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Thaw's Escape

“You sre to determine whether the defendant
Was sanefor po!; whether he knew the pature and
the avalityjof the actfhe was doing, and whether
he knew and understood the nature of the erime,
If he did all this, thenj he was guilty.”’—Justice
Fitzgerald to the Thaw jury,

The Brooklyn Eagle's editorial on the condlus-
ion of the Thaw trial, based upon the above, is of

© exeeptional interest. It is published below:

Convineed®of Thaw’s sanily, seven jurors voted
for convietion; nominally convinced of his insan-
ity, five voted for acquital. The people of the
State of New York will make another effort to
settle their account with the murderer; but his
life is as safe as though he had not been caught
red iltmled When a Rupreme Court justice recent-
ly remarked that in Brooklyn such a case would
bave been disposed of in a week, he did not imply

‘that conviction would have followed as a matter
of eourse; but Manhattan accessories have their of-

i Rk AN Shems 0. be'to Rive almost a distinet

';riﬁ'lriéter'td a Manbattan jury in a “great” mur-

der case. _

White was killed in a theater. Thaw did not run
amuck, branishing a revolver. He fired three shots
and did not throwlaway one—all took effect. He
immediately explained, being anxious to have it

understood, that he had provocation. And jusi be-
fore commitling the murder, he talked to several
- @cquaintances in terms clearly indicating that he
~was in full possession of his sense. Finally, the

‘trial was interrupted, so that experts might pass
upon his case. 'They issued a certificate of sanity.

-~ The statement that five of the jurors were even

nomisally convinced of his sanity should, perhaps

“be revised. They did not think that he should ve

punished. f . _
Nobody now believes that {he prisoner will pay

~aoy other penalty than lods of liberty for a few

months longer, and a bill of costs. This in the
face of the fact that there is no record of a mur-
der more deliberately committed. This in the face
of the fact that the State has left no stone unturn-
ed. And this in the face of the fact that if Thaw
did not understand what he was doing when he
became a murdérer, he never did and never will
comprehend the significance of anything he does
and says. Deliberately and knowingly and under-
standingly, he killed.

All the precautionstaken by the commonwealth
for the preservation of buman life have, in this
nauseating case, become a traversity on the term,
Nor is this case isolated. Plenty of others might
be cited in proof of the proposition that, given cer-
tain irrelevancies, life may be takew vith impun -
ity. Thaw’s wife has youth, and beauty, and he
Las rich relations. To these facts add the truth
that dead men tell no tales and a fermidable con-
tribution to.the troubles of the prosecution has
been made. Then by all means, let the murder
be spectacular so that it may be assured of a pro-
miuent place in the gallery of newspaper horrors,
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and so that the crush to the courtroom doors shall
resemble rush hours at the bridge terminal. The
rest may be predicted.

Theoretically, the law is as cold as an iceberg.
It was at freezing poiot,as formulated by the trial
judge. He endeavored to give his temperature to
the jurors, but as it turned out. he might as well
have run all the gamut of emotions. As it turned
out, five of the jurors might as well have had in
mind, while it was being delivered, not the charge
but what the wild waves were saying. They
udopted as afsubstitute for every word spoken from
the bench, the unwritten law, concerning
part of which that the Springfield Republican had
o say a few days ago is well worth reproducing.

“There ure, of course, many reasons for urging
that the unwritten law deserves not be tolerated

'na civilized society. It is truly anarchiesl in its

influence; it loosens the respect of the people for
in‘the abstract, since unwritten law may be noth-
ing but a caprice, a passion invested with the
power of life or death. And it is certainly far

beld absolute sway. Aside from all that, however,

unwritten law as applied by juries today becomes
ridienlous in its Contrarities, and why should the

civilized American people consent - to have it
around.” ;

After -the second trial Thaw will be bailed. A
third trial *may or may ‘not follow. About two
weeks ago he was scheduled for a trip to the
South of France, where he said, he proposed to
spend the summer. It was added that he might
Stay longer so as to give the case time to pass out
of the publie mind. Disagreement interferes. but
it is only a matter of months. Meanwhile, the so.
called majesty of the law does not seem to have
beéen affronted by the formulation of the program,
by a traceling sehedule taking acquittal for grant-
ed. This is a gennine novelty. Almost anything
is to be expected when a murder is spectacular but
an arrangement to go to Europe in anticipation.
And it is almost a pity that the jury did not acquit,
accompanyiog its verdiet with the thanks of the
community.

There is oneidea that does not seem to have
projected itself. Matters would have been much
simplified bad. the jury tried the murdered man in-
stead of his murderer. His character was anything
bat stainless. His offenses were rank enough to
smell to heaven. They were foul enough to insure
unanimity in the jury room. Moreover, being dead,
condemnation could not do him much damage,
whereas Thaw is very muech alive and very sure
that, with his trusty revolver, he did the right
thing at the right time, and in the right place.
However, it is not altogether clear that White was

not tried and convicted, while it is altogether
clear that Thaw will not be be troubled much long-
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er. Ina few months he will be seen, possibly in the

theater in whieh he played a part not on the pro--

gramme. And he will probably enjoy the sensa-
tion his appearance creates until even that be-
comes a commonplace. If his friends were poor he
might go into vaudeville.

Jh
Abe lSeuf a Great Mixer

BY BAYARD VEILLER

Abe Reuf, the indicted 8an Francisco boss, is the
best mixer I ever met, barriog none. When I first
went to Frisco, sux years ago, I was talking to the

Sunday editor of the Chronicle one day about the

number of persons it was possible for one man to
know personally. _ i U3
“That’s a good idea for a story,” the editor said.
“Why not work it up by finding the local man
with the largest acquaintance.’”’ ‘
“All right,” I said, and started out to find my
man. My first idea was that Whitman, the chief

from hlhgty!mwlﬂ: exaet and even-hand- - of police; was the ‘man I wanted to see. 1 soon

- ed jusiice. Allowed to ron over the field of crimi- learned that Abe Ruef kaw more people than any

other man in Frisco.

When [ first met Ruef he was a nemd elasslaw-
yer with a large practice among the poor. He
made up for lack of learning by native shrewd-

ness. He wasa dealer in smooth legal tricks, and . -
technicaliuies, being much the same kind of &

lawyer as Abe Hummel of New York. Ruef was
not a boss then. Phelan was mayor and another

ring was in power. When Schmitz was elected

Ruef stepped into thearena as his advisor. Ina
year he was the absolute ruler of Frisco.

Ruef is a little man, but tough and wiry. He s
about 5 feet 5 inches in height, weights perhaps
140 pounds, has darlk eyes, hair, and complexion,

and a black mustache. He is about 50 years old,

unmarried, and much devoted to his parents and
his brothers and sisters. His habits are good—
never drinks, but smokes much. He is generous
and has helped scores of men in Friseo by getting
them positions or giving them money out of his
own pocket. And he is quiet about his many acts

of kindness. Ruef has David C. Hill's gift of talk-
ing much and saying little.

Ruef’s shrewdness has mixing qualities, and his:

memory for faces were the secrets of his success.
A few months ago I was in Frisco after an ab.
sence of two years. I had stepped out of a restaur-
ant when a man ran up and threw his arm around
me before I had time to say a word. It was Abe
Ruef. There was no reason for such a display of

interest except Ruef’s innate desire to be friendly -
with everybody. He kneéw that I could do nothing

for him.

The day after he was indicted he remarked that
he was in the same class with Rockefeller. It was
characteristic of the man. He cared nothing for

office. but worked for power. Add he won jt—
for a time. R e
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