sponse. “Do yuou think I don't waut
to keep it? It's my mnscot.”

Yet a couple of night alarms shook
Wilkerson's resviution, und be agreed
with Drake that they =bould surren
der the image. :

Here they were confronted with n
pew dificuity. None of their men bhad
been allowed to know of the presence
of -the idol. and Drake asserted that
to inform them now would be dan
gerous,

It seemed unwise merely to drop it
by the wayside. as it might  escape
notice, and no good would be done

It must be delivered to the priests
and the conditivn made that the white
men should be allowed safe conduct
to the city.

Hoew to do this occupled thelr minds
antll the day when they found them
selves really attacked In force and had
to take refuge In a pative bot.

Here their position was so perilons
that they had no time for anything but
preparations for defense.

CHAPTER XXVIIL.
The Snake |In the Image,
HEY inean business this
fiwe,” Druke growled us
they did their Dest to bar-
ricnde the single door and
“1 belleve.those hills are full

window,
of them."

“And our own bullies aren’t up fight-
ing with good grace, either,” Wilker-
son cunfessed. “These half whites
bave no sand.” i

“It's an odd thing,” Drake sald when
the afternoon bhad passed without un
assault, “that we hear firing, but nupe
of it Is directed at us.”

“That's #0,” Wilkerson responded
:u;lhttnux. “1 wonder who it ean

" He was svon to know, for after night
- fall John Dorr and his single attendant
rode furiously up to the bhut and tried
for admittance.

A few scattering shots told that they
had been discermed In their dight

For the moment Wilkerson did not
recognize his old enemy. disguised as
be was in native. costume| but when
he was sure he reluctantly opened the
door and admitted him.

-Jobn flung himseif inside and jam
med the door to just as a second haji
.of bul.ets rattled on its surface. Then
be stared at the man opposite him.

“Wilkerson!” bhe gasped.

“Yes, it's me,” was the sparling re-
sponse. “What are you doing here?

“Some hililmen took us for enemies
and chased us pretty much all day
long." Dorr explained “We saw this
bhut, and when it was dark enough to
~conceal our movements we made for
1‘ i

“And pow you can make for some
other place,” Wilkerson said, bandling
his revoiver meaningly.

John laughed.

“1 feel myself that the place Is too
small for both of us. But It's white
man against native now. If they get
. me they'll get you. Our only hope'ls
‘to stiek together mow.”

1INl see you dead first!” snarled the
other.

But . Dra“ spoke up and I!leht‘Hl
bhim.

“White you two are fighting for the
benefit of the servants those hillmen
 are preparing to assault the hot ™.

A long leok through a crack showed
the hillmen closing up about them. apd
Wilkerson gave in with a bad gracel

He was glad of the belp. howerer,
when the fGring grew hotrer and hey
were hard pressed In the hnt.

The natives proved themselves ar
,ant cowards, and it depended on the
three white men to defend the place.

This they did with such success= that
their assallants slowly withdrew,

“Now I= the time for a sortie.” anid
-Dorr. “We've got to drive them clean
away from bere or else we'll be as bad
Iy off as ever.” . '

Wilkerson and Dnlhr agreed. and
Jobn promptly led them out in a wild
rush against the nearest hillmen.

These were so surprised at the bold
ness of the maneuver that they fed
. and soon the coast was clear ‘@Xgept
for a few too badly wounded to joln
in their comrades” flight.

Now that the immediate peril was
past, Wilkerson and Dorr found them-
seives again antagunista
" But both were so wearied that by
one acrord théy silently consented to a
truce.

Yet Wilkerson could not resist taunt-,
ing bis rival. :
"It looks as if you were always &
little late.” be sald, throwing himself
back In a settle while John dropped

Bpon & stool by the table.
‘beard you got the idoL? Juhn re

in a dull tone. g
es, and what was In the idol tvo!”
despife Drake’s gestures of re
nce, be went on: “l1 got the
* deeds and the master key and the
and the plans Tém Gallon robbed
of. | guess I'm ahead in this

3ks

!r

John opodded. bhis fatigue so great
that bhe was unable even to reply.

“I guess that's right.” sald Wilker
son In an sitered tone. “We'll catch a
little needed sleep and get away be
. fore daylight Time enough then (o

talk.”

For a little while both men kept their
€yes open. waichlul each of the other.

Wilkerson was the first to laugh and
BAy: “What's the use? I['ve got the
things and the men to defend them
I'm guing to sleep. You'd better do so
Wo. Drake will keep watch.”

Jobu nodded earelessly and laid his
head on Lis hands, folded on the table.

A moment lnter he was asleep, and
mot long afterward Wilkerson's sator-
mine visage was turned to the shad-
owy celling.

Drake sat |un:-uru¢ruuthllllﬂ
sacks, his revolver In band.

uck and llihl.# iﬁ, IIHHI'IIIIIF n]; 'Irlrnu of lnr lll-

tawny eyés and luxuriant beauty,

J In his own keeping for the while.

“'hrl:l the Ilut was cotipletely quiet
excepl for the brenthing of the sleep-
ers ke allowed himself to fall Into
4 deep reverie.

Now that' the guest wis practienlly
ended he had beguu te think abugt hix

own part in it and reckou on bils re
ward.

shown bim that be had bothhug fo
pect from Ym upless by an appedl to
his selfishness.

There was but oge person who might

loved. Jean Daruell.
His mind went back to his first davs
of acquaintance with ber lu New York,

“I'Il nee you dead firet!”

seemed again to feel the soft
web she wove about

°E
is

the
bad found bim a young man at
precise point where a woman may
ther make or mar one for life.
He bhad been an easy prey for ber
tigerish desire for a slave. He bad
spent his little money lavishly upon
her, without thought of other reward
than to be pear her, until Wilkerson
had appeared unt of the darkness of
her past
Even then bhe bad still been falthful
to her, obeyed her every behest, risked
life and llberty in ber service, even
alded Wilkerson in an endeavor whose
success meant that be (Drake) would
be cast aside as no longer useful.
And now he sat on guard ln a bat
w

2§

3

in a far country among a crowd of
allens whose very tongue was ;ih-ba”
ish to his ears.

On guard for whom? For 'Int'r
_That . Wilkersen might finally suc-
ceed and win Jean Darnell of the

Io that moment—was it to be too
late?~Drake came into bis own.

The mine and its wealth were as
much his as Wilkerson's. '

The plans were his as moch as
Wilkerson's. ~

Yet the manp asleep on the settle had [
taken !Tl'rj*tlllnl to himself and would |
contitiue to do so.

And Jean?

Drake lnughed silently, I

He knew bher price. He ﬁmﬂmhrﬂl
his last conversations with her, those
half confidential talks when sbe  bad
insinuatingly warned him to keep a
watchful eye on Wilkerson.

He had been given to underst:iud
that it was the gold she wished. '.hud

bhe (Drakei had the key to that gold

He set his teeth when he realized
how Wilkerson despised bim., bad
counted him altogether as a mere papwn
in the great game. ' 4

He bad not even troubled to conceal
from him the hiding place of the
plans!

They were once more within . the
idol, for Wilkerson had boasted that he
had put them back and would leave
thém there till he reached America
again.

He recalled his words: “Let the idol
keep 'em for me, just\ps It did’ for
Gallon. It's a poor idol that won't
serve two masters.” _

And the idol lay there wrapped in
the bundle under his feet The price
of Jean Darnell:

The thought worked in his mind ac-
tively. He could pot refrain from fol-
lowing it out to its logical conclusion.

Why shouid it be Wilkerson who re-

turped with the plans and claimed ber?
Why should be {Drlhl continve to
play the slave? '
A moment while they slept and the
plans were his: then when Wilkerson
unsuspectingly presented the idol and
pulled out Its eye there would h
nothing!

It would be George Drake who ma‘
the master key to Jean Dlrnnll‘lqu-
riclons heart

S0 he dreamed. open eyed, staring
into a future where he played the
master and pnot the slave.

And in his waking dream he touched
the bundle and feit beneath the rude
covering the hard contours of the

lmage.

call; Yon have the price of Tpptnq-
beneath your band

Slowly be yielded to the temptation.”
Gradually, with eyes constantly Axed
on the motionless forms of Wilkerson
and Dorr, be got the bundle betwhen
his knees; then he unlaced the fasten-
Ings tremulously.
The idol came out under his hll:l-l:l..
and be stared at it, fascinated by It
and the thought of the

that it bheld.

No wonder that at every sight nl it
natives bowed In abject worship. |

It held lullth. power, love, h..hﬂ.

ness:
He shook it softly. hl.th-p*.nl
were still within: be could bear the

Long association with Wilkerwin h-d‘ thing bright within the bead,

reward him—the womanp they both|

door and pusbhed

Agnin It ran through his bead like a |.

The natives slumbered across from

rustle of the folded papers. s, b

‘ing all asleep. be set the idol
knee and bent over L
,Hipnlhdulh-utthk-hh._
svett Wilkersou dmw out. It ¢ ;t
with ty. Then bhe beld it up
lvoked Inte the dark orifice,
was pothing there

H-mmmrum-:hm
in disgust when » glimmer of

ton.

He stooped over aghin nnd theo
iuto Immobllity. The spirit of the
god was moving within.

The polat of light grew into
"brightness. It approached the
eye socket and glowed therein
frightful fire.

Drake's whole body oozed swent: his
hands clinched vsonwillingly alwmt the
form of the idol. He conld s lm
it away.

Then the socket was Mkl und lh

o

devilish eve bulged onutwo, o pliosphor
escent. gleamiug wihth W leRedmees,
Drake felt bis benrt bur-1 jn lus bosam,

Then the snake that tmd a0 =0 loung
hid within the hollow o the mage
struck forth apd. bavinz =<trnek, slips
ped away.

“God!™ whispervd I'make. with thick-
ened tongue, aud juwincd the moving
eye back lute place

Then he huddied the wiot Itself info
its bLundle. |Jaced the throonds with
stifening fugers. :

“God!” he whi pered ngain  Then

he fell across the bund.e dicul. withont
a sound to waken the <leepors '

It was three hours Iwfore the dawn
that Harry Wilkerson awoke and Jook-
ed about him. All the rext were wtill
asleep. '

He rose softly and peered out of the
window. It was very dark outside,
and be could see nothing. .

He turned his gaze within and sa ],
Drake huddied over the packa a
ently sound asleep. !

“The fool™ muttered Wilkerson.
“I're got all out of him | want. But ]
suppose I've got to take him aloag A
way yet.™ f

He resolved to be rid of the
man $o soon as be was through
Dorr. Then he paused. in deep thought.
his ugly brows bent on the um
object of his hatred. :

An instant was sufficient for him ll
make up his mind, He silently went
hwnrllndhnnndlmnmhhﬁ
seat.

Then he tried to waken Drakbk I-
shaking him be made sufiicient noise to
stir the natives, and they sat up and
stared, sleepy eyed.

But when Wilkerson raised the swol-
len, discolored face and shrank back

John Led Them Out In a Wild Rush
Against the Nearest Hillmen.

with a mutiered oath, the natives rose |
as one and thrust him aside from the

through, panie.
stricken.

Only Jobn's servant remained, kept
to his post by the fear of Sir Donald's
wrath. But be could not repress a pes-
ture of terror.

“It is the god!™ be whispered.

At this John wakened and, fnding
himself struggied vicleatly. |
“Not yet!™ soaried Wilkerson,
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the price you can aﬁord to pay? On
the size of house you want, and the
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location? On

accommodations ypu need? If so,

call in or phone, arb pretty certam

to have just what )Iou want.

§ acre lots facing on Green Bay
RnldlndGmAﬁe ........

Vacant {ots-in the vicinity of Lin-
coln and St. Johns Aves,, per ft.

$8 w

5 room cottage, corner lot 140x150, all im-

pmrmtsmmdpmdfur.l‘m
cash, balance on time .........

Bungalow 5 rooms and Bath. Hot

heat

Laundry, Garage. Lot 50x200. Three
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Lnt-Walker&vénuep&fmt....:-
%Johmand Wade Aves. 163 ft.

Form.Wade
fttrunt,per gt ...

&.Jahmhmm

E & W 8 8 8

= 310
$19

BunplowALm'-aemm:nd Bath 2 Large

FOR RENT—Q :reoms andibath per month $60

Have daily inquiries fo
houses to rent. If you
list at this office for qu
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Waukegan *.
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