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maid pending e ' 1 E dce that Mrs, ¥ Dbl 8 s ik . e ) Sl sty
plotting nﬂm u urn:t::; Gal- | : _ ; Jand I are putting up the coin ay g e g R e f*:-a-ﬁﬂ‘-':ﬁ:-;'f:?ﬁ*’f

t‘ i - ' - [ i 1H IT . ; ] < . . I g _I . ! .:1 L .I. 1 -'.. I1. b 4 #‘ ..-I. .l. I.. .I:
o's precieas pugurs__sc B8 o mau sonl_werd on fire. 2% the WOk %o fir, Where'W\JOUF| rereq with un exiert when that xpx

wrath, and sbe clincbed bidr bunds.
now and sguin till the: knuckles were
white. \

For ope thing, Mrs. Darnell loved
the piush oflife. Physical lusury was
ber bighest wish, the goal of her l0ftl- | |y followed his companion’s
est ambitivn, the one price sbe bad Set | gril) Jower quarter af the
on Ber soul. ‘The dull surroundings | with his own thoughts und
ghe bad been forced to accept nanseat- | from his experf of the
&l ber. Sbe hated Wilkerson for mak- { he did hot notice that Wik
ing ber vnvomfortable. evidently on the- ut for

80 when be came fin, walking vef¥ | Once or twice he stopped .
slowly and quietly, she torned on Bl | Onge he greeted an old scyu
ke a wildent., . and carried on a low voiced

*Take me out of here!” she panted. | tion, of which Draké heard no
=] won't stay bere another beur, RRath
or no Ruth!™ -

. Wilkerson flinched. *1'm sorfry,” be | When Wilkerson

rasped, “but Drake made a mess of | said peevishly, “% . | =¢|*fﬁ'h1 4
the whole afMiir, the polive are after “I've got my schee and my mun™ : ) A o .-“L i g e T
Sing Wah and that girl got away.” was the ler‘._ "_It'}! be pla ‘ : . “{;‘l worn '“ -m"hﬂ‘]ﬂﬁ | Jabn,

Mrs- Darpell stopped in her almost | from now on.' g : 1 F 4 i % hbmtlfi _11‘ tlhm i gor i | pble
hysterical walk about the rfoom ﬁndﬂ' A molmeut luter Donke was | : ‘ m m.“.,., l'p-.;mﬁ.- 'l!!lﬂl- & | cinated
stared at WHkersom with burning eyes. ] to see Wilkerson gtgp to one -1 . ,. : htr.ht"l' mdih 25 bl ,“wm ;m’? ﬁlt’ - Jolin ;
He returned her look defiantly. *I'd | rectly .into the path of .a pal N S pgain.” PN, 7] R
never had to do all this if you bud |quietly dressed Jrnn*:m man out | N . [ 1ot ahail Ahked o that
‘done your purt long ago and got thke thirty years of nge| The PR : M
piipers when she was in your charge,”
he sald. *But there is no ose in cry-
ing over what can’t be belped.”

At this moment Drake entered, pre- =
senting himself sullenly. He had al- | 'ikerson smlled icruelly,
peady received Wilkerson's acrid com- nothing. The other &

pliments on his astuteness in failure, 'and went on, “Are Fr"' bere? i : .' v ?r gugrgares . II-'l
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stopped, stared at the man whe had so l

rudely interrupted his walk -

recoiled. | z
“Harry!" he stam Sin

5 i L
"'I

]

you here?” ; - — T : srgtw : "
apd be expected nothing less from |70, "o ooy o arideut th ' R ?MMIM-H

Mrs. Darnell.| He was ready to quit tried to bold hﬂ'lllll hnd:

L

looked 'at him curiously, : ' | 400 .
the conspiracy. e : g . ' | er than was needful,
Jean's quick instinet did not fail ber, | *irARge. What a nuigber of g The Ex-Thief Spent the Day Searching | jur pead and slipped a

| quaintances Wikkersbn bad apd ho Hotel Registers. g ,
and she lnstantly smiled on Drake and deeply. most of theth seensed [to fedr E " foom. Jjust down a

murmured: “You poor boyl Now jtell ™ 1o jigtenéd intently to fis com- | Morning. But John had burried her | Watched hier tpen the dor o
me all about | : ' panion’s drawling tohes. into a eab, ordered it driven to the | {¥®oto his own room when
When be had fuished his relation Of | . .yeq I'm Hurry Wilkerson. Manx and quickly made arrangements | Struck bim. and be calied gen
the morning’s experiences, with much iooking for you, Pell,” for- Ruth to occupy his room with a “Rath " 8 g o SRR
empbasis on the sbooting and his nar-| o & 07 SO 0 0 B o e maid to look after ber. . . Bhe.came back quietly.’ “Fi
row escape from Sing Wah's den, she lUps and essayed u smile. “Lo ‘1 =all my clothés afre with that borrid mu!hdnn:. -h-llll.'_"ll'#h ev
Jooked at him thoughtfuily. 1 no see you? he said in an ' woman,” she whispered. nervouspess. “After all, It's _
*“It was a '_ dman's ﬁ'h!;'ﬂll‘." she at a jml tone. - *I'll rig you out, mtm *.,ru g0 l’ mmw? M__-f-“‘ EOo
ry. you used t¢.do things better. Use | g4 g if to himself. “You " With the belp of the mald and the . :
your wits! This isn't the desert. Force | yo, .o | | bousekeeper Ruth was presently made park and after a brief .
won't avall nnfﬂl time is getting short. “For God's sake |man. be quiet!" || presentable for the street. and John, bright beach e back into town
.- We must bave fhose papers immediate- | wyiupered Pejl. “I—no one knpws me |'tn dry ¢ and none the worse for
Iy and raise the money on them and | poro ahd I'm'on the square his ducking, met ber in the lobby.
get smough capital abead to find the " w1 bave pogaged a taxi by the bour.”

©old plan to the mother lode of the *Mas- he told h?;‘ “1 think it will rest yon “That ﬁ. h-.llﬂ.fﬂl.“m-
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ter Key' mine.| Use your wits!” I know you, old sport. ' You wouldn't | more to the fresh alr and dig| .. the desk-the clefk handed JOba

atood 1 lonen Then | Wilkerson | %27 BOW that' I wash't an old|friend. f.around in| the sbops among the Pret- | o0, gadreased in a crabbed hand. §He
smiled sardonically. - ,'ﬁ;‘:ﬂ ;‘:; Y ' “m“:‘“,’!'“ it will to brood In your OWS | yore it open. glunced at the contenits: |
_ - : | ' . ! T . landtorned to Ruth. © -
you | T see what | can G0 oday. | Dead out and shook if feebly. | | /Ruth begitated shyly. “Bat I Bave| 0iq Tow Kane got bers tonighir |
First 1| most find out a few things We'll just go tﬂncfnanlrep d niﬁu::‘ar,m 2 it e jexclaimed “He mm we
Drake and | will go together.” sit down 'and talk lover old [times” | "Ob!™ he said blankly, and then a were out and left this note for me.” |
Srnasiin inid the youad mil $117. Wllher-::n remarked {plem’nu; _ | thought came to him. “Why, bere 1| puth's’ face. Nt up """"'ﬂ i
1. bave a notion that I'm aboit fed | 4 it L "o, S0t a datel [m s A argund & lot of the ranch | «ywhere is he? Where is he?" she de- |
pp with your pians and plots.” downtown!” protes Péll mj_ rthr. m;:rh _ | was golug to turn 'li:'l" manded. *“I want to see bim.” |
Before Wilkerson could respond with | - {7 HBEY" demanded. Wikersoo | ta yoti. | At her door be left her with a
the bitter reproaches ready on his lips ' mockingly. “Since when has pdd Sam | Once in the taxi Ruth told bim<of in on as Tom e
Sive; Darusil. betorweied. cbing het Pell been working? Answer!| Since wumrmwmmmm R b e I o A
own unruly temper \ be was broke.” He Jaughed Jogdly. left the mine. John listened soberly. | : pack.
“George.” she snMd. looking at bim | “I came out here to live on the lev- | though onpé in awhile a heavy flush -
with suddenly soft eyes, “1 know just el,” pleaded tbe other, his foxlike face | on his che¢ks betrayed his deep seated
Bow you feel. Rut it means everything | " e With fear. anger at the plotters who hdd not ouly
€0 me—1o all of us.. | have trusted you | . L 0&s oo hot fer you in m:' tor- | trjed to deprive her of her mine, but
80, and 1f J‘mi 2ol Bas Bo~ ke rid east?. Well, | néever went back on had foally risked ber life and liberty.
: a pal, did L, Sam? find I'm _“It's all that man Wilkerson,” he said’
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Sheew uutTll:;r_ :::.u:t:*lm e I.-.l:: back on you mow. when she had [finished. “He caused |
”‘I‘“ﬁ' » A you in the way of some coln.™ your fother to ke him su - _
'_ g~ At this point they furned into s small | ent of the wine and then ‘him | w

Greek cafe. and into his grave.  He 1§ your bad apgel.
coffee all around. When they bad been | Ruth, But | &m here now, and IR
served and were alpne be get busy with Everett and Onisb
Drake and Pell and the | things up. and we'll soon be back at
former: “Sam Pell'Is known (as the | ¢he mipe and bave things golpng again.” } “That
Slickest man in bis line, Alg't you.| He answered her questions about the
Bam? 'y situation at the “Master Key” as tact
“I aln’t working that lay any| mare,” | pyjy as be could; be realized that her
was the sulky answer, ° L1 | perves we Iy shaken. He woull
Wilkerson ledaned across thef ble, | trust to old Tom Kane to hold the for
and his lpan face beld A very vill eX- | i the mountains while he transacted
pression on It *“Not wﬂﬂu:‘; But | tha pecessary business in San Fran
you'd do a ‘turn “ an old | friebd, | Jigsco. | -
' wouldn't yob, 'specially when | there's - Mirected the chauffeur to drive R [
. lots of R'{J_I'Dd. safe mooey In it? thf:m l:'ll'““lh }he. l-hﬂlmhll d‘]“tm tlH'.J'I"II hw.’"‘ H. M o atv
| - As If bypnotized. Pell stared |pto the | o4 ghijle Ruth spent seveéral bours in tentivn to Huth's agonized cry after

:dﬂrk eyes fixed on his and 2 W hHowed replenishing hE‘l’E wﬂlﬂmlﬁi John =at In him: “Johnd John! m‘t' Fu'f‘rl';‘r 1

| ehokingly. - | him! He'l hurt youl™ o ,
] the taxi and studied things out Bt Helpidinly nbe 1 out of the i

| "l knew you\would,” sald Wilkerson, | |, o ool continufilly seeing Wilkerson's . |

! wl!!fullj mluil‘llfrilﬁ‘tlﬂﬂ hi= il-lll"l'lf.'l.l ﬂﬂﬂ! Irﬂl"'F befo gim nnﬁ before mEI down npd saw the tw,n nm m ¥
'late groan. “Naw to business.|Sam!™ swiftly up toward theé crest of the
| : e ) ' ' | peturned to the hotel he had determin . . hobre

“HenryT" gasped ‘the othern My . 4 oot where be Wi nnd whnt The seconds seemed ‘

' edito find ot whe : as she watched. Then she saw ' Jobw |-

name's Hen pow. Don’t ‘¢all | me . .
Sam.” - 1 " | be was do stumble and carch himself. That

| Yer rooin to : 5
“Well, Heury.” sald W1 kvh«i While Ruth weat to. fe cided ber. Rhe picked ap her skirts ; |
v
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) Mot | ahn sat in the lobby : : ,
ingly ~1 declare, | do Torgef unjues ﬂ?ﬂ::“mgia;,h:; He did not :ﬁ ’ﬁ-"ﬂ :-hl: Ewt&lmm” i

X , | | i . . ngerly swung’ 140
80 eanlly . Now. | want 0 expllnls Y | ghgarve a :slender, quietly  dreied | op Tl o eon ndder iand o
little propositian  It's Just i 500t | yonng man with o very pale face, whe | o 0 om upward, Sie sa
line, Ba—Henty. v o sagntered in apd out With ap oceasion | ypiep payehi the comiee and erw) over. |
' Pell bit hix fizger pails Pud nhmruwd al trip to the eigar stand to lght a | I..‘Iﬂlul Shie ol o -*‘
on bix xeat But wheu the fuab w) | rresh chenrette. It wax Henrs Pell  Liyoe bruteing her: tender hands on |
pusite him casually pulled vut n benvy The ex-thief had spent the day going ‘the ﬂ'ﬂﬁ' rods.  Once or | - B i
purse aud ns he benrd | the chnk of from hatel to holel, searvhing th' reg h!w and rilied: HJ“MI ﬂhllr'.- |
kold he xubsided | fsters It was| ¢hly Ut last that be | There was ponnswer. | 0

| | glas
| Vers repldly and curtly Wilkerou | went to. the Mans; Toere he folmd | phen she reatied that there was an- |
|

* *I've' got my schame and my man”

a%d Whispereil. “And are you £oing 10 | told him of the existence of u bundlé |tnd game “Ruth GAllon™ on the reRi> | cher on. the. lndder belpss ' her.
Fon o e sikte sou are plaging for? | of papers that be wisheditn “recover. [ion aud below tt “Jobn Dorr” . Thi | nearty tost her grip and fell

You are lu lurd with her™ H : :
f ' ' He laid ouly enough emphasis.on thelr he reported to Wilkermon, who swore 'he somie

help Harry here opt with all kKinds of | them on sight and concluded by xay of ‘getting hold of the papers immed ¥ g to look down
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erous plans.  That one of last 11115" “it's worth ione L ! 1 18
: : ¥ in your pucket | graly, ;
ﬂfil:*tn:::iéti‘;,r:; ':;;IL 1T She [ 1o Jocate them and get -them back ".{nd I*trast yon to do 1t.” he said
would be at the door nom e ¢ POUC | Pind u girl named Ruth Galiun iv oue | weaningly. o e
¥ "J,ﬂhn Dorr i= & !tﬂﬂ'f'ﬂ rml " Wilker l of th_' hotels here She ba=x the pu .‘ t.Elh finshed 'uh | ﬂ-m nodded
.l 2 - indte pers. ™ {17 “lbriskly. “I'lIl_get ‘em, all right. Har
ﬁrﬂﬁf»ﬁ"hm'ﬁrrhm, E: ! WF':' rose peryoaly. - TNot; for -me, |yl Ee snid, but did ot add his in.
cross ¥ ! -| Wilkerson.™ | | most thonght, which was that. with the
ey i 010 Tom: b sy | WIKEP08 o, 1o qalte: ety | et oaee o i o possemon, by
ghat out.” _ ed “We'll just walk down the street | easily get much more from Wil
. : Mg with you, Sa—~Henry, ¢nd 1 can | s than the e had promised,
Jean Dartell glanced at his fdverish Apiece y Bhasor hebh it k than the $200 _ _
L’_ and understood him. Ehg e expiain a little more clearly. - n will you bave them?, wil

that the reaction from the thought that The outcome was that n:g:s:m, ) wént op. § et
er

|
i

ing v ;
| By this (ime the tumuit bad
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he canted: Disits i " | later Pell took $50 advance Wil
dtnh:q?rprin of nnd:ngd:: .fﬁ:'.“:d kernon and promised to the |
in San Francisco—bad sbaken his | panecs for. Rim, e purtuil
meérve| He would hereafter seek the the latter made several N jokes

s and obscure ways he knew so | ¥ /ch Drake could not see polnt
well, | Her eyeilds almost closed ty) | 90 DUt which seemed to make Pell
she looking ut” him through nar sick with terror. | . B
row She seemed satisfed and| Do Is that' fellow?™
turned to Drake. “Pledse do it for | Manded as they  wWere
:‘hmmm “l know Harry | their lodgings. | '

g00d, safe plan In view ™ Harry Wilkerson

_ . “We'll be back

Nﬂ'ﬁ very long. Jean. Better stay
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