. 4 suburb recommended Ly Ever
as guiet nnd rﬁturﬂttﬂ! for sbat-
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Hiils
ert
tered

v\« ther sthod there Wilkersom, M
Durnell nod Estelle flso got off the
train, =till disguised. apd were harry-
when Wilkerono observed
ralled Jean'd atreution tw

NS

MNoth

oW

.."fl'!

- -

.
" l.?;'-j e m—

* ap ipstant shie was mnﬁuﬁuld:
hen she sald In 8 low tope: “8o mucl
We ean keep an exe ont |

Fai» 1 >,

- i M e 4

'r_l-l-ll'——-:ﬁfr—'l--'-'il-i_-i-'-pq-'l
N s Tl

1<t “And out where they il"l‘ -
" Wilkerson returned. "1 don'r,
ooks of It.”

P

an sutomobile to ke them go Heveriy

Sir. Dovatl bad =een her, and <he hasd
been made aware of it fustanutly; not
that Bir Dutaill bad heen v the slight-
est offensive. He nad Inl:z shlently
testitied by respe¢tful gin hix ap-
preclation of the ﬂ'Thui of a very prﬂ
iy wolnan, .

Jobu Dorr saw Hn- binsh anpd Inter-
| preted It ru:htlr., He. oo, had ub-

ést In The duvely! girl” For the frsl
time be fell a =burp l'lﬂmu-c of  Jeal
ousy. He hand s¢ long been nlone lu

Iyzed his“own feelings toward her
He determilned that Sir Donnld Faver-

1333 ke the : sham ﬂiuul-d not lmpose his mmpmu'
II.F fle soon rame back with word that| on thém '
+ 9 th had ordered the ear to take them
E’: _ Tl *i:;;ht.ls::.r next mumiri. when Ruth
45 _ L SpIme | out m the Dutel
o A Tt yme inquiry T‘Fnher-mn found | ready for A steell. Faversham lay In
BAY: idress of a botel thut seemed ol waft for the old! took wnd udked him
:E. thelr requirements, apd they | for & mateh for his clgaretfe, Tow
4 f_:' on on their way thitheg in " | reached into higiwalstcont pocket aml
":j‘ ‘hin an hour the deft Estellé pulled out » hlll.\ll"h of bluck matehes,
. f.? it 1a1 lhedd twl"HPIF apd bher mbxtre={ which he handet! out with #n air of
45 in a comfortable salt. -Wilkerson took | doing a service o some one he could
i ._ t rool pear l';h'. Then came the ques | ot ““i Sir Demald ||-;lpd it the
' L.';.' tion of their disguines, ‘yoneer mutebes, got knowing the pecal
| _j "There i4 wo peed of wearing then § jaritier of the wesdtern sulphut article.
;F_‘-* apy lenger,” Wilkerson wiited, “U | apnd i spite of /Mmself Kaog bad tu
L peed e we emn pot them op again™ instroct him to. pull off one of the
43 Mrs. Durnell langbed  seornfilly | matches and strike it. When Rir Don
!i{_ “Yes, and- all the hotel peaple saw = ‘M choked and sputtered over an 1o
?. '!_ come o with our disguises on. What ion of brimstone T“m looked pros
tl' will they thinkR i ther =ee eatirely ndly concerved.
1,1 diferent pPople ocenpyring. thew "Thfj'rt a leetle strong for some
g1 rooms ¥ | people,” be remarked pityingly.
b Wilkerson had alreadyr started to re “Srrong!” answered Faversham, wip
.-!‘ move hi= makenp Now he pansed ing “]rg. eyex, ) shonld jolly well say
A But his reckless natnre get the bettet | they were!™
‘o Their convermation bud httracted

ke
r

“Forgery!™

She Smiled Maliciously.
apd bhe laughed ant bher fenrs

of him,
S0 rhey both were thelr real
seives and sat dewn tv a hemcty bréak’
fast in Mrs, Darueli’s roguos.

This ended. Jean ok uLt' the pupers
and speot ab’ podr golug orvér thien
carelully.
I¥. “but dld pol interrupt ber. When
sbe laid the documents down be =aw
& queer glitter In ber awny' eses.

]

eb 7" she muid 0% & Yow  volce 1
thought you bad had tﬂtﬂl{h of that,”,
““Enough ot what¥" ne demsuded
quickly. .
She smiled malicivusly. She formed
the hm slawly aod pri-dl-eir ‘ulFor
gery’ .
His dark face ygrew pn]lllil. H‘II'II hh
eyes fOasbed omingusly. I did it tur
you fhat time—and no thanks! But
this is all right. Thmd-mhlregﬂn '
uine.™
“They meml: assure tl:u-‘prruptru tu
Thomas Gallon and bis belrs and. as
signs. When you found Tom Gallou
at last and bad biny ready to dy any-
thing you wapted jist ns the price of
your sileove 1 suppose it dido't wecur
to you to have hiin deed-over the “Mas-
ter Key' mine to you, did it?
“He wouldg't bave done ItD" be burst
out furiously, “He shot me vbce. He
would have shot me again to saVve the
ln;lne for the girl™
“Theu what good are these papers?’
*Graduaily be perceived the drift of
bher speech.  He looked at ber for a
moment dumbly, as if for instroction.
But she was ruthless. He must pro
pose the crime himself.  She banded
bim the papers.
" He stared at them and then glanced
acrods at Jean, She was walting. He
cursed her under his breath. . She had |
always been waiting—waiting for him
to breaf the law, to suffer that she!

hcneﬁts ;

will be of mutu-i &
pRsumer and M'L oF |

otherwise go -" = |

parcel polt
By .urpi‘n-l

pborfunity to

 {by sending
h a list of proGREs
_Chicago, Doty keep unimpaired that beauty that had
been his downfall. . But the spell work-
ed. as it had worked before.

*I'll hare I'u go. dut and huy  some|

o, about these papers” :
(LTS TTRE

AR he jeft the roem Joean
oked Trer num. laxx triumph K *'
eyes.
“Exte! e fbe =l N idn
may “dross oy bate <) shbell g G |!
matiney 1hin afterneon. I Mr. i
Rersan omes. 1+l oo Fosim eigage
il toniz
Life Beveriy Hills waa n Wele o
chnny Muth alfter the sireDmman;
dare 1t el  povssed -:tul-r'tlu- b 1Y
the "Master hey™ mine. [
Mere were pot’ many at the Dot
ahed | ot prominent figure gimgon
the ruvsi~- was a . earefally’ dres|
ed E man, so tfpically the tourist
thar o il el L insisted on Idrntlh‘
in- Gl The foEisier,
P o<een many of the new kinds
aple.” he expinined. - “Fve been.

I e mlie S0 many years that the
rents bas kind of escaped
i 2milee to know just what kind

IFOE | o

2 Ly
. ¥ -
=Y 5 < |

.-
T

Who ls he? Ilmm.,-“t”
g 2 idmult:hemm :
II-- marked down _ﬁ
Faversham, and be's ﬂ-h
h!:. isies.” Tom Kane rejoined.
uumfnrhhh-lu.thr-i I-i
pese thit's why bhe bhas to wear them
whi'e atkle 'I"Irm-“_-.

|
Rpth walking ‘Wi

W Hierson smulied neryous- §

“Se It° has come to the old gnme, |

] “1 know a dogen places w

Ruth's attention. and she and John
tloth lovked back. John smiled fliut
, bt Ruth was indignant,

'Tnn did that on purpo=e.” she =ald
“I'm ashamed of bhim.”

How it happened only Sig Dounid
could bave told, bpt within three min
utes he was exchanging r&mnrh about
the 'scenery with them alll “And
there's Ain awfally jolly bit just over
the other way,™ he =aid to Ruth.

The ke was broken, and Ruth
promptly accepted the implied invitay
tion to see this specially lovély scene
and Sir Donald led the way, talking
with hér. After an Instant's hesita
ton lohn and Kage folliwed. |

The  acquaintante thus made was
destined to have a great bearing on
the Mves of both Rath apd John. [t

| bad ripened info n genuine liking on

Ruth’s part hefére the dance that Iﬂl.hl‘

, WASR QTer, !
The next ‘muornl ¢ John nnd ‘[‘um‘l:n-l

‘Sir Domald about

the hotel grounds. 'and the young man
eould pot - beip, showing in m

and wanoer that was Hit

that ftuth sbould| buave sov u!
taken pp with a nger.. ..
“Remember. she's only a

it Tots.

' wardged bim.- bisymood.  “Rhe's
:tleen Lrought up | the_ unl;qim,. 1
ihe::nnfﬁrlﬁ_}r ng a pup. | don’t III‘:.!I'
the way the fikin puts petticoats on his
feet nnd. I't | i to being ki-d at
[ with twe .+ | (o -Ruth Is sl righti

You muist.peugimnlr that young as
is und’ inéxperienced. she has a
‘lot of common sense.” | ' :
“1 suppose it's foolish of me,” Johss'
answered. “But I'm used to lcﬂ"l'itr.‘
and this dawdiing about doesn’t
me ald that makes me l:enenllr
and l:lnrﬂt-un:hle. If 1 only

‘.

what Wilkerson was doing’ lf Etenu,
-mould enly eome!™

The wish was fulfilled that afternoon
when George Everett turned up and
was warmly greeted by E.nr*

and Dorr. After a few -und:p-ulmd
for Ruth. :

“You can see tﬁlt /she's all right.”
- Jolin answered quietly, point to her

i

as she ‘up the steps with Sir
Donald., Both werk in tennis garb. and
Ruth was delightfully flushed.

Sir Dopald made a few plessant re-

marks and #ﬂuﬂd htl:'blf. His
quick senses t | Everetl
had come on bdﬂnnll uthlt In-
would be obe

=] don't kno tlhu I lnu ¢n:tlliu

to tell you.” Everett
nestion
-1 ean

new and mrﬂlrng
told Ruth in answer to bher

hr'l" E deeds,” hp ol Emboriously.
may have to jlookap some ofher |-ﬂﬂlf- !

{ed. steddily no

| gaze upon ber,

raise the mo
and surveys §rstt And re gone
1 understand.| ! !

pm Wilkerson has them. | poght to
i/{ have been on his tradl oug aga”™
Everett glaneed at Ruth Hmi watw the
' disi-wurngemeut! on her fave. - He wem
t quickls on: “However. 1've nyude tem
pornry - arrangements  which | will  re
| Hleve yor uf all lgrpnble for the present
' zisx t3allon. 1tk over the husines

id.mnn with Jobn und Tew Kive” .
£ She. I:r'lr.hlrnril and lnid one hand
| affpctiouatels vn qnhnu arm. ['-"I knew

evervthing would, come out il rign
{ﬂlmn Jobho twol] Bold.” =he sfid softly,
For twe d.uﬁJ@
weeretly In

e

his root
At last his task

“Nohne can «
Gallon didn’t d

old T
himself.”

makes ' me the pwoer of “Master
Key” nﬂm..luu[: And. onece in charge
' make ns ‘ worth | ,millinm
Then™ - |

f[he =hrink huTI at the Ilnprr In I'III-

“Xuw. what nh'r you :-ﬂn# o do¥

ﬂrﬂd the Englishman's sudden Inter

Ruth's regard that be bBad not apa

‘| mouth hefore there was the polse of |
baots on the porch. and Tuhhg smiled |

=

to finance your mine. |
" might nve comforts and jewels nndll}u"t we must fhave the M papers |

- “Yes," Dorr replied hiturln 1 sups |

rey Wilkergon work 1

J “And k|

e R e
| i | SRR LN
THE MASTER KEY “fhone e ‘ehiarge of the

CHAPTER Xvir. Jokn. smiling. Just  what, ta .
_The Forged Dedde. & | mh. a $ w R
- W umﬂm lﬁ"'{m . |

Allﬂll'l, the next qur“ll.ltm ht wis pear sighted. f“l AN ' 1
Jobhn Deore's paTrty ot ol i hi ) %] A
. and .Juhu feft  Ruth - with “ .l:_._. while 19 and e & I oy zn";hi:::k'l:: i S
Tom RKapne while he wenf o s Mi,}' HHI“I'L ullﬂl Iﬂth-tlﬂ at I.hh I|l'lﬂ’ Nada e 'lllllll'.‘l‘ thein, 1'1 cholhs '

lud 1 bappen 1o know that Sir: Don:d

worry about Durr.”
Mye Durnell remained in though
silence awhile and then agreed to the
suggestion.. Wilkerson imuiedistely
wrote the mesaoge: disy?
Charles Drake, San Francisco, t:‘-'-.'l.r' 1
Go to Sllent Valley at once
charge of “Master Key  mine quu
hear further from me AII '.'
engineer, to this effect. '
HARRY |WILKE
When be bad sent this and
sige to Tubbs be resumed his gloating
couteniplation of his rorged '
did pot see the look of b
o Jean’s face as she left the room,
“Why must | always ‘bave w use
foulsT" sbe m pittérly. *
lovely puir—Wilkerson and Drake!
Druke did not besitate when ‘.}
celved Wilkerson's telegram,
the next truin for Silent Valle) -.ud o |
arrival there pgorured a rig dmre
to the mine
'ed tu
The

Ou bis arrical hﬁe wus d

see that po work was belug
machigery -was idle, and the miners
were loating abol thiltﬁehfflll-ﬂ
ered o Uttle sullen groups  They eyed -
bim curiously, but when bhe asked for
Tubbx they made ho mmmt nor ask
ed any yoestions.

“Follokw fng their dimﬂm Ie -H
found himself on the porch of what
had been John Dorr's house. B
knocked. and there| was shuffling of
beary boots: then door opened, and
an unshpved. bloated I'HHI man I-.lkﬂ
him gruffly what he wanted. -

Drake produced Wilkirson's wire,
and iustantly the engineer showed re
Hef.

“Come in' Come in!™ he nlll .
“Come in and have a drink!™ :

The lutertor of the cabin s
Bill Tabbs had apparently
camping out in his pew lﬁlrt
out regard to the decencles. B Dl'lhl

was not squeamish after his

and shared a drink with his

few words served to puot th mﬂm

before him. _ ;
“There nin't' no money to_pay the

men: the sture's closed; the cook shan-

1.;'2

BON.

L

4

#

Dorr hasn't turned np with the money
he promi=ed, and I'm just kind of =it
ting on the Ud while the pot boils,
I'm wizhty glad to see you, | Maybe
you can do something with tﬁﬂt fel-
jows. imdunemy best. and | enn't
do any more.” -

The words were Iunill,r 61"51 of hhu

lu sh-kh' fﬂulliﬂp

Y Luess they lputi:ed you l‘i;i:iuﬂ'
he said,

“What do they wamt? demanded |
Drake as there came a puunﬂin: on

3“11;4%.}-& y ¢

couldn’t Bnvince lnxtmd;r_ Il': Iiﬁ'l!'l

ty ain’t running; Wilkerson i away: |

‘| the door.
Two miners entm and Tﬂhhu in-

| trodu them to Drake,
i= the new boss, hqu be =aid

“Who sent youn here?” wn the lm
‘question uxked.
“Wilkerson.™ rupunded lrrntl L
-Em.lﬂ
“I'm just here l'.ntnh thlﬂ:l tempo-
rarily.,” Drke went on bastily. not
| Uking the agly tone  of the man’s

T‘-unllhﬂru
The " next

of RIII Tublbs’ whisky, and ﬂm
the mouptain air was not dizs haﬂ by
a cold bpeakfast. Apd before the sun
Thad risen above the peak of the mpun-
fain the miners had upproached him
with guestions, :

CHAPTER XVIIL
-The Battle In the Mine..
R an hour or so Drake equi’
ocated und tried fo postpone
action. Bat It was made
plain tu\hllll that Ilrl coald
not atokl action. The starving men
‘;"FI'F v me bumer for words. The:r_:
 Hemanded tood and wages. -§ \

At last he shw IhEt he must
something ; immediately. . He

with apparent frunkoess told |
| bad known nothing of the sif
and thar he felf sure M ﬂn
nnlm of .

“Whnt are guu ;.n-'li-l | (1 dl'!" nl-r
the demaml. |

doil
led.

whe demanded: ng to bring the . He showed them the
mrerﬂ}tim ey 100 "'"'#""" s ::u Wilkerson. Los Angeles.
nels. : ~ Come w0

He bit Illl nalls =avagely. '!“Dl'lhfh, mg.
out, All right.” h¢ told her. “You "'“'*l]hl
— = . .

_'
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