not to meet the banker.
He is a erab. Nor the editor. He is
a liar and an unprincipled cuss. Nor
the judge. A common politician. He
cheats at the polls and frames his
friends. Nor the hardware man. His
goods are junk. ] must not meet the
grocer. Why? Dirty, cantankerous,
ready to go to war with his custom-
ers.

~Why He Left

One day a man came to the City-
of-Something-Wrong. He had thought |
of building a manufacturing plant
there. He went away and didn’t do it.
I asked him why. He said:

“Can you see me living in a place
that looks like that?”

I go to the City-of-Something-
Wrong and look it over. The front

yard of the town—that part directly
around the railroad station—is -a
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He insults his customers.
sa are thick in the restaurant.
FEryining hﬂﬂpli“tﬂd:lﬂd m-bhilh
is piled in vacant lots, I rush out of
the City-of-Something-Wrong to get
a breath of fresh air. And I know
why it does not grow. |
Lacks Organizers MRS
City-of-Something-Wrong lacks
ur#:ni:.ers. Its people do not work
as' & unit. When any man starts
something four or five begin to pyll
him back, tear him down. And if
they, in turn, try to succeed at gome-
thing else someone plants a heel in
their faces. Nobody ever gets any-
where much. : |
ere is some sort of public insti-
tution in the City-of-Something-
Wrong. With something akin to

boast to me that they got it by dint
of cheating and crookedness in the
day when such things were passed
around. One with a nudge said:
“The other towns offered the bonus
to| the state. We offered it to the
committee.” i

ecause they succeeded through

think first of making honest effort to
attain better things now. It is their
heritage. It seems to me a curse has
gone with it.

City finances are in a bad way, We
have a man here who would make a
very successful mayor—but nébody
wauld vote for him, says a voice, He
is admittedly honeat and trustworthy.
Another voice confides to me that he
is a crook.

Puts His Foot On It

There is a plan on foot by some to
make an investigation of the native
respurces around and in the Cify-of-
Something-Wrong. The leading fi-
nancier of the city puts his foot upon
the neck of the idea. “We know what
we'lve got,” he says.

He does not look me in the eye as he
says it. A man from across the street
tells me that this financial man, with
the| shifty eves, is in the league with
certain manufacturers of the city who
have as one of their purposes the
stopping of any industry that might

ant to come to the city. :

“Labor is cheap to buy here now,”
he gaid. “If more industries come in
wn;ea may go higher. They want
wages cheap. They call it ‘not| dis-
turiint the labor situation’.”

It is remarked,

wh:Epering, that all of the best indus-
trial sites are under control. Ne¢ in-
dustry, unless it can get the O. K. of

the |“inner circle,” can hope to break

g-l?e. the citizens of this strange city

graft they are happy, have been happy |
for many years, and so they do not|

under cover of|

ly located site orfjpaying a ruinous
price. : 3

These men are [ nndn:“;
sweet-sounding nange pose as

promoters. They hqld occasional meet-
ings at which thege is talk of doing
something for the Lity-of-Something-

Wrong. 1-
Quarrel Ovpr Religion

The City-of-Sonfpthing-Wrong is a
battleground for fquarrels over re-
ligion. Here a mgn’s religion is not
his private businesp. That is another
heritage. It is agblack blot out of
the darkness of m¢dieval Europe bob-

sible even in thisjday when all men
read and a good jnany of them are
presumed to think .

Young people m@pve away from the
City-of-SomethinggWrong. The boys
who stay are expejit in the arts of the
pool room. AmMitious young peo-
ple, the sort thatggo away to school
or college, as a ruge busily find some-
thing to do someyhere else in vaca-
tion time. Few ¢yer return to stay
permanently. | -

There is confiderable moaning
among the older Jones because the
| younger generatiof is going to hell. I
have sheard a few flay that they would
not blame them mgpch if they had the
chance. That wguld seem to be to
them opportunit The bootlegger
drives a good ca

PoRtics ,

A business map of the City-of-
Something-Wronggtold me that one
of the ecity’s mosf§ proficient rascals
was running for office. He said:

“] started to tagk in opposition to
this man. StraigBtway $15,000 was
added to my- asses§ment, my business
taxes raised.” :

He went to a clejer political lawyer.
The lawyer, for agjfee, said:

“You'd better ghut up. That’s a
way they have off punishing fellows
like you."” i

“So T shut ups E even voted for the
rascal,” the mercBant remarked. I
asked him why hegdid not show fight.

“How could I?"” e replied. “My as-
sessment was too Jow, and could have
been raised again{ even after they'd
played this dirty tifick upon me. You
see—I had had it fixed—"

Bad Bign

iri ghe City-of-Some-
' thing-Wrong is vefy bad. Of course,
| no city ean progress far or much with
| bad water. Industfies do not have to
come to such towns] There are plenty
of places with good; water. Any town

The water

| almost, through eg-operation, can fi-
| nance gou water. |

Besides, bad waller is a bad sign.
It indicates factiomgl quarreling.

Every time anyghe in the Eit;;-ﬂf-
Something-Wrong Eries to organize a
movement for gopd, pure water—
which necessarily shust cost money—
a counter action ig developed.

T asked one of fhe citizens of the

intq town except by purchasing a bad-
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Shampooing

Thi'eei Expert Opemtors

PERMANENT

WAVING

City-of-Something rong if the peo-

Hair Bobbing

KEEN-STEAM OIL-PROCESS

Phone for Appointment
“After 6 Haircutting by Appointment

Hours: 8:30 a. m. to 6

D. L. MUSTRIC BEAUTY SHO

The High

For Ladies and Children Only

Bright, airy rooms, ub—to-date equipment.
Painstaking nurses and attendants—Moderate charges. }
The Highland Park Hospital is essentially a Highland Park I sti-

tution. The funds for its erection and maintenance have

'PE

land Park Hospitd;l
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supplied almost entirply by our own citizens. It is your hosy btal
and well worthy of yqur support. N 3

i

Visiting Hours Daily

todp.m.,— Tp.m.to8p m.

The Highland Park Hospital

Main Entrance—Homewo« Amu,twhhehfm'ufﬂrm Bay
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Highland Park 2550-2551

\D PARK PRESS, HIGHLAND PARK, ILLINOIS .

Plaining. Property values are low. |
Rents are habitually cheap; wages |

bing up in 1926. Sgme things are pos-|

t will not tell any more of it just now.

| or complaining.

That is one of the
that T have noticed about the (_iltr-af-
Something Wrong. Business is always
in it. The people are always com-

low.
Many Unemployed

seem always to be out of work, It is
almost impossible to get away from
the place once you are rooted in for

grave sacrifice.

Retail merchants, somewhat bitter-
ly, complain that credits are bad.
Sales people are not efficient. Peo-
ple living .in the city send to other
places ‘for goods. Buyers say that
they are forced to send away to get
service and up-to-date wares.

Oh, it's a long, long story, this story
of the City-of-Something-Wrong. 1

I am afraid I might offend someone
living there. I seek to maintain a

reputation for good will.
Someone might misunderstand me

and think me unkind or nol generous
And my aim is to

help.

Disorderly and inconsiderate motor-
ists who trespass upon private prop-
erty from their camping sites and who
make no effort to clean up their lit-

ter, soon will find available spots in
Lake county barred to them. Grad-
ually a wave of resentment is spread-
ing over the county and unless motor-
ists in general show more considera-
tion they will find themselves in a
very unenviable position.

Slip Covers, New Tops, Curtains
Bevel Plate or Cellulold

Windows, Fleer Rugs,
Auto Trimmings

J. M. BILHARZ

North Roem Larsom's Garage
32 S. First Street

Telephone 493

| DR. CHARLES E. GEISSE |

Osteopathic Physician
General Practice

16-18 N. Sheridan Rd.
Tel. H. P. 1542; Wilmette 2052

J

We Will Mail You
"FREE

without any obligation on
your part a book of facts
we know you will read with
interest. Write or phone to.
Lake County Engineering
Co., 384 Central Avenue,
Highland Park, Ill,

Phone H. P. 2139
Phone Lake Forest 1136

Telephone Kildare 3499

PROGRESS TILE C0.

(Not Ine.)

CERAMIC MOSAICS
FLOOR and WALL TILE
MANTELS and GAS LOGS

5111 Waveland Ave. Chicago

Windes & Marsh
Ilinois Licensed
Surveyors
Municipal
Engineers
Phones

Highland Park 650
Winnetka 222

North Shore Paper Stock Co,

Papers ... . dbe par 100 Dha.
Magazines ... 60c per 1090 D
Rags ... §1090 per 108 Ba

- We buy old cars and all kinds of junk

consistent things E

In this city a good many people }

it is difficult to sell property withullt1-. .

'--..---‘

We will take in your old
$15. If you haven't anold

we will allow $15 un'tha

1 OF NORTHERN

51 S. St. Johns Ave.,
Tel. Highland P

Wm. Guyot, District

3

Building Construc
Hiehland Parl

“Let us build your home or make 1‘
your property” |

Highland Park 1269

DO YOU LIKE TO EAT IN T1
DO YOU LIKE ITALIAN
THEN COME AND EA

TEL. H. P. 1054 ,
LUNCHES SERVED 12:00-2:30; D

We MUST BE NOTIFIED IN ADVANCE!
suppers. Specialty—theatre’ parties either

Madame Marchi needs no introd
known along the North Shore for her w
‘thing is cooked in Floremtine style,
Florence, Kaly.

Telephone in for your
can give you

We also cater our special dishes §

CONSULT |
JOSIAH L.

Office Corner Central Avenue and First
PHONE HIGHLAND P

Dry

may select any $15 lamp in our }

CE TR Y

CHEATEAU M

uperintendent

W.H.HdLGi}TE

L]

needed repairs to

325 North Ave, |

AT

RCHI
394 RAVINE DRIVE
NERS 5:00-7:30

special dinners and
ore or after Opera.

as she is urrEwnll

Highland Park

Fuerl.lr Service of an Architect of Long Experience

CE

2452
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and Repaiting
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