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“1f the police find

: * 1 may be mistaken,” J assented :

had ork, to deal with | o .55 “All 1 ~of Mrs. Darnell | sometime that may serve be silent.” St

Everett about mouey for improvements | o .o, w:-t irds | dropped by His earnestness was unmistakable.

£ the “Master Key." The second was | wyiperson, - But | Guppose we-might | Thus and Ruth ylelded. A moment later —

that she had evidently not been able get a clew as to where theéy went any- | kerson, they both stood on a small tanding of Musi

to find Everett and had started west way.” | i com mﬂuhrrthﬂlllﬂrlﬂlm Ring ‘M
ggain. The third was that sbe had After some search of the long line of | Sing o and oy ot He pointed | Wab earefully drew up the indder and Bay Road, cor. of
been in this very room. There lay the mrmumhmrhlthtned& nell and Drake before him. ""mg“, "Ithlntth:' colled It again on the wooden trigger Deesfield Ave. Lig
papers that represented the mine and tective identified as the one Mrs. Dar- | To Mprs Darnell’s credit it must be :r:ntlntm:bbm that had released it. Then be led the ;_..
its value. But how—where—how could | noi had taken the night before. said “Ah™ suid the 'd tective thoughtful | way down a dark passage to stairs lit For terms address _-
it be? “Driver, take us where you did those ly *'il’hﬂl | on the police force | by 8 mere glimmer of gasx. Ruth drew SISTERS of LORETTO

His businessiike senses réturned, and | fares who were in such a hurry last " ;llﬂ o ksiow t Chinaman. He's | back. but be Indicated that she must

he proceeded to wire Everett's office In night.,” the detective ordered. the smoothest rapeal in America, bar | g0 on. Even as she obeyed his fmpe-

New York. with the resuit that he was | The chauffeur shook his head. “You 20ne." y rious gesture there rang out the muf- :
soon in possession of his address in ﬂnmmhm&rurtht‘lﬁdre?,"hum- John gritted his teeth in helplr '~ | Bed clangor of revoiver shots. Then HMMR-N
Saa Francisce, ¢ turned. “Thefe Wasn's any." | rage. “And she'y in that fend's foi! | agnin came the sound of deors yielding .

“S80 Everett’s here, too,” he mutter- The driver leaned out from his deat clutches,” he groaped aloud. to violence and the shouts of wrathful M and Nuw
ed. “That is stranger yet. I guess it | and went on earnestly: *You know At this moment a policeman cnme | men byﬂn Howr
was time 1 dropped in. Now to find | how they jumped In and we rolled off. along and accosted Jobn's compani b | Smg Wah hurrled bher on. down
Roth!™ Well. it seemed It was a pase of life familiarly. In a few words the case  wtepa. along shadowy pawageways and

He tbrust the packet of papers in his | and death., according to woman. was explained to-him. '
pocket and then withdrow them and [and 1 stepped on the mm‘l_tllne and “You won't find anything. of course,”
Jocked them again into the dresser | hastened some toward the North Pa. L e the officer remarked. “But just for
drawer. He had a dim notion that | Eil?ll t::HDML Ht;tt:hen Ir":‘l .I‘I;]:d into YOS 0k (0 40 e triek. satisfaction let's have a look-see and a Wabash & Van Buren, Chicago '
Ruth might come back for them. Then | Chinatown. one o e men ba me chin-chin with Sing Wah.” . y & ‘
e seioptionad to-thie B¢, Iongile fistss | SN0 1K 8 to drfon SR e it | DRSS PRGSO SRNR U SRR oo | © s eiug NG iiion fant 4 & OB e 3oy -
and left word for Everett, who was re- , He got out here in front with me, and tily uuiiiued plan of hiding Ruth away | D€8e was closing a panel door after . -9
ported to be out. | When we reached a SHitaln- Spot ther | somewhere in Sing Wah's precincts un. | Prake, who had come to make his

Still following what his commonr | 811 beat it |

sense told bim was the logical method
of unraveling the tangle he went down
to the desk and entered into conversa |
tion with the clerk. Meanwhile his eye

i “Can you take us to that spot?’
| “l was just wondering to myselfl
whether 1 could find It.” Wwas the re
sponse, .

He threw in his clutch and the car

Into “working order.

til they could once more get thelir plans |

Before she would leave the place

“ . | she must indged see Sing Wah himself. |
But I'll try. “Will the girl be safe here?" she de-

ran down the register. Opposite the
pumber of the room he now occupied
he saw a heavily scrawled “Mrs. J.

left the line and started up the hill
toward California street. John Dorr

| manded.

The Chinese looked at her fAushed

Darnell and daughter.”

He frowned, and the clerk said sym i a strange sense of at last b'pl.'m: on bhis
pathetically, “Youn must hawe a nasty |

headache ¥

“1 bave,” John returmed. - “Met with
an accident In an auto that rather up
set me.” He laid his finger on the reg- |
ister and, coutrolling his voice, went
oh as if casually, “I see Mrs. Darneil

stops here.”

To Dorr’s secret amazement the clerk
became mysterious, leaning across the
desk tg whisper, “Ab, you know her?”

“1 wanted specially to see her.” John

équivocated. *“Is she here?™

“She is not. and she left In a very
the clerk explained
quietly. “She came here last evening
I gave them the

strange way.”

with her daughter.

room you have now. Along in the late
hours she suddenly came down with
the rirl unconscious and told me tha

“Do you know Mrs. Darneil very wel: 1"
she bad been taken very |l and she
was burrying her to a hosp tal. There
werg a couple of men with ber, and the
bhouse detective Hdn’t like the loaks of
the whole affair, so he followed them.”

“Was the girl very falr halred and—

and beautiiul”™ Deorr muuunged to ask |

& an lndiTereut tone, :

“Precisely.” responded the clerk, xud-
denly matching his guest's mapner.
“If you want to find Mrs. Darnell
maybe the house detective got her ad- |
dress—or the address of the hospital
they took the mirl to”

i

| leaned back ngainst the cushions with

. way toward his goal. He barely heard

his companion’'s murmur, MEvident'y
they took her into the lower part of
Chinatown.” : | .7

We usually credit the orfental with
Httle or no lﬂl-lﬁnlm Iﬂﬂlll’ to | that she = safer now than she

| Httle fear.
| and discreet.

evidences. As the fact even the | 2m
Chinese coolie uses the facul’, of |

stolid, dull eyed Chinese of uncertsin
middle age. His picture—Iit was in the
gallery of every secret service office
from Singapore to Philadelphia—was
not less changeless of expression, nor
more teciturn than he. Yet in spite of
his sember clothes and general air of
t | blank stupidity, Sing Wah wns a man

bere that the three met to consult
the future.

her grip.” said Wilkerson.

| with crime.
If the ordinary criminal could have
an or a store he would ple
his profits. But the ran of
rascals must steal and fly, pust-
office address Is a figment. They are
' not at bome when nm? knocks.
| Bing Wah knew this, and was his
bonst that for thirty yeurs any one
who wanted him. either day or, night.
could find him. '

kerson thrust his clu
forward as If in protest. He paid

search with ever increasing baste.

thief. the smuggler and the ro*ber and

be took his toll of them passed | pose. The question put his whole prob-
them on. Whither? Bing Wah pever lem before him in two words—but
toid. And because he did not tell they | where? He shifted his eyes from the
§ | came back with greater loot rich- | emptied satchel to the curtained win-
§ | er booty, and he again them | dow. Instantly there leaped before

through his store to vanish! utterly,
| from the haunts of men and pur-
view of the police.
| Among the many hundreds who had
availed themselves of Sing Wah'
was Wilkerson, whe, during
riods of his career, had sev
run athwart the barriets of
and been compelled to seek refuge
where he could. s T

Harry Wilkerson was not n . In

he was a murderer?

terror.

some wWays he was brilitantly ed. | Darpell, instaptly taking s larin.
| He recognized Sing Wah's suj V| “Nothing.” he said sullenly. "] wax
| to al others in the great gumle|of out-| jugt thiuking of something” He thrb.
. witting the law. He perceived th  ed on Drake. “You've wot to do the

| the stolid musk the alert. actite. »tn
dious mind which was. ever
never forgetful, always intel t1’" er man _

watching the world that passed before Wilkerson eageriy formulnted
bis filmed eyex. The Chinese Bad. as
‘well, acknowledzed Wilkerson's! ndept:
ness and persistency. In sew dealx
they had been partners to thelr mutua)
profit. - ~
“*You are a very good fellow| Har
ry.” Sing Wah bad told him ohce as'

" trick.” be went on.

tips of his quivering fingers.

“First you're Everett. turned ap a
last. You find bher'-

“In Chinatown!" sneered Drake.

Presenitly. in respouse 1o a summonx, |
appeared the detectite. who seanned |
John's sowewhat b. Jised -fuce thoaght- |
folly, saying wothing unffl the clerk |
explained that Mr. Dorr wishied. if pos-
sible, to, get Into communlration with

they drank tea in u little room §p the | be"— . .
rear. “Yon dare a smart man—aslmost Drake laughed ugiily. *I look Hke
as smart as | um. But you e too | the kind of Joker who would dress up

buugry. You caunot resist your appe-
tites. Now. I"—he made a slight ges-
ture of disxtaste with his lean W

| and passionate beauty In silence until
she repeated her question. Them he
 sald quietly and in his own exquisite
| Iy modulated English: “You need Bave
The servants are bouest

And”"<he let his eyes
| meet hers fully—>1 think it is possibile

his art, his clothes and his Magunge as | Peen for some time. Good night. mad-

WLile Wilkerson and Mr Darnell

imagination more frequent n his ' had been hurriedly arranging matters
white brother on an equal u;.p;.m with Sing Wah. Drake had gone In

Sing Wah. or Wah Sing. as bhe was | *earch of lodgings nearby. He found
indifferently called. was outwardly » | them In what had once been a noted

botel, which bad fallen into sad decay. | |
It was In the faded rooms he engaged |

“The first thing to do Is to get hold
of those deeds and papers she has in
“1 wonder
you didn't think to get them before.

hatred. but she made no answer. SBhe
watched him fuss with the locks of the
hand satchel which she had Indicated
as the one In which Ruth carried her
valoabless. When It opened and WI-.
Angers
downward Into it Mrs. Darnell leaned

attention to her, but continued his
last he straightened up with an oath

This question seemed to hreak Wil
kerson's almost steely intensity of pur

him the picture of the truck turning
slowly over in the guich, of the huge
billow of smoke, of the little lances of
| fire that charged through the dry un-
|| dergrowth as If to preserve to the
flames thelr prey. Was it for. this that
The curtaln blew
Inward before some vagrant wind from
the bay. and Wilkerdon drew bnck In

“What is it. Harry 7" demanded Mrs

“How's that?" demiinded the young
bis plan, ticking off the points on the |

“You can easily gain her coufidence
aud get hold of theé pupers, and map-

as a banker und then proceed to renew
my client’s acquaintance in 8 Chinese |
Joint. How am 1 supposed to know

| :-:t:"- Mrs. I i hand—*1 have uo appetites.” _ she's there? 1 tell yon. Wilkerson. that
1 R “The best | enn do is to find the tax! Wilkerson nodded, 1 guess fﬂl'rr ¥ou can’t travel straight, even when i
. - driver for von." he said slowly, still | Fight. Sing Wah. You even hiven't | pays you. Why In God's name you
8 studying John's ~talwart figure. “He | 20¥ pPride  You talk pidgin English te | ever took that girl to that place of
miay be out ou the stand mow. Let's | the tourists and the rest. inst of | Bing Wab's ix beyrond my comprehen
LE' see.” . l speaking the perfect English you | sion. ‘:&nr place would have been bet-
_ - N (]
£ As they 1 out the detective con. | KnOw ter ow yon have put the heads of

tinned hesitatingly, “Do you know Mrs
Darnell very well 7"
o There was that in the man's ‘tone
' gl that made John pause before answer
: b ing. He glanced at the cool. impas-
- ; ; sive face and caught the glint of the
steady eyes. He took a sudden resoln
tion.

morously.
owed it to Oxford not to Baant
wcation In a =mall tradesman's
don't you know ¥

The Imitation of the Oxonian
ihad been so natural that Wi
bad slapped his thighs i
' Thereafter he took a peculiar
in watching S8ing Wah's assumed
' stupldity and comparing it with

“J believe you're really interested in
e this matter.” Dorr said briefly. “Sup-
Y . pose we talk this over before

* the taxf chauffeur” B et

< . "I was merely curious, that's all It was.to Wk that the

R m i not her daughter,” John

: “Ih'ﬁf““ﬁ H‘t‘lﬂnl‘lﬁlhllmnﬂ
.+ that
("]
a

u Miss Ruth Gaflon. the heir-
1o the ‘Master Key' mine. whom she
is abdueting.” His passion blazed
forth in spite of his seif restraint. “J
must find her and save her.” :

“Might I ask what relation you are

LN A ‘
el fo! e

you wili ¥lke.” he went on.
with me.”

The dull eyes |it for a moment huo
“1 have always felt that |

bhe knew to be the real person he
nese had explained his reason for
bow brisk the police might be. ~And
I bave thought out a scheme which

Tt was then that he showed w

all of us In » noose. You knmow what
people will say when" —
“They'll say nothing,” said Wilker
son furiously, and he proceeded once
more to argue that Drake could easily
continue to Impersonate Everett and
in that guise carry their scheme to its
profitable tonclusion, In .spite of his
eagerness and sophistry he was unable
to move either Drake or Mrs. Darneill
from their attitude of frightened con-
tempt. At last Drake agreed to do his
_best to make Ruth trust him. -
“But | don’t like this impersonation
business,” be said firmly. “I might go
to a hotel and hand In my broker's
card and nsk for an lnterview, bot 1
haven't lost my senses ™

*Well,” growled Wilkerson, “just see
1o it that you worm out of her where
those paDers are.”™

ed.
Ilu_p.

" s x ¥
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|
|
| seen

Chinese,

has be lked it

tely.

Elnd to see Drake.
on |

him short.

| “He I» mad over thit woman

- dove all | can. Yoo must get ber out
of mark..a man with a replete | Jean. | of here.”
L with adventure and. not }o seldom The woman's eves Nt with dull

| od, and we'll all be Ih & muss ™
Bing Wah

B9 | turned to Drake.

At

Bo hitat s i Mk b sl i |, e Aty g s "-'-'f:ur III"-II;II Itilhluﬂdq-l.'!-hrdﬂ"
Store night after night. | blinking | Drake shrank back. “The police.” He hotioned Drake to | Toc T #04 :rtr-hh “tw one r:.r
through the wooden screen l} the va: |- “The deeds aren't here,” Wilkerson a chair in the, little dicove, where they | -.”.""m'“” b M"-qu .: belp
or barter. And year after year they | “But where?" : ' whl X t* e agninst the dark powers that had sefs
came to his door, the plnl-ilnd t

back the panel nnd vanished.

“l have come to take you back te
friends.”

ing soothingly. At #ight of Sing Rath
Gallon suddenly sat upright In silent
borror.

“1 beg your pardon, miss.,” Ning sald
In his silklest English. *“1 have come
to take you back to your friends out-
side.” ‘

The girl shrank back. *No, no. no!”
she moaned. “They are not' my
friends.” |

“Sorely Huwrry Wilkerson™- Sing
sugpested craftily. to see how the land
lay. !
- kerson!™ she whispered “Is be
—~was he here? _

Her toue conveyed all that he wished
to know. He motioned to the woman
to leave and when she was gone palled

fromised attempt to win Ruth's confl-
dence. Sing Wab was nowhere to be

After some futile plri:r with the
whose ignorance was com

plete in every detail, the two officers
agreed that they were wasting time.

Sow, Bing Wah bad poodered the
affair during the night. and the more
be thought over having a lovely white
girl In the cylindrical room the less
It was deadly dangerous
Courts might be lenlent with the smug
| Eler and the go-between' Siug Wah
 knew that If evem a suspicion got
| abroad that a young white woman was
| lmprisoned In his quarters a mvening
| mob would tear bis place stick from
stone and bang him without trial. He
wat determined to get the girl nway

Bo e waus unfeignedly

! Drake attempted to explaln what
| Wilkerson wanted, but the Chinese cut

“Harry s insane™ be sald quietly.
| have

“But bow ¥ demapded Drake. “She |
| doean't know me very well. and she'll
scream ber head off, and 1'l] be arrest-

nodded thoughtrully.
Then be looked up dnd lstened to the

low words of one of his clerks. [Dis-
missing bim with 4 single grunt, ‘be

“There's not much time.” be said
softly, “They are on the trall a)

pulled a lever. and the room -II"I-
around till the door was opposite him.
With long. slender fungers he slipped

Ruth lay on a couch, open eved nnd

“You must come,” said Bing Wah.

under low arches till she felt & sudden
cool, salt breath on her face. Al ber
feet she saw the glimmer of water nnd
A bout riding to a loag puluter. Qub-k-
Iy and sliently Bing Wab drew the Ht-
tie craft alongside and motivued to ber
o get In.

By this time the rumult bhad died
down to a were wotteriug of shots
wWith an occusivoal yell, mufed hy
wills und the distance. She starsd
fearfully about ber, at the great arches
of dripplug brick overbead, at the little
landing ander foot, at the dark vista
of the tunnel through which the water

ed upon ber,

With swift strength Bing Wah reach-
ed out his sinewy arms, faised her up
and seated berin the stern of the boat.
A mument later be bad cast off the

white faced. Beside ber a richly dress-

painter and shipped the oars. The boat

#d Chinese woman crouched, whisper

slipped =ilently away on the current
inte the murk.

After some talk between the officers

i ™

be a reason.
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Telephone 908

John Dorr was informed that if be |
Hked they wonld enter Sing “'.'“"i
nid make a thorough search. |

“Nof that 1 think we'll ind soything |
or snybody.” sald one of the polive-

men. “but it néver does any barm to

an=wered bitterly,

*That puts another color on the mat-
ter. Wilkerum and Sing Wah osed to |
be pain
| Come on. men.”

| inponed hix men wo that every known |
| exit war guanded Then be motioned |
to John to follow bim and went boldly |
ap ta the «hop door apd eutered. |

tnke 0 kwk-wee threugh Sing Wah's
and the lewtenant i< coming down
HOw te tnke charge.”

A moment mter that oficer arrived,
nnd John Dorr made bis tule as con-
vincdhg ax possible. The lieutenant
seemed dublons, 3

“It I=n‘t ke the old rasenl ﬁ rin |
hie head duto danger that way,” be 1ll-'i
sistegd. 1 think you are ou the wrong |
trall.  Whe did you say wax the man |
whe did all thi=Y '
"*Wiikerson - Harry Wilkerson.” Jobn

“WikeranY” repented the lieutenant.

Thi<ll bear jooking Iute. |

With wonderful quickness the oficer |

Followed agnin a futlle jmriey witll§

|- Carpester and Builder

J. P. STEFFEN

Fresh Butter, Eggs
and Poultry

331 McDaniels Avenue

HIGHLAND PARK ILL .

Shoe Polishes

your |
| he smasbed In the dour in the partl- |

| cord. which let dowp a light rope |
ladder.

L b F

Ll e P, N o TR R
- i

on
yond. Jobm Derr was close at dis
heeis,

The pext few moments were te Ilnl'
long In John's memory an the =trang. |
est of his Hife.

“Be carefal™
“The rmacals may start shooting.”

Even as he spoke there was a roddy
Bash down the dark alleyway, and
Dorr staggered lmck

“Only my arm.” e muttered.

“Come on® Dont give ‘em
thance ar us here! Rush ‘em™ |

An instant later they sto-d in the |
eylindrical room. John »
him. but the Meutenant merv's remark-
ed. “This room was bullt merel
tourists’ consumption. [et me see that |
| arm of yours!™ 5

a4 Chinese who professed to know po |
mngusge but hin own |
ant's quick ear enugbt a soapnd of |
“womething moving directly bebind the |
impmmive clerk. Brushing nim aside, |

The Heaten |

{

and strode loto the ballway be- |

warned rthe officer.

ln-nthllrl
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Continued on Page 9
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