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. John Dorr stared at the superscription:

~ But kekp your eyes open. John! Thej

" - possible unti] Wilkerson was eliminat-
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he felt that n superior authority should
handle so delicate a situation. The
governor bad agreed and obdered @
goop of cavalry to the “Master Key™
to preserve order. It was jost when
Wilkerson had seen his chadece for a
grand coup that the troopers arrived.

Ruth, with some of the women, had
taken refuge in Jobn's house on the
hill, with oid Tom Kane as their body-
guard. - Wilkérson knew -that i he
conld capture Ruth be cobld make Uis
own terms. He directed several of his
men to make n detour around the hill
and eTect thizs Meanwhile he set fire
to a cabin below in order to dstraet
the attention of Dorr and his men.

The ruse hod nearly sueccepded but
for Enne's guickness, Though he bad
mot =< hi= gun for many years, he
had lo=t nove of his old time skill, and

: ing. So In th t w
when the marauders made tbelr final | he‘ﬂid n::e:ﬂim t.:lul‘thhe :n:t.h:r:lt
an o e poreh of the lenes e | l spled upen. He must see Ruth and tell
£OO%, WY O NUNG SAAcy- N | her. He slipped the jetter into !'.I.Ia
311-111'-!#1. saot from the hip. His man
tambled 1' at Ruth’s feet, and his Fink;tﬁ;m?:;?fuﬁ; G turnpur—
npanfons K t
W’T[' irr it | Trrlm*“:hl-uitr.ﬂr rushed ] As he hurried out, fat with hh““e“'i
En- HJ--* -'.- ore ive minutes WE::E :asazl a Mexican stole Into the Toom and,|
th;-i.r.l marider had ﬂ{'immte:l the after a keen glance around, plcked up
combutants, and proceeded to disarm | the Uit of paper. He had seen the tri-|
tht:n- ) ' ,mnph'mt expression on Derr's face,!
He theu called Dorr and WHkersor  That writing must be valuable. He
to him - ,_'.”..t. statnd that hla-ur-l tried to decipher It. but falled. BSo|
ders were to see that there was no | ::;H'It:]nlﬂ it into his shirt and H[ulﬂ-
able. *“What you f "t | .
:1:,“. " he gaid. e T Half ap bhour later the last few lines
iWiikerson tried to argue, bnt nelther :{:“F:“::lg:::ﬂr were 1o II:“'I.'I “'ﬂEE'[“
the otficer nor the sheriff, wh . - ) s : :
rived, would listen to hir }I]‘t::?a?;.: {t was not until he had exphined to,
tarned a denf ear to John i’h}rr'g ey Rut': the circumstances under which |
ment of Wilkerson's crimes, including he had opened the letter and humlnli

the Eidnaping of Ruth In Ban Fran-
claco.

“If you have apything against wi. | PArt that told of "the figures on the|
kerson,” the sheriff asserted, “swear’ key, Together they sought it-in vain. |
ont a warrant for him. 1" serve -it “Well,"” said Ruth cheerfully. *at|

guick epough.”

With this John must perforce be sat.
isfied, hut
Kane it was agreed that the latter |
should go to the county seat and make
formal ecomplaint and procurée a war.
rant for
ground of forgery.

“You andd I know those deeds be |
fioarishes aren’t genuine,” John sajd |
earnestly. “Let's make it an issue aud |

- try it in court. At any rate, well bp‘

rid of hifn for awhile.”
“l knéw yoa're right”
assented heartily.
With these troopers around the. greas-
ers won't dare do anything openly.

the old cook

will sneak something across if' they
can.” '
“Trust me for that”
suring response.
But when Kane had gome Dorr re-
alized that he was in a nasty predica-

ment. Wilkerson was desperately play-

was the reas-

l

The Cook Shot From the Hip.

lag so bold a game that it would take
every resource at his disposal to meet
him successfully. Ruth must be pro-
tected in her rights. The “Master
Key” mine must remain in her posses-
sion undisturbed. That would be im-

ed. And that man was after great
stakes; otherwise he would never have
Yentured so far.

As he debated this Inwardly John |
Went over in memory all the events of
the brief periéd since old Thomas Gal-
lon had died, leaving his daughter In
bis charge. Before his mind's eye ran
the pictures of the last scenes and
then—

Like a flash it came to him! What'
Was In that letter the old man had so
carefully cherished and handed him |
at the last? Flad Gallon foreseen some-
thing like this and prepared for it? In
bis last days had his failing powers |
Concentrated on his single aim and
evolved a final safeguard for the “Mas- E
ter Key

,With the sealed letter In his hand

Not to be opened until my daughter's
tighteenth birthday or befers them If her
Welfare i§ tardntensd.

Quickly he tore the envelope open.
The Inclosrre fell ont in two portions
He put them together, with a muttered
&jaculation at his own carelessness
nd read the crabbed seript: |

Silent Valley, Cal, June t

after a conference ~wlth.

Wilkerson's arrest on the | _-

“T'll be off- today. |

o |

htd-ﬂtrs-rudmnrunrrhntuh
On. this depends your future welfare.

The “Muster Key” mine discoversd by
- e 8ve years ago contalned a -Ihr

i'

lode ut inﬂt...uant W'y . 'I.'-.i ﬂl-lul lo-
‘eation of the lcdy Ia rihen oa a slip of
paper. Nhich I pladid 2 e he-d of an

went dﬂrn with the siip on which'l was
wrecadd !

On 1#9 master key, e h‘-u:‘- tn that
chest, ‘and. which you wesr on your neck,
Is carved the location Where the veswe!
went down. Find that slip of paper and
the wealth 8 yours. Your devoted father,

THUOMAS GALLON.

1

| ' CHAPTER XX,
The Rival Wrecking Crews:
OR some moments Dorr utared

‘at this iwessage from the |
‘dead. True, it was address- |

was to him. Johm Dorr,
knew something. of the tremendous

her the Inclosure that John discovered

that the last portlon was missing. the |

least 1 have the key and now weé know |
what those figures stand for"

“Yes,” bhe assented, “the latitode an d |
| longithde where the wreck sank. But |
' I don't like the disappearance af thst |
last part. It was rank carelessness of |
me. What if lt should fall jntn Wil
kEerson's hands ¥

Ruth laughed, dangling the I‘e:. by |

Ita nbtmn “We have

'iﬂ."’ John replied wore {‘IJEIH'f‘II"\ | master

indicn idol, in an old rea chest, Wwhich

. 4+ Hefore he could reach tht dlﬁdr l

stake for which Wilkerson was play- | shots to his hiding place,

the mnntm .
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“Not . ullowed ufter ntﬂfﬂll.“ :
the l’*lllﬂhle

Without farther :ur'lt-r.. mqm

leaped Torward. grasped fhe man’
and tripped Lim. A moment fer..
wiis footing it Up to ths « it A0
speed. with the Hlltﬂ'! :'HHI for I'l
urging him on.

'ﬂ-l

bullet whizzed Ly h.s bead. then II-
' other, He turned waadly und Hred rap- |
idly down iuto the shadows ut his par- ¢

‘ed to Ruth, | but its me-mw' suers, He cursed himself for his fol- |
Now. mr ly when a second sentry appeared

above him. drawn by the flush of his |
“There was |
' but one refuge. the mine shaft. Hel
plunged obliquely downward for It
| Naturally evoough, ; the troupers
- thought their quarry was cornered, bui
| Wilkerson drove straight on dowuward
to an old working, mnumH spriiis.
1 crossed By a disused gallers aud final
Iy 'emerged far cp the elif. Ou his
| way be bad picked up a roll of rope.
and when he found  bimself on the
| edge of the preciplee nod Lis pursuery
galning bn him be mwade one emd of
the rope fast and speedily started
descend. But the distunee wasx tou
great. Before he was ufifway to the
bottoni he had been discoversd. and
he felt the rope being hanled up, o
despair, with a madman’s strength. he
swung far out and then in,

| hang of the cliff.

Ar the rope canme free in 1helr hands
the pursduers realized that their prew
had escaped thém. They peered oter.
Burely he h.ul folled the law only tu
meet dedath od the rocks far below,

On his giddy perch Wilkerson heard
| thelr awed speculations and Innghed
| sllently. Then he crawlel away. s In
' the distance he heard tI.H" soreech of .
locomotive whistle, inT the paa
sage of dn express, Thp fridght wonld
be due ig two hours, He must make i,

,Tom Kane arrived early in the morn-
iny to find the camp in nm uproar
' The Mekicans had quietly vanished.
Ruth was mourning the lues of the
¥, and the sherifl, xturing ai

“He won't know where the place s | the ROW useless warrant. was beyouil

IIIITI'II But we must arrange to find
that wreck and get the chest."”

“But If the ship sank? she sald

“Lots of people will remember the
wreck.,” was the response. *“Anf with
this accurate position of where it went
down a diver will be able to ﬁm“r
what We want.”

They discussed this for some time
and decided that as soon as K
turned with the warrant for Wiker
son they wyuld start out for San Pe-
dro and proceed to locate the sunken
vessel and find if possible the chest
and {ts preclious contents.

“With Wilkerson safely in the lhu-
if's hands and Kane on the job here
all will be safe,” Jobn said finally.

But Wilkersoa, with the tormscrap ot t

paper in his band, was planning swift-
Iy and certainly. With Vigas he laid
a& scheme for that night When the
detalls were settled the bandit smiled
erookedly, “I'll get the key myself.,”
he remarked. *“It will be a pleasure.”

“No roughpess,” warpned Wilkerson.

“With a lady?" demanded Vigas silk-
lly. “Never™

“All right,” was the response. “But
remember these troopers aren't overly
fond of you.”

The Mexican made his preparations
to ge¢t the key that bheld the secret of
the fredsure with peculiar care. Ope
would have thought he was going to &
ball. m0 fanciful bhis dress. so careful
his whole get-up. When he bad com-
pleted his arrangements he presented

wnrdl tz::pr_ his chagrin,
g alone was werene, though
hl realized that Wilkerson bud agaln
£hec bhim. But the Imuediate
need of the hour was haste. He in-
structed, Kane to take charge of the

“Lue mphd thn- ﬂtnr-,"‘ he
sald l,. 1

Two ‘later Jolin Dorr and Ruth
were ming up the channel from
San in a launch fitted with dlv-
ing ou The skipper of the launch
remem perfectly the burning of
the steamer and, now that be knew
thu o 'l"h!'l'!' it sank, gave out

of foding the hulk.

"Tlpo"n Is shaliow there, and
't strong enough to move
" be stated. , “The only thing is,
ldm may bave been abead of us.”
Wil couldn’t be ahead of us.”

John assured Ruth.
folly at San Pedrp.”
*Yet at noon his unspoken fears were
realizsed. There was another powerful
lnunch shead of them which thelr cap-
‘thin identified as a diving -and salvage
boat from San Diego. '

“Then they'll get ahead of us!" Ruth
wourned. “After all our tronble!™

The lavneh ecaptain and. the diver
both cothforted bher Ly stating that the
given pasition was not far uway, that
it was sumetimex n matter*of days to
fAnd a wreck even If the approximste
location was known apd that at any

“I inquired care-

a striking and gaedy figure, with =sil-
ver banded sombrero, beavy stodded |

| belt., embroidered shirt and fowing successinl.
Two honrs latér Wilkerson's launch{

'-wnu.ﬂfin.:ing easlly over the

scarf. |
- Wilkerson contemplated him moodi-
Iy. “You'd better wear a jomper atd |
overalls,” he snarled. *“Any ovbe cany |
spet you a mlle In that danditied |
dress.” .

Vigas kissed a . dirty bapd to the
stars. “ln honor of the lady.” be sakl.
with bravado. “Never shall it be said |
tha Joge Vigas was ignorant of the |
niceties of demcanor, senor.™

Finding his protests aseless, Wilker-
son subsided. Vigas departed. appar-
ently for a stroll through the silent
camp. He even stopped for a chat
with a watchful trooper, who readily

belleved his casual statement that he |

was going on a lover's expedition.

It was just midnight when Vigas
stood over the bed on which Ruth lay
asieep. For a long moment be stood
there In his gavdy finery watching her.
He seemed almost on the point of wak-
ening her In order to.satlsfy his over-
weening wanity.: But the clank of a
bridle chain uutﬂdu warned him that

ﬂtthﬂhbnnwlthmlllpufllh

Hmt-nnf*“m
that might afford him
"He was almost to

rate they wounld soon be penr enough
to see wWhether the other craft wins

low

Mer lr- Filled With a Mingling of
. Triumph and Hatred.

l'lrnlllmt-muermmth biuff shore, |
and mumlﬂhu ﬂrﬂm
to go

"Ihﬁﬂhﬁﬂﬂﬂnt find it!" breathed
Dorr as he urged his own men to great:
er
'“They've .struck the spot if those
figures of yours ure correct.” was the
reply. *But time will tell” -

‘When mﬁnm“ﬁnhub
gether saw that Mrs. Darnell was
with
bronze
with o mingling of triumph and ba-
tred. And that look grew brighter and
more malicious when the diver, coming
his fBrat . t.- showed a

“1'm tmu*r i:ulu‘ uﬂ n little -ﬂ# |
for a walk,” Wilkerson explained. _":3_'

m%

droppiug:
on a little ledge coucealed by the over

flkerson. He could see the|
t of her eyes, her eyes filled |

'w

'H.,.n:-uﬁ,-:,r.‘q 1.;.. 1‘?1.1-..!:-;;'5;'::," e

L

at croés purpc :
“But thll I'l‘t the Ghﬂ" ﬂ'hl
Ruth. ¥

“Wat and s¢
ble diver. | |

|

" said mmm-

Half an hbf fetec Jolis tarmd 4o
Ruth and uhﬂ'lhlr “Well, they
have got it. | I t ends this excursion,”

“Is that ;ruu chest, mh-;r‘l" Mﬂ
ed the captalu.
hﬂul"ll"'.

“Yesd, yes: In
"Wﬂl-“ he: lltlrﬂl:h “there’s noth-
Ing to hinder us going over and seeing
what it looks like, is there?" He sig-

naled his englheer nnd put bis. helm

over. i
As they lhnnﬂetheutw
launch Wiikietson ralsed his face to

Dorr's wrathfil gaze and smiled. 1n-
stinctively Jolih put bis hand on his
Eun. A roughi touch on his sboulder
rec¢alled bim, |
“This ain’t apy piratical cruise,” l.ha
skipper remarked meaningly. “That
mapn was hire§ the same as me, nnd
wé ala't got ng fight with each other.”
“Of" mrﬂ.“ Dorr agreed willingly.
Then he mad a leap for the deck of
the other boat,

.;;-? '
$id

ot 311

I

BEE
gigd

|

- F®
*1*9

-

i S A

N g - i |
B P

i

t

e

S, s T A . "o ™ 4
. & g 11 A +:' :'. ' _._.l'*-_..
p. I e Ry '}:h- - g - Y o I-‘_.:E&‘l‘.'
i R N g il bt ik L R
' i 1 1‘:\' 1 L _a ™ i R - I"|i'-' I
35 . J--:'.'- .' .};r =} _'_. ."'i 5 -__-* - . - B o e 3 F
R RRN Lt P e - B
iy &y R 3 W oA ! o RO |
v iRche € e Ul g 13 i ."' . i
&y " - - -- 3 .--I -
' Ll o Ay A B " (R
oA S L
= AT 1, ISR ESERINE {1
Y e '.#' T X ,;i-i
4o T i :
1 t . 1:' H .
{ ] 5
i % Tt
- LY
 ha ]
- 3 |
B i
: "o
-1 !|I

¥ - e ol O gl
s
—_ g
. - ¥ E & . %
ETE W NP s T .
"‘h I.hlh. i -.I-:
-'—-'-'-Hlﬂq-l‘-;-u T

# =r E i R o i
1 i - ! i - L
- - '-. -k - - 4~
- P Fow
'y . g . ¥ ;
W i ]
E X [] T i h r B [
iy . e i Al L i G
i F T ; [ g 3 - L ¥ L Y » .
- 1! -
1. w 3 # g = ¥ . = N
T L PRI L g g <
™~ T T ——— | T T R
% . g b gl = N
. T

-....'..l._‘._ - g T
v e

T S

e ——

B
P L

. .-.-.l-t,; -u .
¥

e g £

TR
g dra e Lol -.-.IT--.—-I-—- el Py g
o =

=i T | . T

-l
CREE oL

* . u
-
N e o L B

! e -3 iR
' LN
B - gl
r.._l L | 1 |;
| 'li' i |f
- 3.
¥ - B
. i3S
=
&
L.
v
[
9
£

name ls m
It 18 l;he

po WL NI S8
L

[ p————. < —
ok

L

E

T 3 [ T

5 a k'l < = -
— S— - - -
o - - = i s =

[ " -

.

S
-

e E——— N e

-

P b8 O 5
*E*!m{ v il i ¥ .'_ . &Y - = iy :'.. T q"'L‘.{- ‘ﬁ *

5 rt
i .-I‘m‘ f
s 5 & S 1*‘ nal. .I :

’ m:xi‘:m P ¢ - -rls ﬁﬁ-hl 4! #

i
=1 i
.




