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less figures suspended trom lamp
posts: A few years ago we only
had enough criminala to furnish
excitement forthe business dis-

A fewruight'after I moved to
31 trict, but pow the competition in

Oak Park I was awakened in the

middle of the night by a scuffle
between Mrs. Neil and abig burly
~ burglar who had climbed up over
the back porch and tried to hide
behind the bath-room,

When the burglar saw me com-
~ ing he flew down the back stairs,
burst open the back doorand ran

away

‘Since then I have visited many
burglars in pgsnn and many of

their families at their homes.

I believe ane of the greatest
reasoris why Ok’ Park, and other
Chicago suburbs are visited by so
many burglars iand hold-up men 1is
the way minor offenders against
the law ar tr#ated in* the Courts
of Chicag - A% il

A large 'part of the crimes com-
mitted in the City of Chicago are
caused by the desire of the law
breaker to get even with the law
for something that he considers
was notjust to himalthough legal.

For instance a man is arrested
for being drunk, he is tound guilty
and fined for a ''Breach’ of the
Peace.’”’ Having just spent all
his money for dnink, he is unable
 to pay the fine, so he is put in the
“*Black Maria’* and hauled across
our city to the Bridewell, . strip-
ped of citizens clothing. put in
prison garb, and for sixty davs he
is well taken care ot physically,

he bathes regularly, . eits whole-|

some food, sleeps on a clean bed,
and is physically well treated at
the tax-payers expense,

But how do we treat him mor-
ally, we put him in company with
confirmed and vicious criminals
who teach him the ways of burg-
lars add holdup men. We put him
in the .same cell with men who
years ago were introduced into
this same school of crime by this
method. MHere for sixty days he
is given lessons in thc art of get-
ting even with the law,

The official report of our Bride-
well states that 7,555 men and
women were convicted and sent
to this iastitution in that ycar 1909
for a "‘Breach of the Peace”’

When he has served his time

and is released, then comes the |

battle to get' even with the law for
" the injustice the law has inflicted
on him and on his wife and child-
ren. 3

The City of Chicago spends sev-
en million dollars a year for police
~ protection and the citizens spead
seven million more each year for
burglar alarms, bolts for doors
_ burglar proof vaults and private

watchmen, One tenth of this
money spent to help these men
would do more good-

The world is now witnessing a
new and startling proof of the
vastness of Chicago. It has grown

to such an extent that we now
 have '‘Border ruffianism’’ and vigi
lence committeess armed with re-
peating rifles, patroling our sub-
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‘telligence and common

crime has become such that after
enjoying the pleasures of the eve-
ningin the down town resorts,
many crooks must take the late
trains for the outlaying distrcts in
order to avoid congesting the busi-
ness andresidence neighborhoods.

[t appears to be practically im-
possible to furnish police protect-
ion sufficient to prevent marauders
from breaking into ous homes.
There are now in Chicgo 4000 reg-
ular and 12000 special poliee offi-
cers and unless the constant in-
crease in the criminals can be
stopped,” there will be necessary
soon an army of thirty to forty
thousand policemen. ;

It is now about time for the As-
sociation of Commerce and every
busimess interest to join with
Judge McKenzie Cleland and the
National Probating League in a
serious movement to stop our ab-
surd methods of manufacturing
criminals.

SIDE LIGHTS ON CITY
LIFE.

By JupGE M;:KEHQECLELAHD
oF THE MunicipAaL COURT
CHICAGO,

Until - within the last few years
the State of Delaware required all
ex-convicts to wear a large letter
**C''" in such a position as to be
plainly visible. The purpose of
this was to acquaint the public
with the fact that the wearer had
been ‘‘reformed’’ but that the
State was not prepared to vouch
for either the thoroughness or
permanency of his reformation,

In Illinois we have somewhat
different but none the less certain
method of identifying ex-convicts,
namely; by waking up in the night
and finding them in our homes or
by meeting them ‘‘face to face’
under a-vioduct at alate hour of
the night.

If anyone will take the trouble

|to- investigate the facts he can

easily ascertain for himself thaf
the great majority of serious crimes

| are committed by those who have

been throughour penal institutions
and been "‘reformed at public ex-
pense. _

It makes little difference wheth-
er they serve out their full ‘term
or are released on parole, the ef-
fect seems to be the same. Abour
forty per cent of all men who pass
through our Bureau of Identifica-
tion have "‘records’’ and this does
not mean that sixty per cent are
first offenders.

Criminals are nomads and it
would be of course an impassibili-
ty to identify them all. but in the
large majority of the cases, the
men, who by the use of a little in-
sense
might have been saved, have been
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ing an honest living, Much is said
these days about prison reform
and a greatworld’s conference on
this subject has just closed at
Washington, but the worst thing
about a prison never can be re-
formed. namely: the prison itself.
If jails were palaces, they would
be prisons still, and mén would
come out of them disgraced and
destroyed.

The Creator never intended a
nbrmal man to live in a jail and as
Fish in the Mammcth Cave have
lost their eyesignt, so a normal
man in jail.will become abnormal.

When we treat this subject with
the same intelligence that we do

others, we will make - the jail not{time and t(-;t;mnr eternal harm?

the first resort in the treatment of
a delinquent as we now do but
the last resort and then when all
other means for his reformafion
have failed, we will confine him
for life just as we do an. insane
person who cannot be safely trust-

ed with his liberty.

THE SCHOOL

DIRECTOR.

The school _dir;tctnr isa big
man—or at least he should be

|t’0r he has a big job to look after.

He holds a position that for re-
spousibility in relation to the fut-
ure of agriculture and the nation
is second to none. Too strong?
Not a bit. Let's see,

The prospérity of the country

depends upon the prosperity of

the farmers. That is recognized by
everybody so we need not prove
it. The moral standing of the na-
tion depends largely wupon the
rural communities.

The farmers then must be well
cultured in the higher things of
life and must know their busness
thorouglly. This throws the sub-
ject back te the rural schools
where the intellectual and moral
toneis given., If these schools do
not teach a sturdy moral charac-
ter they fail. If these schools do
not teach theboys and girls the
things that farmers must know in
their business they fail to keep
pacé with city development and
the bovs and girls leave the coun-

try for the city.

The men responsible for the
country schools are the directors.
The country superintendent can't
build up better schools against
the stubborn opposition of local
school directors. The teacher
can’t improve the school if the
directors are not in sympathy with
her efforts. So there you are,
right back to the origmnal State-
ment that the director holds the
most responsible position in the
whole country.

Does the weight of
ty seem to bear very heav
the school directors in-
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. Does HFredity,

ask suppor;upon live questions
that pertaia to country l:ctnuh
and the vdters should support
or defeat hiln on those questions
alone.

Petty lm#t.ica has eaten the
life out of the rural schools.
That’s wha | ails them. Instead of
choosing ccunty superintendents

for their aljlity as school men, or

directors 1br their fittness for
the positich these places have
been made the political pie coun-
ter by shrewd politicians higher
up. Can’t ybu see that it isa part
of the polijical game that you
country filks are playing—for
the good of the big politican every

More attpntion is paid to the
election of a school treasurer
than to the plection of school di-
rector. Whi? Because the treas-
urer has finds at his disposal.
He is backdkdl by some bank that
controls a (ertain ring that wags
a certain pblitical party. Purely
selfish inte fest in an insignificant
official, ove fshadows the interest
taken in th¢ choice of a really im-
portant offi *ial—that of school di-
rector.

MODERN USES OF
WIND.

The a\re':ﬁ;a.ge brain is purely
ummentai

We call it} ornamental because
it isn't useful and jt must be
something. | Though howa detri-
ment can an ornament, none
but a blind |

The humpjn brain is a detri-
ment, a nuik: ‘
until it becpmes self-regulating.
For it mak$:
animal we have been, less than
the angel e might be, poorer
and sicker \nd weaker than the

ordinanary human we now are.
Abmm{unuaed changes toa

curse. Br.ins unused impede
their owne ; brains misused lead
him utm;{ '
Who rurs your brain?

or Environ-
ment, or Pablic Opnion, or Fami-
ly Custom, |or Bigotry, or Lazi-
ness, or. /nxjety, or Folly,

the Pay Eivelope? Then youare|®

more nrlaf of a mental parally-
tic. For every influence on your
brain, outside of you, cripples
that brain.

Runt_w:l!u:l own brain and you
are bound ‘;a be great. Genuius
isonly a nind in command of
itself. |

| BEFORE C0-OPE
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We have been urging t e fi
tion of co~operative socie es
we are prepared to give a sed
articles from the pens of
who have had marked sucos
this direction. These artich
tell the difficulties to over
how to organize and how
ceed after organization,
can give to those who de
proof copy of constitution
laws of one of the successful so¢
ties. _

Before real co-operation issg
cessful there must be a better 8
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|ing of fellowship between

people of the community intes
ing to co-operate. The ; ;
growers and truck gardeners haw -
been moderately successful inthei
cooperation because this clas
producers live on small &
form a thickly populated distok
and hence are more willing
|unite with each other beeas
they are better acquainted.
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other. They live unto ti

Farmers living on large
become very independent of each™

so much that they can’t or %

pull together. To co-opef
some one must be manager—%
if you please, and all the rest f
be submissive to the manaf
This goes against the grain @
these independent farmers
have been their own boss so
years, il
It does't take long to create
jealosy that ruptures the soci
Hence we say that there is sof
thing pecessary before co-opers
tion is an assured success—an
that something is a better SocW
understanding and {nend
Every business man and his fam¥
must learn to trust the motives &
his neighbors. Every one mis
have confidence in his feliowimas
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and must overlook the insi o Fl.';t"
cant faults and try to bring OULS

the best in man. =~ A communiy
of interests must exist DEIOR
co-operation can succeed. 1
community of interests 15
cret _
lsn’t the farmer shrewd epough to#
that he must do as they do.if he WORS
MWM- N
the farmers’ club. The far
become & veritable “big stk %
mm‘m m &r,-._;-:‘
tors, railroads, commission o
even in their buying of supplies.
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