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CHAPTER XXX. |
“l—| thought you loved me tool”
H bad listened intently, and
now she seemed to draw ber
g self a little out of the cun-
versation. Her change of at-
titude did not go unobserved. and both
Everett and Dorr were puzzied.
Everett saw that there wus apother
mystery of which he knew nothing and
{nstantly and In the mowt businesslike
manner turned to Ruth and said:
*Now, all this subject to your ap
proval, Miss Ruth. You know you are

_practically of age.”

She looked at Everett steadily and
sald in a low tone, Il think Sir Dooald
Faversham should be consulted.”

“But be has nothing™— Joha begun.

“He has everything to do with this
plan,” Ruth said steadily.

“] know bhe's done a lot,” Dorr stam-
mered, feeling the ground give under
his feet, *but in this matter” -

“] think Miss Ruth fis perfectly
right,” Everett said quickly, trying not
to let the pity he felt for John show in
his eyes. “Let us cali him. by all
means.” /

S8ir Dopnald bad kept bimself most
discreetly in the background for many
weeks. Only the constant oversight
for her comfort showed Ruth that she
was never out of his mind.

Bhe could oot even think of bhim
without a thrub of gratitude.

And pow when all must be made
plain and she must live up to ber own

* promise she steeled berself for the or-

deal
Rir Donald listened to Everett's plan

“And now that we have decided
what to do.” be concluded, ~1 think we

like this affair. and the soomer It is
over with the better.”

#Good,” sald Everett, much relleved.
And you and 1, Sir Donald, being the
third parties, bad better handle this
deal Do you agree to that, John?"
“I'd like to just get my hands on that
tellow once more,” was the boarse re-
gponse. “There would be no further
need of this ‘deal’ as you call it.”
“Yes and the fat would be In the

fire,” Everett replied.
Dorr finally agreed to maintain a

airs as Sir Donald and Everett should

judge best ;
That night they left for Silent Val-

]

Tom k:nu recelved them joyfully
and informed Ruth that Mra. Darnell
had especially seen to it that the bun-
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made up ber mind that she and
Wilkerson would have to accept bitter

L]

‘8ir Donald was only too evidently

:

 waliting for formalities to be over be

fore he sald the few words Decessary

' for him to say as Ruth's, representa-
" tive.

. “Willkerson himself felt. too. that be
was at last playing a game Where all

Everectt's eyes—"you give us what "

Everett was prepared for the ques-
tioh and answered it promptly. “We'll
give you $50.000 eash and won't prose-
cute you."

Wilkerson shook his bead.

“You understand that balf this mine
was mine by rights when Tom Gallon
took it for himself by shooting me and
leaving me to die on the desert. FIfty
thousand? Pah!™

“And immunity from prosecution.”

stated Sir Donald impassively.
' Wilkersop swung on him, thrusting

his Jean. furions face close to the Eng-

_~Hshman's ealm, unperturbed counte

- mance,
“Wh:thumtu_hwlthu}ll'!'h_l
mmaried. :

'| made lurid by tbhe Games of hell, |
L 1

'the light burned In Jobn Dorr's cabin

s

| was breaking. and between his

| Gallon's promise to marry me.” © )

only when Wilkersou's dry threit ,ul:-]

Mrs. Darnell jooked at Faversbhnm
with ber tawny eyes filled with dull
embers of passion. Everett sut as If
stunned.

“So0 John Dorr gets the kicks and

son wildly. “1 have cyupsed bimm-

all my curses couldn't have punished
bim worse. Why." e went vn halr
hysterically, “the poor fool luves ber!™

Again silence..

This time Everett broke It waylug
stiffly: “You understand our propusi-
tion. Do you accept it™

Mrs. Darnell laid her hand on Wilker-
son's arm, and be seemed to fall inte
a profound reverie :

ov
sparkle of his ey ing into a Duere
dreamy glow, the sudden tightening

hands. !

Finally be roused himself as by an
effort. -

“1 think | ought to have more,” De
said quietly. “There are signs of gold
on one part of thia property which ‘Das
never been worked. It Is nowhere near
the place marked in the plans, as you
will easily see. You undefstand that
‘Tom Gallon and | were partners when
he located that rich ore
Bygones are bygomes. But | want
$50,000 and that little clurm. It may
not amount to anything, but then aguin
it may. Fifty thousand is sovn spent
A mine is a mine.”

“The plans!” demanded 8ir Donald.'

Wilkersdn pulled out of his shir
bosom an oflskin folded around a
square paper. He laid this on the ta-
ble.

“There they are,” he said, as though
driven to bay.

Mrs. Darpell'’s movement of protest
did not escape either Everett or Faver-
sham. They looked at the little packet
that had cost #0 much agony and
bloodshed. x

“It iIs a—a gentleman's agreement.”
said Sir Donald presently. taking out
his check bouk.

The money pussed, and then Everett
picked .up the ollskin packet and put
it in his pocket.

“The deeds and the master key.,” be

Mrs. Darnell’'s face becume splendid
in its futile rage. She tore the ribban
from about her throbbing throat and
flung the key on the table.

Sir Donald picked it up carefully and

rose. At the same moment Everett
pocketed the deeds and started for the
door. !
He and Faversham passgd out Into
the starry night and vanished, leaving
Wilkerson still at the desk fumbiing
" Suddenly he reached for pem and ink
and scrawled his pame on the back.

Then he sil handed It to Jean
Darnell, biting her red lips and moving
almost tmperceptibly, llke an animal
about to spring.

She took the bit of paper and tucked
L it In her bosom. Then she turned on

her companion. He met ber Oery gusze
coldly .

“The mother lode s on that little bit
| got them to give us.,” be said calmly.

And the' look that sbe allowed bim
to see lb her eyes was such as no uth-
er It wus
us If ber tortured and lonely, proud soul

ound 1ts mate in some darkpess

Sir Dounald spoke a brief good night
to Everett when they bud left the of-
fice and turned toward the bungalow.
leaviug the other to gv up to where

and tell him of the events of the even-

=

. He met Ruth at the door and quietly
told ber that all was well. She looked

at him with bher great eyes flled
unshed tears and be bent over ber
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h'm out the master key
the ribbon over her bead untll
on ber white
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ression told him
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word he went away.

But the next day Sir Donoald renew-
ed his woeing In such a fashion that
Ruth was sorely put to it to keep him
from demanding such caresses as ber
engagement made him rightfully ask
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comfortingly. “Now | must pget
I've lots to do. Wilkerson
already started work around the
| must begin driving into
where your father found
veln., We may drift into =t

EEREESE
mi ;

Naturally enough the two camps kept
much to themselves, but Tom

mummmpmam Dorr.
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nor ¢hange his towe.  *1 bave Miss for each of them he was himself bard
| pressed to malntaln a cheerful counte
There was a sudidvny sfleuce. broken  DRDOS 1 iy Vo, -

tered u triompbant croak, | told John omne afternoon.

of his thin Hps. the working of his |’

Never miod. |-

MMMAM“

“The plans Everett has are false.” -

The old cook knew that Jobn's ﬁ

i
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mw- ever,” be
- “He l.‘lll:l’

Come Down
the: Hill Till Only Wilkerson Was
Laft. ;

much dynamite bad beeo planted and
bow Wilkerson's men were actually
too nervous to work any loager.

“He bhas to fix the fuses and fGre the
shots himself.” be said.

True envugh., they saw man after
man comé down the hill till only Wi
kerson was lefL

Ruth poticed that be worked rapldly
and with an occasiopal glance down
toward Mrs. Darnell, who stood Dear
a big rock shading her eyes agalust
the evening sun.

At last the work was apparently
done, and Wilkerson waved his arms.
At that sigoal thére was a genersl
rush for cover. g

Then the man straigbtened bimseif
up as if master of the demons hidden
ar bis feet, und waved his band to the
woman watching him from Delow]
tben be stooped

An lostant later there was a terribe
explosion, and a smoky gap appeared
halfway up the hiliside.

At the foot of the slope lay the body
of Wilkerson, tossed there us oD@
might toss an old bat. The smoke vo
the bill eddied and swirled. t

No one stirred. There were a dozen
other unexploded shots in thar bilis
side. any one of which would ikely
bring the toppling.crest downward.

With white faces they beld thelr
breath. Wilkerson's body twitched
slightly, the only moving thing in that
amphitheater.

Then there was a wild scream. Giled
with terror, with passion, with Saming
and awful desire, and Jean Darpell
ran over the rubble toward the smok:
ing hill, erying: |

“Harry. Harry™

A dogen men started to run to drag
her back. and a bundred volces mut
tered warnings tbat beld them in thelr
tracks, i

Jean reached the body and Sung ber;
self on it: then she rose and stared up
at the great rocky crest

Did she hear the roar of voices cul
ing to ber to flee while there was tUme ¥

above her.
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Deblrable building lots 66x132 one block [l
rofh Moraine Hotel will sell very reason- |
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poms and bath, lot 50x150.. Hot air heat.
date in every respect.
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PORRENT-Qrooms andggbathpermonth $60 B! 1}

Have daily mqumes f?r proﬁerties, also
~ houses to rent. If you wish to sell, or rent, §i
list at this office for quld{ results.




