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' We have been very proud of our rate
' record. In gpite of war prices, and mounting
costs of every kind, 'we have kept the rates
down. A moderate sur-charge on the electrical
. power rate, a slight modification. of the wholesale gas
rate, and a moderate ipcrease In the heating rate

I have been the only inc .

| . All through the war and up to now,
| § homes, offices, stores and the like have had our
electric and gas service at the old rates of 1914.
X4} The power sur-charge dropped last May. Since
| then all customers have been on the 1914 rates, ex-

cept a dozen or fifteen v ry large users of gas in man-
ufacturing, and our hea g customers; they still pay
a little more than they used to. _

You know from personal experience
that nobody can get along now on the price he
received in 1914 for his labor, his services, his
merchandise or his manufactured product. You have
td"get more income to cover your increased expenses.
And nearly everybody is getli it. -

Our situation is no different from yours
except in one respect; we are nof getting more
costs. -l?:utwaon)d

money to meet the hi
and clothing have not
materials and labor. J
risen since 1914, while
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finally had to ask the Public
| will yield more income. Thi
has been put off and put off. We have tried to get alongon the same
; old rates for our service that you paid away back before the war. *
| | But we simply cannot do it any longer withoul letting the service slump.

any other kind of a plant, now costs nearly
‘three times the price of 1914. Oil for gas mak-
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\ERTAINLY NOT! ’Neither can we. So we have
Utilities Commission for rates that
s application to the Commission

Coal, an essential for an electric, gas, or

ing-has also trebled in price and the quality has de-
clined. The price of gas generator fuel has more
than doubled. And so on for practically everything
we buy, from paper and pencils Inpolelmndm
house equipment. |

s Our materiais"‘and labor msts for tlns

year (1920) will be “all of $700,000 more than
they were in 1919. That is a conservative
mate. Itis based on the experience of the
" first four months of this year and prices are still go-
' ing up. It means a 1920 increase of $700,000 on top
of a $500,000 increase in the same itéms in 1919—an
increase of-$1,200,000 for material 'and labor in two
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Ladies

. Extra ‘heavy bing
- seam in back. An
- pair,
Africas brown, p
per pair
Black eotton hose
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