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' LIBRARY BUILDING REPORT

= As President of the Highland Park Publie Li-
. brary board of directors during the time the pew
- library building, on lot 2, block 50, on Luarel ave-
. pue, was being constructed, I herewith submit dy
report of said work of construction. After the
dee's for the lots had been executed by Artbur C.
Thompson and wife in March 1905, and the same
filed of record in the Recorders office at Wauge-
gan, Mr. Cernegie's fiscal ‘agent informed me
that the Carnegie gift of $10,000,00 was available..
The architects, Messrs Patton and Miller, 140 Dear-
4 born street. Chicago, were instructed to complete
§  the plais for the new building and submit the

. #ame tothe board of directors. The plans were
. 'made, submitte |, modified several times during the
~  summer until adopted by the board, when bids
ﬁ}qﬁbuﬂd for, which were opened in the
. arehitects offive September 1ith, 1905, and con-
" traects let, substantially as follows, though
. wodificd in some epses. The figures given in the
~ was made with our contractors afier deducting
bills for freight, repairs etc. from the original con-
tract prices. |

LIST OF CONTRACTS.

Bulley & Andrews, general contract ....$12,090 50
Sehaeffer Co, roofing

..................... 987 00
MeFell Co , electriewiring.........c.uoin.. 417 75
Abercromby, plombing .. ... ...iiviriiiinn 597 00
Abercromby, heating, hot water plant... .. 1,305 00
Spierling, decorations..............c0venss 400 00

. Linden Glass Co , ornamental glass........ 200 0
Marshall Fields & Co., window shades.... 83 80
Ford & Johnson Co.,chairs............... . B3 92
Chicago Gus & Electrie Fixture Co., light

G 1 YA IR ot ity A DN 446 62
Globe Fixture & Furniture Co., Tables and
L RPN s I AN sssrsnes 304 00
North Shore Gas Co., piping building. ..... 35 00
Hawes & Dodd, copper mantel and tile.... 150 00
Patton & Miller, architects fees (5%)...... 845 42
North Shore Gas Co., outside piping..... v 1408

- Brand Brother's, repairing celling......... 100
North Shore Electric Co., lamps and sup-

PR VL S A R A (e o 21 40
“Extres,” not included in contracts........ 91 37
Total cost of building and furnishing.. .$17.803 27

' "EXTRAS, ABOVE MENTIONED,
Roberts, Insurance.................. $60 00
Duffy; freight and cartage........... 3 14
Dufty, freight and cartage............ 9 68
Repairing two old book stacks. ....... 15 55
Pierson, repairs on tables.............3 00

Total ‘‘extras” as above

iiiiiiiiii

The receipts for the building fund were as fol-
lows, to-wit:
Andrew Carnegie’s first gift............ $10,000 00
Supplementary Carnegie gift.........
Sale of old lot and building, net...... .

slightly -
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Special appropriation by eity couneil. ...

1,500 00
Balance by Library Board.............. . 32 27
Total receipts for buildingfund........... $17,803 27

From the above statement as to the Building
Fuand, the following things appear;

First. Mr. Carnegie has given to the people of
the City of Highland Park the sum of Twelve
Thousand Dollars, outright as a gift. Would it

be beneath our dignity to make some recognition -

of this fact in the elegant building erected so
largely through his princely -generosity, by a
bronze tablet, or in some other suitable manner?
In my judgment, it is the least we can do, con-
sistently with our own self-respect.

Becond. the City of Highland Park is now in -

the possession ot a substantial and elegant library
building, second to none for its size and cost in
the Northwest, and one which will serve us these
slight repairs, being ut the same time one of the

cash value of at least $20,000, or in other words,
the city has, through the persistent and unwear-
ied efforts of the Woman's Club, in securing the
Carneyie gift, come into the po 1 of a build-
ing just adapted to its present and future needs,
worth at least four times the highest valuation of
the old property and this exchange has been ef-
fected at the cost of the cily of only $1,500.—I am
happy to be able to say that when it became

kn;_w/:y that the building commitrec, after much
thought and deliberation had decided to g0 on

and finish it aceording to the original plans, even
at the risk of an indebtedness of two or three
thousand dollars, the expressions of approval

came from all classes of our cit'zens, and what

pleased me most, was, that so many and so earncst
expressions of approval came from the working
men, men of limited means, who said in substance,
“Mr. Ilibbard, you did right; we want that build-
ing finished, now, it is ecomomy to «o it and we

will cheerfully pay our extra tax to make ap the
deficit, whatever it may be.” With such assur-

ances, from such sources, I felt amply compensat-

ed for the few feeble and Jsomewhat far-fetched
criticisms to which we were subjected.

Third. [ wish here and now to put on record

~my profound regret that the building was not

lucated on the little Hazel Park and then its name
changed to Library Park, and I have been sur-
prised as well as pleased at the many expressions
of such regret that I have from persons who never
expressed an opinion during the protracted eon-
troversy over the site. Putting that building
where it is, was part the city’s fatal blanders, and
one which cannot, for generations, if ever, be
remedied. The only partial remedy, now possible,
is for the city 10 secure possession of the remaind-
er of that corner, lots | and 2, in block 50, as the
future home for our city building. Secure the lots
now, and build when we must. or can, erect a
building which in size, appointments, and archi-
tecture will fittingly wad permwnently represent

el snamanty and. °Wﬂmm-
pi’“ mntlng, at a fﬂ’r-mr‘“ "“l‘lh a
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and adequately serve the city for the yeams to
come. Let us not any more, ¢very four or five
years, practically waste from two to five thovsand :
Jdollars, patching up or 8o called “improving” an :
old, ill arranged, and inadequate structure. whieh
can pever be made what it should be. -

I say this with no reflection on the generosily
of Mr. Thompson who presented us with two
thirds of the present site and sold us the balance
at a reduced price. He recognized, as did vvery
other public spirited person. the fact that the
Hazel Park was the place for such structure
as our new Public Library building. Our thaske: gL
are therefores due not only to Mr. Carnegie for Wis~ s
magnificent gift, but alsote Mr. Arthur C. Thowmpge
Cushing, of the Highland Park ~tate Baok, iv se
courteously ard successfully bringing the library
situation to Mr. Thompson’s attention. |
work and rendered full values fof the moveys
paid them. While most of them were paid
promptly on presentation of architects certificates,
a few waited with rare patience, for months for
their money, from causcs over which I had noeon-
trol, though T sought it diligently. Our general
ontrators, Bulley & Andrews, 115 Dearborn:.
street, Chicago, more than met all our ‘reasonable
expectations; their one desire seemed to be to give
us a first class job in all respects. Their Foreman,
Mr. Thomas Sléeman, now a resident of this eity,
could not be surpassed Our own Mr. Abercromby,
who put in the plumbing work and heating plant
seemed to have a personal pride in doing the best -
he could it jis all we could ask. Mr. Spierling the
decorator, was turned into the building and teld
to use his own judgment and »ll were more than
satisfied with the r sult; nota word of adverse
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criticism have been heard The Architects, Pat- v}.:
on & Miller, were unwearied in their efforis to 3
meet ow- wishes, and at the same time give us a iR
structure which would embody the highest and ?f;
Best ideals, and though they have erected some- iy
thing like four score Carnegie public library ji
buildings, they regard ours as one of their best, ' '._' |
and we have abundant reasons to be more than ¢ 1
satisfied. 1 have, in short, yet to learn of a single i
visitor from abroad who is not delighted with "l
our building. s

I append an itemized statement of the receipts
and expenditures in connection with the ereetion

of our publiclibrary builning. {
Sept. 71005 Cheek from Carnegie fund $ 333 34 g
Nov. 22 °* ’ v . y 2,500 00
Dec. 18. TR ¢ ' 2,000 00 k]
Dee. 20, ! p AN : 2 )
Jan, 1906. From sale of old library property 4,383 o
Feb. 26, Check from Carnegie fund 2,000 00 1r
n.’ l.« ' ‘ ‘ i m “ !

Oct. 4. , v ‘extra gift 2,000 00
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