L]
3
1
! !
t
'
i
i

o

:

?

ey s

3 & o
- -n-lq-.q_.....lll‘.--ﬁ-f-.-'\-
(. 3 = — =

¢

Opens the Campaign

President Roosevelt practically
opened the campaign for the coming
election with a strong letter of In-
dorsement of the present members of
cdongress, whom he Insists, should be
returned. His communieation was
sent to Congressman James E. Wat-
son, of Indiana, whom he econgratu-
lated upon tendering his services to

waich I have revson o wop  r. are
Important. But far mave Dwoostant
are the measures which have actually
been passed. and as to these measures
1 wish to reiterate that they are not
Important In a merely partisan sense.
but are lmportant because tuey sub
serve the welfare of our people as a
wuole, of our nation as an eutirety.
They are lmportant because those who
enacted them into laws thereby showed
themselves to be fit representatives of

all good Amerieans.
~  Panama Canal,
Lo amalrs outside of our own ecountry

the congressional committee. The
president reviews the work of con-|

gress in his letter and incidentally fore- our great work has been beginning to’

casts some of the subjects that are dig the Panama canal. The acquisition
to be considered by the next session. of the canal strip was due to the Initi-
His letter in full, follows: ' ative of congress: and. the fact that
Oyster Bay, N, Y., Aug. 18, 19068. | the work thereon is now being done m
My Dear Mr. Watson:—I lLear, the most thorough and satisfactory
through Speaker Cannon and Repre- fashion is due to the action of the
sentative Sherman, that you have vol- present congress at the session Just

unteered to give your services to the closed. Only this action rendeved the
congressional conmmittee for the en- work

tire campaign, without regard to the knowledgemen
effect it may have upon your canvass ing patriotism of th
in your own district; and 1 feel like it possible. Th

writing you a word of congratulation ma canal is the colossal |
volyed In this contesc by any other nation. The interests o0l

iference thereto. But I do are numerous and bitter, and most of
1 that such is the case. On the them with a peculiarly sinister basis

1 feel that all good chizens for thelr opposition. This sinister op-

' the welfare of America at position rarely, indeed, ventures open-
1ld appreciate the immense ly to announce its antagonism to the
that bas been accomplished by ecanal as such. Sometimes it takes the
the present congress organized as It form of baseless accusation against
Is, and the urgent need of keeping this the management, and of a demand Jor
organization in power, With Mr, Can- an Investigation under circumstances
non as speaker, the house has accom ; waich would mean indefinite delay.
plished a literally phenomﬁl amount ﬂ:ﬁﬁm it takes the form of deter-
of good work. Tt has shown a cour-' mined opposition to the adoption of
age, good sense and patriotism such plans which will enable the work to
that ‘it would be a real and serious be done not merely in the best but in
misfortune for the country to fail to tee quickest possible way. Had con-
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 say anything pub- banded together to oppose it were and

recognize. To change the leadershiyp
and organization of the house at this

- time means to bring confusion upon

tuose who have been successfully en-
gaged in the steady working out of a
great and comprehensive scheme for
tue betterment of our social, industrial
and civie conditions. Such a change
would substitute a purposeless con-
fusion, a violent and hurtful oscilla-
tion between the positions of the ex-
treme radical and the extreme reac-
tionary,. for the present orderly prog-
ress along the lines of a carefully
thought-out policy.

* ‘Compliments Congress.

The interests of this nation are as
varied as they are vast. Congress
must take account, not for one na-
tional need, but of many and widely
different national needs; and I speak

with historic aceuracy when I say that

not in our time has any other congress
done so well in so many different fields

of endeavor as the present congress,

has done. No congress can do every- 1
thing. Still less can it, in one session,

meet every need. At its firs* .session
tue present congress, in addition to
the many tasks if actually completed,
unaertook several tasks which I firm-
ly beleive it will bring to completion
In its second session next winter.
Among these 1 hope and believe that
the Dbills to prohibit political contri-
butions by corporations, and to lowoer
the duties on tmports from the Phillip-
pine islands, each of which has been
passed by one house, will be enacted
into law. 1 hope, and I have reason
to believe, that favorable action will
be taken on the bill limiting the num-
ber of hours of employment of rail.
way employvees. These and one oy

twn other measures. the enactment of

had not the leaders of congress shown
tue most far-sighted resolution in the
matter, the work of building the cunal
would never have been begun or, it
begun, would now have halted. The
opposition even now being made by
tue ratification of the Santo bomingo

treaty, which is one more step in the

efiorts to make peaceful and pecure

tue waters through which the route .

of the canal leads: the constant etfort
to delay, on one pretext and another,
tue acual work on the canal—all prove
how essential it is that if the Ameri-
can people desire the Panama canal to
be built in speedy and officient fasnion
tuey should uphold the hands of those
Wuo, in the present congress, have so
emectively championed this work.

No less praiseworthy has been the
attitude of this congress in continuing
to build and maintain, on a high plane
of efliciency, the United States navy.

Business Use of Wealth,

Our external affairs are important,
but our internal affairs are even more
fimportant; and no other congress for
many a long vear has, as regi'rds the
betterment of our internal affairs, 40
much and such excellent work (o it3
credit. The fremendouns soclal and In-
dustrial changes in our nation bhave
rendered evident the need of a larger
exercise by the nationnl governmenr of
Its power to deal with the business
use of weanlth, and eenercially of cor-
porate wenlth, in interstate bhmsiness.
It is not too mueh to say that the
course of congress within the Inat few
years, and the hénaiyv poareement be-

t'ﬂ"\ﬂ“ "’}I# -I""nr-"‘lf“‘l'";* 2Tk 'nﬂ'ih' ""t“f'- ﬂql-
partmrents ~f the n- in tak’ng the
needed ne e ‘in ow?n

riers of this

sphere, have ro=nitead 1n the nation ror '

the first time de‘initely entering upon
tne career of proper performance o
duty in these matters. The task is
peculiarly diffienlt, because it is one in
wuich the fanatical or feolish ex-
tremist, and the reactionary, whether
honest or dishonest, play into one n-
otner's hands: and they thereby render
it especially hard to secure legislative
and executive action which shall! ha
tuorough-going and effective, and vet
which shall .ot needlessly jeopardiz:
toe husiness prosperity whis™ we all
suare, even though de do not all slmre
it with as much egality as we are
striving to secure. It is a very easy
thing to play the demagogue in this
matter, to confine one’s self merely to
denouncing the evils of wealth, and to
advoente, often in vague Ilanguage,
mepssnres 80 sweoning that, while thee
would entirely fail to correct the eviis
alived at they would nnd>ubtedly sne

in bring‘ne down the prosperity
Bation with a crash. It is
fo play the part of the mere ob-

any effort to deal with

- advocate extreme and foolish
menasures. But it Is not easy to do as

the present congress and its immediate
prelecessors have done; that is, stern-

ly to disregard alike the self-interest of
those who hnve profited by the pres- |
ent evils, and thé wild clamor of those .
who care less to do away with thm'

thau to make a renutation with the
unthinking of standing in éxtreme oy-

position to them. But this is precisely
what the present congress has done.

" 2 ; 1 4 £ .
terstate commerce law which will en-

a supervision over the
country, so as.  while
scrupulously safegunarding their proper
Interests, to prevent them from charg-
ing excessive rates; to prevent their
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uctionist: to decline to recoznize the | nor anyth
it evils of the present system, and "cannot long surv

mmensely the hands of those

able us to exercise in thorough fashion hu

common-ear- |

favoring one man at the expense of a |
weak man: and require them to be
fully accountable to the public for the
sefvice which, to their owh profit, they
render the puhlic. The previous con-

gress, by the enactment of the Flkins
law and by the creation of the depart-
ment of commerce and labor, including
the bureau of eorporations, had en-

abled us to make great strides in ad-.

vance along the path of thus bringing
tne use of wealth in business under
the supervision and regulation of the

“national government-—for; in actual

practice, it has proved a sham and
pretense to say that the several states
ean thus supervise and regulate it
The strides taken by the present con-

gress have been even longer in the

right direction. The enactment of the
prre food Dbill and the passage of the
bill which rendered effective the con-
trol of the government over the meat-
packing Iindustries are really along the
same general line as the passage of
the interstate commeree law, and are
second onty to it in importance,

Congervatiam va. Radicalism,
- Perhaps the peculiar merit of these
laws {s best shown by the faet that
while they have aroused the deepest
anger of the reactionaries, of the men
who make a fetish of wealth, they
have not satisfied the unwise exterm-
Ists’ and the present congress, In
achieving this merit, has acted in the
exact spirit of Abrabham Lincoln, who
waa never to he feizhienad ot of wo-

tween phrase-making and action. Teo
tue men wuo eome in the latter ente-
gory all we need say is to bid them
possess their souls in peace. They
have advocated action: but we have
taken action: and the faect that this
action bas been sober and temperate

has been In no small Aesrcl (Lo cause

s dem L s@mcamng efficieney. To the
forwer class—to the reactionaries, whe

somchow an attack upon proper
we would reeall the wﬂ‘_l#_ ' '

Burke: “If wealth is che®eut and lo.
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mands us we are poor indeed.”

In addition to thus dealing with the
proper control of capitalistic wealth,

ers certain great rights. At the ses-
sion that has just closed, an employers’
Hability law was enacted which puts

‘the nationnl government In its proper
Pplace as regards such legislation. An

eight-hour law was already on the
statute books: but. as I8 almost in-

80 evitnble with such laws, there Was az

first great confusion a& to whose duty
it was among the different public of-
8 to enfore it. This confusion
now been remedied and the law Is
in process of thorough enforcement,
If this enforcement demongtrates the
need of additional legisiation to make
tnis cigh-hour Inw effective, 1 shall
ask for such legislation. I moy add.
that next year T shall ask congress to

‘put in the permanent form of law the

provision 1 have made hy executive .
order for securing to the wage-work.
ers under the government balf-holi-
days during the summer months, jusg
as regular holidays are now secured
by law for the salaried clerical work-
ers In the classified service. No con-
gress has ever more clearly shown ity
practieal anmrecistion of the fact that
welfare of the wage-workers, and the
welfare of thé tillers of the so0il, make
the real basiz of the welfare of the
nation as a whole. We will do every-
thing that can be done to further tho
interest of the farmer and the wage-
worker: and this declaration is sub-
Ject only to one reservation—which
is, that for no man, and no body of
men, will we do anything that Is
wrong.
- Urges Square Deal for All.

Our constant afm is to do justice to
every man, and to treat each man a9
by his own aections he shows that he
deserves to be treated. We favor the
organization of labor, as we favor thoe
organization of capital; but on condi-
tion that organized labor and organized
capital alike aet In a spirit of justiee
and fair dealing, and with due regarQ
to both the letter and the spirit of the
law. We heartily favor trades un-
fons, and we recognize in them, as in
corporations, when properly conducted,
indispensable instruments in the econo-
mic W8 & e vresens dav:  bul




