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THE WONDERFUL

Pitcher Christy Mathewson has had
an interesting career. Some years ago
Cincinnatl reached out Ilanguidly,
gathered him in, delayed a try-out and
finally traded him to New~York for a
second-hand belt, or some of that
sort. The rangey novice was sent into
two games in the fall of 1900 and
came out plastered with defeat each
time. He managed to hold over, how-
ever, and in the spring of 1901 handed
the annual opener to Yale by a slump
in the ninth inning. Then the curtain
rose on the regular league season
and, without warning, a great trans-
formation scene was sprung upon the
public. The crude proposition heeled
the slab and walloped the big clubs,
one after the other. The heaviest
sluggers were llke Infants in his
hands. He had the speed of a Rusle,
the control of a Young, the endurance
of a Nichols and curves that were be-
yond any other pitcher. His decisive
victories, his perfect style and the ro-
mance of his career fastened the at-
tention of the entire sporting world
on New York's representative in the
old National league,

That anclent body was facing, per-

' haps, what threatened to be the

gloomfest season in its history, but
the exploits of the handsome college

. boy lightened the sky for the time be-

ing and put an end to all worry con-

cerning the loyalty of the “fans” of

the metroplis. ’
It will be recalled that New York

‘finfshed in seventh place in 1901, after

a grand start. The following season
was stlll more dismal, the luckless
Glants bringing up in the extreme
rear without a struggle. Mathewson
held up his end, but internal affalrs
were 8o rotten that real endeavor
found no reward. With things at their
worst McGraw and Brush came to the
rescue, The alr was disinfected; the
dead wood replaced with sound tim-
ber. In 1903 the New Yorks jumped
seven notches into second place and
Mathewson began his climb to the
highest pinnacle of pitching fame. He
had, to begin with, that serenity of
temperament which is so often cater-
cousin to the trained mind.

It occurred to him early that he
was not making the most of his {im-

WOULD PAY $25,000 FOR
TWO OF THE CUB PLAYERS

President Ebbetts of Brookiyn Offers|

Small Fortune for Shortstop
and Center Fieider.

o ——

President Ebbetts of the Brooklyn
club says he would like to buy two
stars. from the world’s champion Chi-
cago Cubs and would gladly pay $25,
000 for them or, if necessary, would
give President Murphy a blank check
and permit him to name his own fig:
ures. The Brookiyn magnate declined
to come dut flatly and name the two
Cubs- he wants, but did say that a
shortstop and a center flelder were the
positions on his team which he wished
most to fill. This would mean Joe
Tinker and Artie Hofman.

“Gilve me a pitcher, a catcher, a
shortstop and a center flelder, all of
stellar caliber, and I will quickly build
up & championship ball club,” sald
Mr. ‘Ebbetts the other day. “Those|
four positions are, in my opinion, the
pivotal ones of a ball club. All the
others may be considered of secondary

fmportance. I have now on the Brook-|
~ Iym team half of the requisites. Con-
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CAREER OF
PITCHER CHRISTY MATHEWSON

SNl | Pitcher Chappelle, who was
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mense resources. He gave an ear to
the astute McGraw and the wily Me-
Gionity. He learned ome thing and
invented something else. The value
of restraint, as our actor {friends
would say, was duly recognized and
his repertoire was enriched to that ex-
tent. During the campaign of 1904
McQGinnity was the nominal leader,
but none knew better than the “Iron
Man" himself that a far greater force
than he was gradually and surely lift-
ing the New York eclub to the proud-
est statlon in the domain of profes-
sional sport. So much has been writ-
ten about the world's series of 1905
that further reference simply amounts
to a waste of ink. Every one con-
cedes, therefore, that Mathewson, In
that desperate clash. hung up & mark
for the pitchers of the future to shy
at. . Indeed, so unigue was his tri-
umph that the grizzled spokesman of
the opposition was stirred into uncork:
ing the most flattering and compre-
hensive tribute ever pald by a writer
to a player. g£trange to say, the two
seasons that followed revealed the
tremendous scene of Mathewson's
powers. It was a term of convales-
cence for him. Thin,drawn, fleshless,

leads from ant -toxin to normal health.
And yet, so profound was his knowl-
edge of the sclence of pitching, so ac
curate his enfeebled arm that he
managed to lead the Glants' twirling
staff, as usuval and stand well up In
the general list, each year.

_ Last year fcund Mathewson once
more sound and ready. [t was one
of the best ycars of his amaszing ca-
reer; in fact, it was the very best, al-
lowing that hv was not backed by .a
standard team. Credit him with that
fairly-earned win over the great Cubs,
later declared a tie, and he again
topped the piwchers of America. He
averaged less than a single base on
balls per game. His total of strike-
outs far exce led that of any other
pitcher in either league. And it may
be added that somé of his most bril-
liant performances are recorded In
the lost column, chiefly because the
long arm of f; te guided a number of
his oponents’ puny splashes into safe’

territory at critical moments.

W
ar short and put in a center fielder
who can roam about in the suburbs
and help out the other two flelders,
and the Brooklym club would quickly
become a contender in the league pen-
nant race.

3 |
‘We are trying to bulld up a good

team here, but it {8 the hardest kind
of a proposition. To get gems out of
thaminqnllnmtalmpoulhiu,mdh
always a lottery at best. Clubs having

star men will not let them go to the}

weaker clubs, for they know their own
teams would thereby be weakened.
But, if we could fill those two posi-
tions, no price would be too great to
ask us and we would gladly pay for
the chance to get such men.”

he was covering the tedfous route that |

D

zotte and suspended Dick N :
Boston ls planning a field day for
major and minor league ball players
| Kansas City has released Hugo
Mill, at one time a Cleveland player
to HTBHI&. :
y Demmitt is doing some hitting
for the Highlanders since he took
Keeler's place in right field
President John 1. Taylor has cloged
terms with Pitcher Ray W. Collins
a University of Vermont pltchar,'.m:'
he will join the Boston team gogn.
| Kid Gleason has succeeded Eugene
McCann as manager of the Jersey

time in 1907.

‘The -archaic Jake Beckley s bat-
ting .390 in the American association
and is a better first baseman now
than ‘some to be found In the big
leagues, -

Hicks of Harvard is hiding &
under a bushel on a ﬂﬂﬂﬂl‘:fllhl:. ";“:ut
no-hit games in one season ig likely
to make him a target for the eyeg of
professional managers.

Aside from their batting ability
Wagner and Cobb surpass a)) MI:
rivalg in stolen bases. Wagner has 18§
to his credit in 40 games, while Cobb
bhas purloined 24 in 29 battles.
chased from the Boston Nltiunlhp:::
days ago by the Reds, was sold to the
Rochester Eastern leaguers. ' Chap-
pelle is the man Joe Kelley had such
trouble in landing while he was in the
Southern league last year. .

Queer Baseball Pilay,
One of the gueerest baseball hap-
penings of the season took place In a
recent Baltimore-Newark game,
Hearne, playing first, was credited
with an error in the ninth, when he
caught the ball. This is the story:
Mevers slammed one into the infield
and was off with the speed of a grey-
hound. The throw was perfect, but
at the very Iinstant that Meyers
touched the bag the ball bounced out

back again. Umpire Kelly was right
in his decision, and not a murmur of
protest was heard.

VETERAN CLEVELAND PITCHER

o s,

City club of the Eastern league. Glea- | |
son was with Jersey City for a short
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THE FIRST SACKER'S JOB

of Hearne's mitt and then dropped |
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er, is one of the best.
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Addie Joss, the Cleveland twirler, is
rated as one of the stars of the Amer:
ican league. He has pitched winning
ball for his team for a number of sea

his name near the top of the list of
leading twirlers.

8t. Paul Allows Sunday Balil.
President Lennon of the St. Paul
team of the American Association has

}

1A

Bexzdek to Manage Ball Team.

Encouraged by the success of Man-
ager Vandergrift, the fdrmer Univer-
sity of Illinots athlete, who has placed |
Helena at the top of the Arkansas
Jeague pennant race, Fort Smith has
engaged Hugo Bezdek, former Unlver | catcher is to a

ity of Chicago football star, to maun-{ ©dge -of ba
.y his pitcher, his

defensive play

age its tail-end team.
BALL PLAYERS TALK OF
HOLDING OWN MEETINGS

Plan to Get Thelr Side of Disputed
Questions Before Magnates Still
Being Quietly Discussed.

Many ball players in the American
and National leagues are talking in a
qulet way of an organization among
themselves along new lines. It is not
proposed to .oppose the club owners
in any way, but to attempt to get the
players’ side of all disputed questions
before the public by holding annual

| meetings, just as the magnates do,

and perhaps at the same place and
Ball players declare—and present
many arguments to back up thelr
claim—that salaries, Instead of being
reduced, should be increased, Inas-
much as the average career of a
major league ball player is short, and
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