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It Wis Not For Ransom. but |
l’r a Benefit to the

By MARTHA V. MONROE
LA s g g g N S

Rudolf Kenyon at sixteen ‘graduat-
ed from the high school of the town in
which be lived. He wua a bright boy
and would have been glad to Eu to
college, but his mother had dooe ali
she could for him, and It was time he
began to do for her. Coonsequently be
must go to work. :

The graduating exercises were over,
the pupils had been hinded their di- |
plomas, and Rudolf started for his |
bome to tell his mother all about It

| bow that | am pearly a man | must

.-ﬂl

-4 uod hli L Bot Loty
!ll'll. hl"im develprinenls,
Ou_leaving the welepaate  udof
found his enor-ost walting for
In the dining rooun aod the 1w <t
dewn to suh a imwheou ue the 1ol
bad never tasted befure. Whie they
were eating the gentieman taiked st
Dot about what Rudall wistnd v ear-
80 explanation »f thin sirsige cupdiv.
ity. He sl MOdr whai e proposed
to do pow thwt he had lefl whoul, apd
when Rudolf told him that be was 2.

ing to budt for a positivn in bust s

the other shook his head.

“"Yuu will gever succeed lo hu-l“
he said,

“"Why do you say that™

“By the shape of your bead and lhr
expression of your fuce | Judge thai
Jou were born for sn Wntellectun! en
reer How would you llke tv gv o
cullege ™

"Ob, | should Hke that ahove all
things. Rot | can't. Mother has dune
everything for me up to this time, and

begin the work of taking cure of her.”

Leaving the main thoroughfare, he|
entered the quiet street In which be

i lived, haviag still balf a dozen btu-ct:!
. made which I shall propose to you

to go to reach his home, when an auto- |

man alighted, took him by the arm
and forced him into the car. Rudelf |
was physically no mateh for the ln-nF
and offered, little resistance. Once in |
the car he was powerless to call as- |
sistance, for it was a closed vehicle,
and his captor at once drew downp the |

!

That he was kidnaped to be held l'ur
ransom did oot occur to the boy fur
several reasons. I[n the frst place, the |
man who bad tnken him was a miid
mannered person, with no resemblance |

to the class of common kidnapers. In |

thl second place, kidoapiug was as-
sociated in Rudolfs miod with little

' Children, too young to serve as efec- |

tive witnesses agalnst their captors.
Thirdly. the man told bim in a reas |

M1 soring voice that he would be at no

witheyt | d1SComfort whatever.
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F-undmhuthlntln; Then be asked |
| another:
i

| father while living acted In a repre

| aim. The impression that | bave re- | should be put In

As they druﬂ|
along he asked Rudolf a I‘e- questions, |

“Do you remember your father?

“No; he died when | was a little
child.”

“Has your mother ever spoken to
you of him?™

“l don't remember that she has.™

“And you have mever had the curi-
osity to ask about him?¥

“Indeed. I have, but have not done
s0 because to mention him always
;:I'rel my mether pain.”

The man paused in his questions and

“Have you ever gathered from your
mother or any one else that your |

hensible manner™ |
“No one has ever talked to me about |

| celmed from my muther s That she
mourned him as any widow would
mourn her husbapd.™ \ !
This seemed to produce a :Irtﬂelli

effect on the man sitting beside Rudolf |

Agrin there was & pause, at the end of |
which came nnotbher question
“Then you have never beard yoor

' mother say that your father was lutﬂ condemn him. That | leave for
| your mother to do

' bhad man?™"
“Certainly not.™ :
The man seemed to be profoandly |

moved. He attempted to tike the boy's |

]
¥

' his enptor did not renew the attempt.

out and beckoned Rudolf td follow him

sald to the boy.

hand in his, but Rudolf drew away. and |

They were some time in the ear, at the
end of which they turped into the
gronnds of s hand<ome  bhouse. and
the car drew up under a porte-cochere
at the end of the porch. The man got

“Come iuto the house with me.,” he
*1 have something to |

tell you. [f after you have had plenty

. continued :

| mobile that was being driven in the | Wil Y0U g0 10 college ™

! direction he was walking stopped at|
the curb a few yards abead of bim, l‘

| ll;-'ll was oo his tongue apd upplied
| himself 0 a dellicaecy which the butler

| about twenty years ago. He was the

| born his fatber In England sent for

| If your father would remaln in Fuk

The host seemed 1o wince at this and
remained quiet for = tme. Thenu be
b

“If certain arrangements can

This quite topk Rudolf's bLreath
away. For one year during which his
mother was (Il she bad bLeen obliged
to put bim ip 8 stofe as errund boy
This bad given the bpatural distaste
there was In him for business an op-
portunity to crop out. The bare idea
of guing to college Olled bim with de-
Hght

“"Where will the money come from Y
he nsked.

1 will furnish that"

Rtudolf, though intent upon knowing
more, thrust back the next question

served him.

When the luncheon was Oulshed hix
" host led him to the library. pointed to
i easy chalr., then, seating himsell in
another, sald:

“Budolf, your father is not dead: he
is very much alive.™

The boy started, then sat looking at
the speaker, walting hungrily for more

“He came to America from Englagd

son of a nobleman, and o that country
they have what they call a law of
entall, which setties the family estats
on the oldest son. Your father wan
the second son. He came to America.
met your meother, who was theo
beautiful girl, fell In love with her
and married ber. After you were

bim to come back—without bis wife-
and a propoesition would be made to
bhim. He acvepted the lnvitation. Hix

father told bim that his older brother _

had received an Injury while huntiog
from which be would never recover

innd. divorce his Amerfcan wife apa
marry among his peers o England he
‘-'f lh tte

and estates” Your fath®¥F alter mued
persuasion wrote your mother of this
proposition. 8be consented to it und
ohtained a divbree on the ground of
desertion Your father married aznin
nnd hizs wife died childless a yénr ago.
“These are the bare fucts | shall
neither try to excuse your father nor

| will say. bow.
ever. that he condemns himself bt
terly.”

“Where s my father oow? asked
Rudolf, wondering.

“Here; | am your father™

There was a pause, after which the
boy asked wihy be had been kidunpwd

“1 cumte to America to make amends
for what | bave dome. Your mother
can best be made to forgive me through
the one she loves best—bher son | de
sired to tell you the story lo my vwp
way and send my supplicstions for
forgivencss to ber through you You

| [ l"'.
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EACH HIDE l MISTAKE.

it Was, In Fact, a Case of *Turn About
: | Is Fair Play™
Bam Shownlter was baving a sale of
his surplus stock." To start the sale be
led out & miik cow, one of the best of

good milker—and then looked appra
ingly, st Shownlter.

“Well. Bam.™ he sald, “turn sbout I»
fair play You made a mistnke yester
day: I'll make ove today hnd just keep
the ruqr "= Youth's Companion
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of time tu consider what | shall say to |
you you wish to §° home you will be |
sent there.”
~ This not only eaused Rudolf to feel
easy, but by this time his curiosity
was excited to learn something about
this man who had asked him questicns
about bis father and had kidnaped
bim on the very day be had been
|| eraduated from - the high school. On
entéring the house a mald appeared.
and the man told her to show the boy
to a room and he was to come down to
luncheoun in half an hour. The maid did
as required. speaking kindly to bher
charge and showing him every atten-
tion The time did not seem long be-
fore she informed him that luncheon
was ready. On going down stairs be
found his captor in the library. Rudolf, |
so far as be bad noticed the man's ap
pearance., had done so regarding him
As an epemy. Now that this feeling
bad worn off he was surprised to see
a gentiemsn who gave evidence of re
finement. He lod the boy into the
dining reom, luxuriousiy furnished. and
a butler stood ready to serve the lunch
eon.

“] shall not eat anything.” sald Ro
dolf, *till 1 huhdnwum
send my mother a message.”

“That rull may do. Has your mother

'Hu.hutuuru:tdmra#hwm
{ ome, and we are permitted to use It.”
“Show bhim the ta-leplulu booth.*

said the host to the butler.
R-Mmmth-bmth.ﬂn-dhr
tp mother and found ber much
worried at his fallure to return to her
after the school exercises. He gave ber
‘A brief account of what had happened.
tllndtnl ber an excellent listener, but
whmhutu!h:rl’nrhhrhﬂlltu,
'. who his captor might be and whar |
| were his intentions he found her um
m i:r wars | eommuanieative. As soon as be told her
gfﬁ L e rdhwpmhdmumrum

l'.'..'l-hm- i

nre free to go back to her this after
noon and axk ber If she will recelve a
visit from me.”

Rudo!f sprang to his feet. | will gu
now; | am sure she will do as | wish.
and | wish that she shall forgive
. you"

The car was ordered, and the twn
went hand in band to the porte-cochere
There Rudolf threw his arms about
bis father's neck, kissed him and was
carried awny,

When Rodolf reached home his moth
ef asked him to give ber a couple of

lﬂm:h—u

lmdumh
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YOUR VELOURS for the com-
mg Fall, the hat of quahty We
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enjoyment in the luxury

er his father's departure the car pulled
up under the porte-cochere. Rudolfl
rap out eagerly. His father alighted.
then - heaven be - praised—banded out
bis mother, Hn‘ulf mn to ber, and
she eanght him in her arms.

What further explanation the boy re
ceived was given hy his mother. The
palr had fost been married a second
time and were to llve together. The
hushand and father was now Earl of
Edgerton. and the son was beir to the
title and estates,
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