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‘electricity and gas.

Publlc Serv1ce Company of Northern l]lmons

Had to be Raised

O one needs to be remmded that begmmng with the Fall of 1914, pr1 ,_

for labor and material of all kinds began to advance, and thlS advan

has been continuous. During this period of nearly six years, this Cornpan
has operated 1ts propertles without 1ncreasin g 1ts rates, except for whol csale
power, wholesale gas and heating service. It was possible to contlnue ' c‘.;
operate under these conditions only by the practice of the ‘most rigid econom

and utilization of the most economical units for the productlon of bo

. In order that the Cotnpany might continue to render adequate service to 1ts customers 1
became apparent that the policy of selling its product at pre-war prices could not longer n;_
pursued, and that the selllng price of 1ts product must be 1ncreased Aocordtmgly upon O
application, filed May 6, 1920 the Public Utilities Commission of Illinois, by order entered J uly
31, 1920, (Cases 10569 10570 and 10579), has granted an increase in our electnc, gas and

water rates, effectlve August 1, 1920. 4
The Commlssron after consideration of the evidence submitted 1n support of our apph ca-

tion, said 1 in its order:

“Prulclpal among the contentions advanced by the

petitioner in support of its application for higher rates pany in . |
_ Until April, 1920, the Company purchased Jn excel-
is the marked increase in operatmg expenses brought ty of K B for woig | fuel

about by the great advance in the costs of labor and “ ¥ |
materials. In 1919 the Company used approximately s mrplg mﬁ:ﬁ the n:h o=
440,000 tons of boiler coal, 32,000 tons of gas coal, 56,000 ing Connellsville Coke at $15.50 per ton at

tons of water gas generator fuel, and 10,000,000 gallons equivalent to about $17.90 at the v gl plants.
of enriching oil. A year ago bituminous coal for boiler s oil of superior quality which sold for 3cents
fuel cost $3.50 a ton aI the plants of the company as | periodtmn 1911 to 1915 can now be -
compared with a present cost of $4.48 a ton and an esti- ~ ' n inferior
mated cost after August 1, 1920, of about $4.86 a ton. - Kn | e |

The company claims it is enabled to secure coal at some- ' | | .
what less than the market price because of its interest il ased on the ppen mur-,
in the mines of the Bi é Muddy Fuel Company in Wil- : | '

The policy of this ompany from its beginning and up until the Fall of 1914 had been >
reduce the rate for its se;rwce As’soon as it is possible to materially reduce its cost of service,

lIT

. this Company will request the authontles having charge of rates, to authonze a lower rate th f.?

the rate now in effect.

Because of the scarcity and extremely high price of boiler fuel and gas making supphes we eamestly urge all of
our customers to exercise the utmost economy in the use of our service. If they adOpt this course, it will not only -l-f




