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By Lord Delamere|
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A | lons might come T S vl
| tae - | atter dark we ware b ‘with
the tent when there v
-' l n ‘side, and it was evid. I_{f:.::f
' 2 s | said there was a big river-bed further | ve | was pitch dark, and w¢ rushed e
; on in the direction in which the lion | tiom, ! shots in the direction m“j
| . bt was going. It seemed a very Blender | was guite empty, which gccounted for before we discovered t thing | saw
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Foremost among the t huni-

ing anthorities of the English speak-

v ing world ts Lord Delamere. He 1s

credited with being the heaviest kill-

or in the party which bagged the

- record number of African lions some

few years ago. In East Central Af-

rica his prowess is familiar to every

- matwve. Not long ago a locality beset

with lions sent a delegation four

hundred miles to call on Lord Dela-

mere to ask him lo come and wipe

out the destroyers of their cattle. In

| this article he vividly contrasts the

. theory and practice of lion hunting

" tn the region which Ez-Presidend
Roosevelt will invade.

HE best plece of
lion tracking I ever
saw lasted five full
hours and Is so0
memorable in sev-
eral respects that I
purpose to use it as
an introduetion to

HE PLUNGED OFF WITH AN ANGRY &

that general method
of lion bunting. seemed now to have made up his MADY slmuar ocays. plnndt., h"lti ;iun;:r h;
| Two of niy men got badly mauled by | mind as to his direction, for he kept | & pas n

4 , a lion, so our camp had to stop where | on straight down the middle of the : Pﬂl. of the Man Eater. leg above the hock, :
| it was till they could be moved. After | river-bed. The sun had come out from My first experience in tracking llons | taken into tne camj

a time one of them was able to walk | behind the clouds, and in places the | Was early in 1892, and the. night be- | other was completel olat.

about with his arm in a sling, and the | sand was very deep, so that we were | fore rather an exciting one. After | and must have been , and we stood peering out for

other was getting on well, so one night | not sorry when at last the track led | bun elephauts unsuccessfully for | We could not find a hyenas, | some time without being able to dis-

I decided to leave the big camp next | into a little island of bush ine the | about & month, we were on our way but we were pretty i t on. or | tingulsh anything: but after a few

’ day and go with two or three caméls | great flat sand. There was no doubt | south, when we arrived one day at | two must have been ing that | minutes we could hear something

: to some villages only a day’'s march | the lion was at home, for on some villages where the natives had | if the llons did come pad don- | tearing at the Sesh quite close by.

away. Early the next morning Ma- | round no sign was perceptible of a | been very much bothered by five lions | key there would not" ) ehance | We had a shot or two st the sound,

homed Noor, the headman, started | track coming out. The Island, raised | which were sald to be still in the  of hitting them on # & night, | and the beasts, whatever they were,

with the camels. I stopped behind to | & little abové the river-bed, was | nelghborhood. A girl had been killed | we puiled the carcass inder the | went away. As at that time we knew

get some breakfast. Just as we were | formed of a mass of thick-tangled | two days before, and an enormous skerm or fence roung mp, and, | nothing about lloms, we were not

going to follow, a. camelman, who had | bush and creepers clustered round a | amount of damage had been done | to prevent hyenas df it away, | quite sure that they were not hyenas

gone up the river-bed close by to get | few big trees. The water caming down | among the sheep and cattle. The first | tied a rope to one legs, and | after all: but Abdullah stuck to it

céome water, came running back to say | the river after mw rain had washel d“ we camped there two of our party | m it over the ¢ i1stened it “"l’ were llons, so we m our beds

that @ Uon had been down to drink | it roughly into the form of a triangle, | had shooting zerebas made gt the vil-| to & heavy water b aside the | and lay down one on each side of the

at one of the shallow sand wells in the | the apex of which pointed up the | Jage to which the lous gepetally kg e, dal ap T Fiall mas . Suat b & rex

From this point the sides & few shots at hyen ) then we = watch, hoping that the brutes would

night. 1 started at omce with Abdul-
lah and two other trackers, telling my
pony-boy to follow on as soon as he
could get the pony saddled.. When
' tracking, I have always found it the
f1 best pian to have the pony led some
{ distance behind. The boy ought to
’ have no difficulty in following the
tracks of two or three men and a
lion, and if the pony Is kept close
up, it is sure to stamp or blow its
nose. at the critieal moment.

When we got to the well there was
the spoor plain enough in the sand,
but rather blurred by some rain which
had fallen at davbreak. This made
the tracking a little difficult after we
left the river-bed, but when we had
followed it slowly for scme distance,
‘ ' we came to a place where the lion had
-' Jain down uader a thick bush, evi-

river. came, dnd fust before sunset they
widened out to the other end, which | went off the o,

was about thirty yards broad, the ' — "

whole length being somewhat urder
& hundred yards.

Driving the Lion to Bay.'

The shape made it : n easy place to
drive, for a little way out from tne
point one could easily command the
whole of it. The llon was almost cer-
tain to break out of one of the sides
towards the bush on the banks of the

river-bed, in which case I should get

Aan easy broadside shot. If we fol-
£ Manag‘er

went to bed, tel

g t ¥ to keep MMN%M#g

T e e r—

lowed the track Into the place, the
noise we were sure to make would be
very llkely to get the beast on his
legs, and he would sneak out at one
slde as we went in at the other, es-
pecially as the water had left a lot of

mrl“mh., —

dently to shelter from thc rain, as tue
spoor after this was qulel distinet on
the top of the damp ground. This
mad~ us think we were in for a short
track, for it must have been light
when the lion went on again from
here, and llons gererally lie up short-
ly after the sun rises; but this day
proved an exception, be-aude it was
eloudy and cool through the forenoon.

Trailing the King of Beasts.

The spoor now led us along a sandy
path, where we could follow it as fast
as we could walk. When it turned oft
into the bush we quite expected to see
the lion at any moment: but not a bit
of it—he wandered about through
endless clumps of mimosa a-d “irgin”
bushes, as if he did not mean to lle
up at all

The track at last ed us down a
little sandy watercourse, which it fol-
lowed for some distance. Up to this
time -we had had no real difficulty
in making it out, but now came our

" first serious check. The nullah turned

off along the side of a stony ridge,
and, Instead of golng along it, the
lion had turned up the hill. We had
got the general direction th~ the lion
had beem going in, but this was no
good to us, as on casting lorward in
the same line to the bottom of the
other side of the ridge where thare
was some sandy ground, we could find
no sign of his having passed in that
direction. We spent some time hunt-
ing about, growing
time went on. A man following a
trail by sight certainly has an enor
mous advantage over a hound hunting
it by nose, because time is of no
particular object to him, and every
direction can be tried in turn. After
making out cast forward we went
back to the little water-course, and
followed that down for some distance,
hcping that the lion had turned down

hill “I.l]l; but here, too, we were dis- |

appointed, and gravitated back to
where we had first lost the spoor. We

less hopeful as

dead sticks along the edges, over
which it would be Impossible to walk
quietly. Abdullah also said that from
the way he had wandered about this
lion must be very hungry, and would

sleep lightly. These considerations
decided us to drive. 1 posted myself
with Abdullah a few yards out from
the point, and the other two men, hav-

was right about this llom sleeping
lightly; for at the first stome there
was a growl and a crash in the bushes
and then, for a minute or two, not a
sound. The men started to walk down,
one on each side, shooting and throw-
ing in stones. I was watching them, and
wondering what had happened to the
lion, when there was a faint crackling
just in front of us, and he appeared at
the point of the island. Although we
were standing within a few yards of
him, and absolutely in the open, he.
did pot see us.

He was facing straight towards us,
and was so close that I did not llke.
to fire at him as, on receiving the bul-
let, he would be very likely to plunge
in the directioni he was going and be
into us; mor did I want him to come
any closer; =o, as he stepped down om
to the =sand, I moved my rifi~ up
towards my shoulder to attract his at-
tention. He saw the movement at
once, stopped dead, and turned his
head sharply towards us. For the
fraction of a second I thought he was
going to be startled into charging,
but he plunged off to the left with an
angry snarl at us over his shoulder.

-As he passed I pulled, and he skated

along on his stomach and fell down a
little ledge in the sand. This slewed
him round, and he Ilay facing us,
spread-eagled on the sand, evidently
quite unable to move. All the life in

which glared at us furiously. Another

shot put him out of his misery. The

ing collected some stones, began throw-
-|ing them in at the far end. Abdullah

him seerped concentrated in his eves, |

first shot. a very bad one, had grazed
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