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well as a Mothers’ Day which' is the

1 tell ir!em we are and what fronts
' we have been on, so you see that we

)

;.' went up oneé night and worked for
five nights and days without closing

gon of Dr, H, H. Everett. We publish

the letter because of its unusual n.

terest:
_ Novemrber 23, 1918
My Dear Father: ;

I supposé you know by this time
about the A, E. F.. having a Fath-
ers’ Day, the Z24th of November, as

i 12th of May. We are to be allowed to

| are allowed to make a real letter of
. 1 will try and do my best to
write you a real interesting letter
that you will be proud to receive and
make it possible to get a little in-
gide dope on this mess that we have
just cleaned up in the famous Yank
style. | '
I will try and give you some idea
of my expdariences since the twelfth
of September, when the St. Mihiel
drive started. Of. course there are
many little things that I would like
to write to you about that have been
{ of real importance but I will have
-1‘ to wait. However, I will try and
:
|
!
?

touch on the big things and tel] a
few personal experiences that 1 went
throughs
We went into our base in the woods
. a8 ¢tlose as | can remember on the
{_6th of the month and started to make
. preparationg for what we were told,
! was to be one of the biggest drives

The, following letter was written
by Henry H. Everett, of Kenflworth,

a direction that

ficted.

arate and start out
they

them,

they

before we Eot to the

the
the world to try and

tured beaucoup Huns

I let him have it.
face for a target fis

i o the war. The place that we were
to place our guns was in front of |
. what is known as Mount Sec, a :rla.«'na's1
. that the French tried to take in 1915,
| They tried it by a frontal attack
and lost 30,000 men in 18 minutes.
. The French:gave us four months to
 take it and we took it in one hour
and 40 minutes. The 11ith of the
month I wveluntéered to go up and

help get the emplacements ready. I

my eyes except for intervals of fif- |
feen or twenty minutes at a time.
During the night we would do all
of our outside work such as digging

up the camouflage and during the
day we would do the inside work. The
night of the 11th we had just finished
petting our ‘ammunition into place
and it was closeé to eleven o'clock,

when I first started.

when a large shell

swept up with the

were being put on ready
Grive that was to start
morning.

the

The Ameri¢an Infantry never goes |
into the trenéhes until the night be-
fore they are to go over the top

was then that weé were to start the
‘barrage, when the 16th infantry came
along and oné of the fellows from
the Battery réemarked how I had of-
ten said that | was going over the!
Was. over. He sald, “Here's our
chance now, adl; the work is done and
the Infantry 'is just on their way
Up to the trenches.” So off we start-
ed. We 'went dut into the road and
fell in with the first regiment that
happened to pass us which was the
E third Battalion of the 16th so we pro-
®eeded ap far as the trenches with |
M witen I met a Sergeant who
ked me what squad 1 belonged to
8nd | told him what 1 intepded. to
' do o he took me through the trench-
i88 for half a mile and told me that
% wWas ta be . n grenadier of which

(8 & dagout and gave me my equip-
s lent which consisted of the follow-
BARE: helmet, rifle, bayonet, gernade
t#pron with 12 grenades, gas mask, |r
b bandiliers of ammunition and an
munitfon belt which altogether
SWE me 320 rounds of ammunition.
B8 Bad no  haversack as they are sur-
Pius Staff to carry' while going over.
= DUt me¢ in .a place in the trench
F 1 wis to stay until he return-

-ﬂ!ﬂt I was to do it WIS B0MmMaoe-

y -hl-"_'l-"' t0 think of what might hap-
: 0 me and where 1 would be in
ssty-four hoird from that time. Al

that was running down
| it wasnt I’r:#n fear but from
g SXcitement. I was trying to tell
; Ill'ﬂ"l’ I felt whgn the order was
down tol“fix bayonets and then
all the wf:rip_«_ ] knew that
psoout Afteen Tl‘lii'll.ltt’*ﬂ 1 would be
v yin  nol Imagn's _lmnl and that 1
Just  witile | was deep in
erent,  that i1 I'n{nrp forgotten, 1
P4 the Sergeant holler “unp and
"ﬂL by tHi= ' tyme the barrage
-; ity he gt :‘uél nll of a sudden | A

r" - of oz tq g0
F:I

| town.

lay un

80 in I started.
#€ around 3:30 and at four thirty | three
Were to ga avar so I had about :thr;rughl was a log and fust as I ﬁmrt:-'
'ed to step on it Gorfdy hollered  to
| look out for the Jerry. My foot hﬂli
| just touched it and it felt soft and
B¢ came back and asked how iGﬂrd}' came up and lighted a matcﬂ
et and said that very shortly we |and looked down into the face of &
gl be on opr “"pn I will admit I |Jerry who wasn't a day Over 16 years
A8 if 1 had the chilJs from the [old.

barrel
the head.

of his wounds.

That will give some idea of the+
top with the Infantry before the war | speed they made when they left. The
outfit I was with then had orders to
stay there over night and advanee
the next morning as reserves. That
afternoon my outfit came into the
town and 1 was only too glad to re-
turn to them. I met them about foyr | = =
o'clock and at five thirty we pulled
jout for the start of a six night hike
to the Argonne f[ront.
mean that for eleven nights 1 had
not closed my eyes except for a few
*es during the day that we would
over but there always was
enough work to keep us busy most df
> " the time. We hiked that night until
:..hl“ e had charge. He took me |about 11 o'clock when we stopped for
; a short rest in the middle of some
‘woods that the Germans had owned
jonly a few hours before we had ar-
a ditch running
along the side of the road.
Green was about two carriages to the
rear and: he called up to me to come
back. Even in the dark I could see
the dugouts that were in the woodé
just off the road. When I got-back
' to where he was I noticed that he
: B8y the time [ got my cutfit and | was about twenty feet in the wmdf
B Bad given me some idea of the | lighting matches every now and then
The ditch was about
across and I saw what ]

ived. There was

foot

rgonne drive. We

! out 'in & scmmage line and | went thru on 'the other front,
yed at 5 trdt adross the fleld ‘in jfirst time I went up ‘was the nlg’h_

knocking the wind out of me,
Was several minutes before I was
able to go on but by that time I 1

led through 3

in the woods, which hetd :h ﬂ:rt:::
artillery and was lined with
Euns and just as we got. started the
tanks started out 160 strong lnq such
& sight I never saw and
any slight wound that could be in-
They moved across the field
in waves and as'they would sight the
machine gun nests they would sep-

after them

usually - succeeded in getting
I'was in the firkt wave and
we hit the Germans’ front litm' and
Not .a Jerry was to be seen b
could hear them. Their rifles
stacked on the fire steps showin

woods we

Eas alarm and we had to advhnee
the next mile and a half with our gas
masks on and beligve

run in.

We Bgot to their artillery positions
they were pretty well evacuated 'and
very few of the guns had beéen drawn
out of position and aft

all that way and having halped cap-

I had only eap-

tured about a dozen myself and k Jled
one. He was a machine gunner and

Just ‘before 1 got'to him I fell Miat
on my face and took a long !tﬂlﬂdr
aim and when he showed his face

Using a human

: most
pleasant target practice in the warld.

Just after we had cleared the woods
and seen a fellow have his apron hit
and all the grenades set off 1 dlfpln‘l‘.'
feel exactly at home but by this time
most of the excitement had worni off
and I felt a lot better than I |

not the

the woods more than a hundred feet

did

I had not left
hit ' near Imu
and 1t

second

But you knpw
for the |that when the Yanks want a town

next | they usually take it, and such was
|the feeling when we first saw that

I went outside of the town,

| about half a mile to a commissary
which we took and there I stayed mn

-1 was standidg at the door of tht;jt“ 1 had plenty of Pu_mpernickle &Fd
Sgoet wantils for 12 bells sa ”:jam that they had to leave in their

| light. In some of the homes we even
!I’nund fires burning in some of the
'stoves and in some there was still
| food.

That woun

He had been a machine gun
ry ' helper and was still holding an E:rlref
in his hands, he had been
stabbed in the side and on top of
He hadn't been dead very
long as the blood was still coming r.‘nut;
There were several
others laying around in there but lrl
a few minutes we were on our way
e be seeing evgrything imagiga~|once more. From that time on then?
was nothing real exeiting in our tour
|of France by moonlight. :
morning of the seventh we arrive
at what was to ‘be our base for the
lmml:diatelyf
U0 48d we hdd the fleld clear |started im the same routine of fixip

!‘ﬂ'hrr them. We |[the trenches ‘and dogolits that w

On th

Th

machine

it was worth |

ut we
were
g that
had left in an awful hurry, We
crossed their second and third ines
of trenches and the same sight. Just

me they |
most uncomfortable things in

en . l

er travelling

was | .
Ave
which was the 18th Infantry and was
in a mopper squad, they are the fel-
lows that go through the woods find
' clean out all the Huns that are left,
which isn’t a muech better job than
|8 grenadier so0 I threw all of my
the gun emplacements and puuml'firﬁnades away except three thq
put in my pockets as I fighred th
might need them later. I advanced| as
far as that town in which I had
picture taken that I have sent you,
we had some trouble in taking the
and the doughboys were filing along |t0OWn as there were plenty of machine
the road and tahks were coming up [8uns in the church - steeples and ! at
—in fact all of the finishing touches /2l the cross roads,

G{:-]ft‘]j'

and

are

I
I

-

Sure, they’re mild! But that doesn’t say it all.
| Because Chesterfields - deliver a new hind of
Yc_t, they are mild! :ﬁh A

It's the blend that “turns the trick.”

shelled oyr base that

as their base.

moved up to our first new position
the day after the drive; started. 'We
advanced about three kilos thru a
fleld and then we hit the woods. Go-

cases where there were barbed wire
on both sides of the roads and deep
pits about ten to Hfteen feet deep,
dug in the e¢enter of the road and
we would have to cut our way thru
the entanglements and drive around.
It took us some time to pass thru

to be on the other side;, in an open
field. There were more dead Huns in
that pateh of woods than any - other
spot of France of the same size. I
immediately went in search of sou-
venirs as the woods were one mass of
trenches, I led the way for about five
or six of the fellows and as T made
the second turn in a trench 1 ran
into the Huns that were sitting on
the fire step of the trench and kind
of laying on each other, at first |
thought "they were alive so I shof
at twq"hf_ them and the only effect
the bullets had on them was to knock
them down. We passed them and ran
into so0 many that after five minutes

of such walking' we returned to the

j hatﬂarr. We only stayed there over
that night and then we moved again
and took our place where we were
to be when I got mine. The second
night they called for volunteers to

g0 up and take care of some Roam-
4" Continded on Page 4

=

before the drive was to start. I fig-
ured that it would be a lot safer up
i | there than back at the base, and it
turned out that way as the Huns
night with
aeroplanes and killed | three of our
men and wounded 12 bBeside the' fel- |
lows that were killed from the ﬂtherg
outfits that were using the woods
There was nothing
that was real interesting, as far as
I can write, that happened until we

ing thru the woods we would find !

the woods and our new position was |

|
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