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Honor the Dead, Be Grateful to the Living

ET us not forgct. that if honour be for the d-cacl.. gratitudc
can only be for the living. He who has orice stood beside
the grave, to look back upon the companiona]aip whi-ch has
been forever cloecd fceling. ]:mw impotent tllerc.. are the
wild love a.ml the kcen sorrow, to ¢w¢ an instant s pleuure
to thc pululcss heart, or atone - in the lowcst measure to
the clepartecl sp:rlt for tl:le hour of unkindness, wnll scarcely

for the future 1 incur that debt to the laeart whlcla can only be dlscharged

to the dust. But t]:w lesson w]:uclm men receive as 1nc1w1duals.. they do .

not learn as natmns Agam and agaun tl:ney have seen theu- nol:lcst

descend into the grave, and have tlmugl-xt 1t enough to garland the tomb-
stone w]:xen t]aey had not crow:}}d the brow. and to pay honour to the

ashcs which t]:ley had denied to tlu apxrlt Let 1t not clmplcasc them that
e . Fo008 tl'xey are hddcn.. amldst t]:m tumult and the clazzle of t]:nclr ]Jusy llfe.. to

listen for the few voices, and watch for the few lamps which God has

toned and hghtcd to cllarm and to gulde tlum.. that tl'ncy may not learn
their sweetness l)y their ulcnce.. nor their Ilg]:lt ]:)y thelr clecay

m]a(cs. o b R Fobn Ruskin in Modern Painters
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