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cell, ‘introduce a Shakespearite and a

Baconian, and let them cipher and as- is that it takes no account
sume. The mouse is missing; the ques- human genius.
tion to be decided is, where is it? Youland ho Bacon would ever look into of China sre today Do better than

can guess both verdicts beforehand. One use or lion. |
a contracted cell for mo barren wastes. The raountain sides| —— = . .o gs of the pugilistic

verdict will say the kitten contains the
mouse: the other will as certainly say the
mouse is in the tomcat,
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WHAT IS AN
INDEPENDENT PAPER?

There seems to-be some mistake
as to what should be the attitude
of an independent paper in regard

_to election matters arising out of

Hi il cat knowledge is his.province’; | perience and he only could catch >
' also, take a mouse, Lock the three wp oo English mouse that invadedih“mm meado

S=LET TER % " vattan b, hen open h

The Shakespearite will reason like this:
' He will say the kitten may have been at-

e

Che North Bbore NewoEettr ______——

'thmhﬂm“l,'mm

"But not to make my, talk too long,

France.

of such logic|marked

tory. .
No Shakespeare |’ Large areas in the northern part

“The plays of Shakespeare could | trom base to summit have been swept
not have been caught ina “hole- |as bare of forests as a street pave:

. .t ison cell.” Wood has become S0 SCArce
less, crackless, exitless pri that in large tracts its use is limited

They were caught in the universal | =" 0 or cofine and even for

| : - ;
tending school when nobody was noticings | 0, 14 open alike to all.  To cateh |4y, 0¢ surpose is often borne on human

therefore we are warranted in assuming
that it did so; also, it could have heen
training in a court-clerk's office when no
one was noticing; since that could have

that it did happen; it could have studied
catology in a garret when no one was
noticing—therefore it did; it could have
attended cat assizes on a shed-roof mghts,
for recreation, when no one was noticing,
and harvested a knowledge of cat-forms
and cat lawyer-talk in that way; it could
have done it, therefore without a doubt it
did: it could have gone suldiering with a
war-tribe when no one was noticing, and

the recent Highland Park election. Hearned soldier-wiles and soldier-ways,

Certain people whom. we have
been pleased to regard as friends

‘have criticised us and some have

spoken in contemptuous terms
about the '‘independance’’ of the
News Letter because we stated
our reasons for advocating the
election of Mr. Everett as Mayor.

But, from certain remarks made
by the same persons, we gather

that no such criticism would have

come from that source had we de-
clared for Mr. Dooley.

Now if independent journalism
means that we are never to pro-
pounce an opinion on important
issues, or that we must never name
a preference for any one of two
or more candidates, or that we
must always find out which is the
winning ticket before we endorse
it, —then we are not independent.

But, if to be independent means

and what to do with a mouse when oppor-
tunity offers; the plain inference there-
fore is, that that is what itdid. Since a
these manifold things could have occurred
we have every right to believe they did
occur. These patiently and painstakingly
accumulated vast acquiremer.ts and com-
petences needed but one thing more—
opportunity—to convert themselves into
triumphant action. The opportunity
came, we have the result; beyond slaadow
of question the mouse is in the kitten.”"

““We know what the Baconian's ver-
dict would be: *There is not a rag of evi-
dence that the kitten has had any train-
ing, any education, any experience qual-
ifying it for the present vccasion, or is
indeed equipped for any achievemeént
above lifting such unclaimed milk as
comes its way; but'there is abundant evi-
dence—unassailable proof, in fact—that
the other animal is equiped, to the last
detail, with every qualification necessary
for the event. Without shadow of doubt
the tomcat contains the mouse.’ "’

We are left to assume that Ba-
con is the ‘'Tom'Cat'’ and that

happened, we are justified in muminllspirit and faith of the prophet.

them thtf ccdr:d- not so much backs down rugged slopes and de-
learning and training, as the in-|files by journeys, sometimes of ten

sight and vision of the Seer. the |or twelve days. Faggols for fuel are
: a luxury of the rich, while the poorer

N ~ ’ . | class dig up roots from remote moun-
Blind Tom'' might have been| . .04 rake stubble from the har-

the "K.itttﬁ” _'U'[ Mll’k Twaig's vested fields to use as fuel. Their
parable, —without knowledge or|efforts to eke out a scanty living by
scholarship. He was an idiat, but |cultivating the soil is pitiable.

se which great But there is evidence that the time
he caught the mouse W g < e -“"

| musicians would have given years| ... were covered over with for-

to catch. i -, |ests ana bountitul crops. Certain it
We have had ‘‘Mark Twain's" |is that China, centuri¢gs ago, must
humor which, like Shakespeare’s|have been a powerful and flourishing

works, is often unscholarly; but nation. . L
Dalmatia, the southern province of

HJ“ s the produr:t of AP e Austria, sandwiched in between the

ten not of classic knowledge Or} ;g ia1ic Sea on the west and Croatia
university degrees but of the skill | gognia, Hertzegovinia and Monte-
and power which often “builded | negro on the north and east, was

better than he knew."’ once a fertile and prosperous country,
indeed one of the richest of the Ro-

3 . W. Burcess.
: man provinces, and in the days of
' D!ocletian, who had an immense pal-
Class Tree Planting at the |ace there, it supported a large popu-
wes : 'tﬂl"jf lation. ‘When it fell into the hands
Nﬂﬂh A:J:m:.l Ih ~ lof the Venitian Republic, its moun-
N tain slopes were soon bared of their
ine forests, the soil washed away, the
ADDRESS BY COL. H. P, DAVIDSON.  {gprings and rivers dried up, and large

tracts became a desoiate waste. Then
Gentlemen: A year ago on the 0C- |the climate began to chamge. A
casion of your class tree planting I|fierce wind, called the bora, began to
spoke briefly of the great waste of | blow, so filerce indeed that it is sald
our national forests and the rapid |sometimes to overturn railway trains.
rate at which our entire lumber reé-| The result is that reforestation is
sources were being.exhausted. 1|practically: impossible. And now,
spoke of the great annual increase | where once were rich farms, a recent

able lumber famine that must ovel-|often form mounds of rocks and
take us within the life of the genera- | stones, gather a little soll and pldnt
tion now coming on the stage unless | an alive tree or a grape vine.

in the cost of lumber and the inevit- | traveller says, the miserable peasants

-
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pegun, and to you also we leave the
task of correcting our mistakes.

The News-Letter does mot usually

world, - But an account of one of the
old men published recently is of es-

The writer remembers in his boy-
hood sharing in the feeling ‘which all
boys have for an unconquered fighter.
Jem Mace was then the hero of the
mnmﬂllthueurntﬂnrm
England. “Jem” was born a Eypsey -
and many a time the writer admired -
his wonderful muscular bulld &nd
his absolute fearlessness. Many a
story was told of his defence of the
weak and his gallant defence of
women when needing help.

The following story is given in the
Literary Digest of a week ago:

The old-age pension scheme in
England is bringing out some for-
gotten characters, once rich and fa-
mous. but now glad of a little help
from the public treasury. One of
these is Jem Mace, once worth $3560,-
000, who won $50,000 in one Aght in
America (as he tells it, alL any rate),
who now, at the age of seventy-eight
asks for aid. We read in the London
Chronicle: .

Into the Goswell Road post-offi
yesterday walked a stalwart, broad-
shouldered old man, with white hair
and musetache. He came to sign an
application form for an old age pen-
sion, and gave his name as Jem Mace,
born at Beestan, Norwich, April &,
1831.

The old man with the well-brushed
silk hat was indeed none other than
the famous old pugilist, and former
undefedited champion of the world,
who now within a few weeks of his
seventy-eighth birthday, finde him-
self fallen on hard times,

Despite his years, Mace is as hard
as nails, and as jolly as a sand-boy
and he was delighted to chat with a
Daily Chronicle representative who
sought him out In his lslington

that we are to give a fair place to|Shakespeare is the ‘‘lap bred, radical measures are taken both to| But let me not give you a false im- haunts. He was at his prime in the

_ﬂ]l parties, and vyet to take an hquse-ftd, uneducated, incxpcri+ stay the reckless waste and to re |pression. Forest.or no forest, there sixties, and boasts five hundred fights
active. intelligent, interest in what |enced Kitten’’ and that it is utter- | forest the denuded areas. will always be some soil on sloping | Witk only two defeats. :

to us seems best'fng_ the citizensas ' ly silly to suppose that the latter| Todayl wish to call your atteni'ow | lands, washing to lower levels. But| “Careful living and keeping off the

" a whole, then we are independent. | would get the mouse while the :‘;p‘;:;ﬁ;::f;ﬂ:“:l::::: ::;:i; this r:x :n:: on :t d: muth more ::“‘:::h:f::;: .::;l:. :::

We ask no favnrs ?f any party |former was prcm:-nt. But t.hcrc E: disappearing forests. This is hard'y ;p::. of t::har.:nd. J:T:i:: went through ordeals that wuul;d kin

as such, we give a fair and equal  absolutely nothing new in this | tne occasion, and certainly we have | you some idea of the present rapidity present-day boxers. There's all the
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place to them all, but in discuss-
ing through our editorial columns
the issues of “a campaign, we
should prové ourselves the reverse
of independent if we did not
squarely and openly advocate
what seens best when there 1s an
important issue on.

The Highland Park election is
over, Mr. Dooley has a majority
of votes cast. Now let us stand
up and be counted to give him a
solid support in all things that look
towards good government
progressive citizenship. But do

- not let any one imagine that the

News Letter will be silent when
great ‘issues are at stake. That
would not be independence but
spincl:s’snﬁ:tind we think all good
citizens ‘desire a paper with a

backbonér” "~
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MARK TWAIN’S FLING AT

SHAKESPEARE..

Mr. Clemens, who is better
known as '‘Mark Twain'’, has as-
sumed the role of a wrestler
against Shakespeare. = He has

written a book bearing the title!

‘“Is Shakespeare Dead?’ and
while he answers 'No!’' to the
query, he takes a fling at those

who do not accept the Baconian.

theory of the Shakespeare plays,

- He gives the following very home-

ly or crude parable to show, by
inference, that Shakespeare could
pot have written the plays and
that Bacon was the one man who
could have done so.

Here is the story: —

The Cat, the Kitten and the Mouse.

““We will suppose a case: Take a lap-
bred, house-fed, uneducated, inexperi-
enced kitten; take a rugged old Tom
that's scarred from stem’ to rudder-post
with the memorials of strenuous experi-
ence, and is so cultured, so educated, so
limitlessly erudite that one may say of

very weak and one-sided illustra-
tion. As a contribution to the ex-
ploded Baconian theory it would
never have been quoted by the
press but for the reputation of its
author. :There is an ''unearned
increment’’ attached to the writ-
ings of any person who, for any
reason, has achieved fame, no
' matter how stupid or weak some
of those writings may be.

This Tom-Cat-and-Kitten par-
able assumes that human genius

andlis always, necessarily, -attended

with intellectual training, educa-
tion and experience. It leaves no
room in the world for those bright
luminaries which have shined with
‘unconscious splendor.

Suppose the parable were ap-
plied to Robert Burns and Sir

written the ‘'‘Cotters’ Saturday
night’ because Scott was the great
1intc1lcctual poet of the age, while
Burns was a ' house-fed, unedu-
cated, inexperienced Kitten.

'Only Scott could have written: —
“‘But mousie, thou art no thy lane,
In proving foresight may bhe vain;
The best laid scheme o' mice and men,
Gang alt agley,
A d leave us nought but grief and pain
‘For promis’d joy.""

Mark Twain has written some
deservedly popular works., Some
day it may be claimed thaf the
author of “'Innocents Abroad’
“could not have written the Life of
Joan of Arc.

But suppose some one starts the

‘| theory that Joan was pure fiction.

Mark Twain’s parable of the “‘lap-

o her in a greater degree than to
,any other prominent character in
all history. Robert de Bandri-
court may have been the old Tom

with memorials of strenuous ex-|buried his meadows from two to tion we

e |

bred, house-fed uneducated, In-|meagow lands
experienced Kitten’” would apply |double ruin.

1

not the time to go into a scientific ex- | with which our land is being impov-
slanation how or why certain Im-|erished through this steady ‘washing
portant climatic changes have takem |of the soll into the sea. Mr. W. J.
place as the result of deforestation. | McGee of the United States Bureau

The warmer air is, the mora mois- | of Soils, estimated a year ago, that
ture it will hold in suspensioL.

saturated with moisture. If this airjand one thousand feet deep. Ap-
cools, its power to hold moistuic in | plied like Nile mud, one-quarter inch
suspension decreases faster than its|deep, it would cover all the area ol

it follows that if two volumes of air | Ocean and including Vermont, New
of different temperature, come (0o | York, Hnmlv;ntl and one-third of
gether, each saturated with weistur? | Georgia. You all know what a

suspension all its humidity. The ex-|mouth of our own Mississippi, if I

theory of my student days. It has|into the Gulf of Mexico, about 150
since been modified, but is still large- | miles and is building out about 260
ly true and will in a simple way il-|feet annually. The delta of the Nile

lustraté my point.
Cutting off large areas of timber, | into the sea about 150 miles; this ¢

slopes, removes a great check to the |valley. The deilta of the Ganges and
velocity of winds, especially near the | Brahmaputra covers an area of about

WalterScott. Burnscould not have | surface where is usually most humid- § 50,000 square miles, and in some

ity. It follows then as might follows | places the alluvial deposit has been
day, that instead of the slow steady | found about 500 feet deep, 1Is 1t
drizzling railns of years ago, we are |surprising that we hear every few
bound to have much more violent|years of terrible famines in India.
falls of water.
Secondly—When the forests are |takes its way.” - So sald Bishop Berk-
cleared away, the roots, rootlets and Jeley. But in the lights of our rapidly
all the mass of little root fibers which | wasting and wusted natural resour-
hold the atoms of soll together, dis- |ces, may we not more appropriately
appear. The annual mantle of leaves |exclaim: Westward the besom of de-

Il’rnm the beating and disintegrating | pessimist, but as an educator, I can
force of the rain is no longer fur-|not, | must not lie “supinely on my
pished. You. can readily see then|back hugging the delusive phantom
how the soil is continually traveling jof hope'” while the ax and the fire
down in every little gulf and larger | brand are sweeping away our forests
chanel into the rivulets, thence into |and leaving the figods to wash our
the rivers and on to the ocean or to |fertile bilisides bare of soll, filling
some other large body of water. Norjup the beds of our navagable rivers,

| soil.

is this all, for not infrequently this | working destruction to our internal

flow down hillsides becomes s0 Im-|commerce, and leaving coming gen- | companies to print schedules of their

cetuous that mot only the soil but|erations to suffer the same hardships rates and to keep them posted con
gravel, small stones and even bould- |and calamities as havg long been suf- | Spicuously in their offices. It is ;
ers are carried down to the rich }fered in Eh!ll. Dalmatia and many | Vided that no increase I;l nt-m-
below, causing a|other countries and is already fast|bPecome effective until ten days .::

I recall an instance |appearing to view in our own loved the new umhum.m
where a neighbor in New England |land. The generation to which we |the railroad and warehouse u_"
had a very valuable meadow of rich |belong have done some things to|Sloners. Provision is made for »
He also had some sloping land | make this land of our love a truly immhﬂm““muhr-
But we have made | Pers or other mm“t::;

for pasture, A heavy rain storm not | glerious land.

As- Jour waterways annually sweep into
sume a volume of quite warm air|the sea a body of soll one mile square

temperature decreases. As the result | the states bordering on the Atlantic

the combined volume cannot houl in | delta is and how formed. That at the

| cess must fall as rain. This was the | remember correctly, already extends

is about 200 miles wide and extends

especially on hill sides and mountain | all soil brought down from the Nile

“Westward the course of empire

which gives an additional protection |struction sweeps its course. I am no express business or business of “‘car-

only ruined his hill gide lands but |also our mistakes. To r genera- |80y rate is unreasonable, potice
must bequeath ‘the duty to |be given to the mmlu. .m

old fights with bare knuckles and
glove-contests today, which are mere
uleasure outings.”

Mace is still active and keen.
Within the last fortmnight he has
béen giving exhibitions of bLoxing st
Hull and Coventry, and he hopes to -
have the gloves on wilh pupils
others many !:illﬂ more.

Some big prizes have fallen |
time to the lot of the old man
today is applying for an old-age
gion. In one fight in America
$500,000 and he has known
is to have $356,000 in the
fine old link with days w sport
was cleaner and more uous,
though perhaps more brutal, he iz
new a genial old man who suggests
rather the pulpit than the prize ring
till you feel the steel museclegs of his

rms, or persuade him to “fight his
battles over again.”

waon
at it
k. A

lllinois Upper House Passes Measure

Making Them Subject to Rail Com-

mission.

Spiingfield, I1l., May §.—Senator
Hearns' bill declaring express com-
papies to be common carriers, and as
such subject to the rate regulating
authority of the railyoad and ware-
house commission, was passed today
0y the senate, |

It places all companies, corpora-
tions, and persons engaged in the

riers, by express” under the jurisdic-
tion of the raflroad and warehouse
commission, which is given the same
authority to regulate the rates of
such companies as it has in Lthe case
of rallvoad passenger . and
wrng n freight
Must Post Rate Schedule.
It is made the duty of the express




