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WHY THE BIBLE SHOULD NOT

BE READ IN THE PUBLIC
SCHOOLS.

We are in receipt of a well priuted
16 page pamphlet bearing the above
title. No publisher's name ic given

‘and no authority for its publication

is announced except the worde 'Com-
mitee on Church and State,” "C. C.
A. R” Presumably these four initials
siand for “Central Conference Ameri-
can Rabbis.”

With this assumption we may ie=
gard the pamphiet as a Jew's protoest
against the Christian Blb‘e in the
schools.

The argumantn prenented tre nol
new but taey arc fairly and moderate-
Iy stated.

The two main points contended for
are that religious cducation is not the

runetion of public echools and that the
public should mot he taxed for any
teaching which is opposed 1o the cocn-
aelame or rlshtﬂ of any.

" The pamphlet ntains a number ol
twhich d#re. not

A ﬂiﬂ maﬁ'ér to the. pa,ﬂpnlct i

'nﬂt ﬂthin the limits of an article for
a m ‘like ours unless the guestion.

became a local icsue, ‘but it may be
hriefly said that the qmton of fne
Bible in the aelmoh doés not rest
chiefly, if at ail, upon the mbject of

- religious instruction.

The Bible is in the uﬁoﬁi Has al-
way8 been in the American. school, as
a necessary book of history and liter-
ature and it would be a mogt unseem-
ly and lnﬁonﬂ:taut thing for a nation,
founded mnpon Christianity, with its
courts of law and its government rest-

ing upon Christian principles; to rulé of the foundation of ourown country.

otit of its schools the hook from
which these principles are learned.

1t may be, probably is, true that
occasionally a sectarian teacher uses
the Bible reading to inculeate secia-

rian doctrime. That should be forbid-

den by the respective school boards.
Hut to object to the use of a bhook of
stuch priceless value in history, poetry
and litergture is emphatically secta-
rian and bigoted.

Then, as to the taxation and con-
sclence quegtion, the pamphlet twice
quotes Jefferson’s well known maxim
that ‘to compel’ a man to furnish
contributions of money for the propa-
gation of opinfons which he disbe-
lieves is sinful and tyrannical.”

Evervone knows that to carry ow
this rule Ifterally, education wonld
have to be limited to mathematics.
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No other subject is free from opinion,
and even on this we differ as to thu
best text books and the cost of them.

The general spirit of publie school
law is the attainment of the greatest
gond for the greatest namber and
this in aeccordance wilh the general
tenor and princip'es of our govern-
ment,

if a forelgn Jew, or an alheist,
comes 1o this try and finds cer-
tain general lines of educational law
in operation, shall we pause and ask
his opinion when he comes LO share
our privileges”

There are-thousands of citizens who
do not believe in many things tanght
of our American govenrment. There
are Americans. who do not Lelieve in
a Republican party, others who do not
helieve in a Demoerat party. Shall
we rélieve from taxation the man
who objects that a teacher by his
personal influence interprets govern-
ment in favor of one or other pariy?

There are. many whose conscience
are hurt because we ileach that the
earth is round. Shall we cease L0
teach it because some believe the
earth is flat? -

Stanly Maitthews Is guoied as aa:f-
ing “the child belongs to its parents
aud there can he no example of this
sort of right more legitimate and
noble, than that of the rirht of the
father to the child.”

This gqunotation is used to show that
no child should be subjeet <o any
teaching which the parent does not
approve. And yet our government,
democratic as it is, goes to the length
of dictating, not only as to what shall
he taught but the very terms on
which a ‘¢hild shall enter a public
school, including a condition invoiv-
ing a4 physical operation wupon the
hody of the child whether the parent
believes in vaceination or not.

Oiice more, we repeat, that thé pam-
phlet under consideraiton is a secta-
rian prolegt against a greatl existing
common good, not a eitizenn prmest
against a sectarian use of it.

Banish the Bible from the publie
schools and you would deprive our
children of the key to the greater
part of our poetry and literature. You

“would make it impossible for them to

study the great history of the Hebrew

~and Christian nations in their devel-

opment thorugh the ages, or to know
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CHILDREN'S GIFTS ‘FOR THE
CHILDREN'S HOME.

The new Children’s Home in Hyv-
anston, corner Ridge avenue and
Washington street, ¥ almost finished
and the preparations for its farnish-
ing are coming on apace. It will be
opened early in January. .

The building is being furnished by
room by room, by individuals, groups
and clubs of girls and women, chiefly
of the North Shore suburbs. The
children’s playroom on the third floor
of the building has been reszerved to
he furniehed Ly the girts of children
1Tte cost of furnishing this room will
be $i5. Any child who wants to give
a few pennies or dimes to make hap-
py childréen who have no homes of
their own can send his contribution
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and It will be set aside for use and
beawly in this playroom, No gift is
too small if a childs loving wish
goes with it. Last year a little boy
milked ten cows for a cent aplece

and sent it all to heip build the Chil-

dren’'s Home. Two little girls in their
play found an appeal for help in the
waste basket where -it had been
dropped hecause the head of the house
did not see his way clear Lo giving
as much as he wanted to give. The
children begged their father to let
them send “Just something, papa’”
They put in fifty ocents aplece, the
(ather added a dollar, and the gift,
with a dordial letter, brighiened a
cloudy morning at the superin.end-
ent’'s office.

This Home will do the work of
an Orphan Asylum large enough to
care for 350, because the object of
this charity is not to keep children
in the institution but to retain them
only long enough to find homes for
them in private families where they
will have an opportunity 1o grow up
into good men and women.

This new bnildinig will be finished
in December but will not be com-
pletely furnished.

The appended list will show the
rooms that have “een taken and by
whom and also the cost of the ones
not pledged for. The donor has the
privilege of naming the room, bed,
ete., in whatever way they may de-
sire. The furnishings will be pur-
chased by a central mmmittee in or-

apxious to kmow who will be inter-
ested in the matterfand what 10 de-

1014 Greenwood Boulevard, Evanston.
(lothing, books, toys, etc.,, may be
left at the Home, 826 Ridge avenue,
o will be called for if word is tele-
phoned the matron, Mrs. Stebbins,
Evanston 5193 ‘
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A JUDGE'S VIEW OF' SUNDAY
. LAWS.
‘1n hla statement, Judge Wallace, of
Juckson county, Me., says:
“It is a mistake to suppose

that

.the Sabbath is purely a religious in-

gtitution, and that its enforced ob-
servance is for the benefit of the
church. 'The Sabbath was ordained
before man had fallen, or there was a
chureh, or need for a redeemer.

“By Divine example the Almighty or-
dained it by resting from the work of
creation on the seventh day, and he
jmpressed forever upon it its sacred
character by ‘hallowing it The Sab-
bath would be with us had sin never
entered the world.

“Hence,
and historically, it is easy to per-
ceive how it is that a desire for a
day nr rest is a latent intuition with
the laboring man.

“I'he tyranny of 6000 yvears of hu-
man avarice Ila!! not eradicated it.
Justice Field, so long a member of
our United States Supreme court,
was right when, as one of ihe Su -
preme judges of California, he declar-

whne we think lugimlij'

ed that Sunddy laws are enacted pri-
marily for the protection of labor.
“Nor should we wonder that ava-
rice is turpiug its guns upon the
friends of Sunday observance, It can

been paid the laborer than on any
other three days of the week combin-
ed. The Sunday theater, as rich a
harvest as the Sunda)y saloon, is proof
of this fact.

“But consistent as it is with the
needs -and constitution of man, * the
idea of one day in seven as a day of
rest was not evolved by natural, relig-
ious or human philosophy. It is a di-
vine revelation. - , I '*

“1t is the peculiar feature of Chris-
tianity, by which is meant the sysiem
of theology taught by the old and new
testaments. Its origin is wilh the Bi-
ble and not with Conlucianism, or
Brahminism, or Buddhism, or the
mythological religions of Greece, or
Rome or any other nation.

“Upon these two dooirines—that the
constitution of man requires and the
word of God commands one day in
seven as a day of rest are grounded
the Sunday statutes of the several
states of the union., With rare excep-
tions our judicial decisions, whose
name is legion, rest upon precisely
the same foundation. . i

L‘IW‘H‘O‘MWO; the
widespread movement for Stmday clos-
ing, Judge Wallace' said: Y

“It seems to me that th& abuse of
the Hquil’mtﬂe is alding th&eld‘lod' |
prohibition, and the open and defiant
desecration of the Sabbath is opening
the emotmntnthe !mportﬁnee f
Sunday nbmvmce <0

THE REMGION' OF RUSKIN (Wi-
nona Publishing Company, Chicago).
The works: of John Ruskin are so
voluminous, covering 8o “~ide ar-
rangement of topics that hand-books,
guides, anthologies, etc.. become ab-
solutely neecessary to the busy man
aMmuwhumldwinintﬁe
end to a comprehensive amrou!ntim

~of this, one of tha most virile and

atimulatlng of modern  writers.
Willlam Btrgess, in this biographical
and anthologieal study of Ruskin.
has done an admirable plm of work.
The volume covers some four hundred
page,s elaborately indexed and ecare-
fully analvzed. There are sevenky
pages of biography, and then his
Thoughts of Art, Architecture, - Na-
ture, Life, Poetry and Political Eeon-
omy are analyzed and quotéd with
a view of discovering the essential
religiousness of the man. This work
of Mr. Burgess is a worthy compar-
ision of his previous work of a similar
nature on Shakespeare.

The above review is taken from
last week’'s “Unity” and is given .in

full without change. The book is on
sale at Larson’s.
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Should you have the least possible

~trouble in having your laundry work done

you can overcome it by sending it to the
RELIABLE LAUNDRY,

High Class Launderers, Telephone 107,

‘*We are here for a purpose,’’




