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Perpetual Grant Stirs Lake Forest

l.Lake Forest has developed n municipal quarrel
worthy of Chicago, and which has divided ' he sub-
urb’s wealthy res'dents inio two hostile camps.
The cause of all the stiife is the perpetual franchise
granted the Chieago anid Milwaunkee Electric Road
at the last meeting of the Lake Forest city council,

In brief, the charge of those who oppose the
grant is that a perpetual franchise nowadays is'a
long step backward in municipal development,
This is answered with the statement that the resi-

have more influence with the city couneil than any

regard it possesses for the body of Lake Forest
citizens,

“*The situation i- so one-sided in the average
person’s mind that it is ineredible how it happened
and incredible that the community should per-
mit it, .1 look upon it as a blot on our intelligence

~ and on our moral as well as our politieal prineiples.

It ewn be explained only by the persistent enter-
prise of a private corporation and the indifference
of the good citizens of Lake Forest. It's a wrony
which ought not to have been perpetrated, and

dents of Lake Fﬂ!‘t"ﬂt b? rﬁfﬂﬂﬂd“m ‘F'Utﬁ have ‘p"-\v, which we should I‘Eme’d? tllllﬁl too late.”

proved of the measure.

This franchise, which was tntid for Thurs lay
night by four of the six aldvimen. prowmises to be-
com= a factor that will lead v sens wtion sl ace 1sa-

~ tiomns, snnd perhlps to legal proccedings to have the
. ore qnm et ?-.ide va of the prdmlneul: men of

M 'rﬁ‘ ‘ilurtnn nhn “TI‘! in f.akq PR
t.he key to the universal uentlmant w.r #lllu ‘he

“ln thew duys of enlighteumnt. thu puopla of
America do not farm out the rights of a muniecipal-
ity to a railroad company, as the Lake Forest coun-

eil did. The franchise wus granted to the railroad .

for the lif:"of the company's charter or its as-
sighs. ‘

“The charter has about43 years yet to run. At
the end of that period the company can reorganize
under a slightly different title, and assign the
franchise obtained from Lake Forest for another
50-year period.

““This franchise thus gives to the railroad people
rights that should have been rescrved to the future
genera ions of Lake Forest. The pmpu&it.iun is
absurd.”

Mr. Morton was asked if intimations o ‘ erooked-
nes had been made.

“1 am pot prepared to say that the deal is

crooked,” he answerd, “but the railroad company

may have given minor favors. 1 doo’t think it
would take much to influence opinion in the right
p'ace for the railroad company,

Alfred L. Bul—cerf,,anuthvr prominent resident of
Liuke Forest, had this to say:

I personally feel much mortified 1that a com-
munity like Lake Foresi shounld take a retroactive
step insthe wmatter of granting nmmuipal fran-
chis s,

“It is to be regretted that the political admi-
nistration of Lake Forést should have realized the
importance of the principel which it has sacrificed.
It is almost incredible that men could be elected t )
office who would vote in favor of the principtes of
a perpetual franchise. This electric road must

.

A 1: - .Mt Wﬂ nnd une-hlf mil['ﬂ ﬂf I'ﬂ.rd lﬂd rﬂ-

At Lake Forest considerable talk is heard about

. passes alleged to have been given by the ele¢trie

raliroad company Lo various persons said to be con-
cerned with the manipuiation of political wires.
The franchise grants the company the right to

lay a second track, parallel with the existing single

ack, Thn r‘lght of wny involved so far as pub ie
operty is coneerned is onl tw-u or three bl in
‘of HeNown. The city however, 8

¥ | .

ceives in return equtl stretch of new road i‘mm the
~ railroad.

. As eompensation, «I’.-lke Forest gets two or three
miles of street paving and twelv. acres of land.

The Lake Forest council is made up of Alder-
men John Gould, John Griffith, C. C. Pratt, Arthur
Bissell, Spellman and Yore. Mr. Gould and Mr.
Bissell voted against the perpetual franchise,

Speaking of the franohi%e today, Alderman Bis-
sell said:

‘It means Bimp,ly that the council has given for
all time a franchise. without any chance for a fu-
ture generation to alter it. In no other enlightned
community it is safe to perdiet, would a perpetual

franchise be given under the terms of this ordi-
nance.

Lo

David H. Jackson, mayor of Lake Forest, is said

to have been in favor of the franchise. |

At the office of A. C, Frost, president of Chicago
and Mi'waukee Eléetric Railroad Co., it was said
Mr. Frost was too busy to be inter ?IEWEd ~Chicago
Post.

On the other hand and more in favor of the fran-
chise the Lake Forester of last week says:

On the petition presented the councii before the
referendum vote was taken asking the couuneil to
pass the ordinance there were 350 voters’ namnes out
of a possible 540 voters, There was a majority of
voters in every ward: and of the 51 business firms
of the city 47 signed the petition. At the referen.
dum election there were 362 votes cast, 284 being
for and 59 against the passage of the ordinance; 17
ballots were spoiled.

" There was a majority in every ward and a ma-
jority of the total number of voters in the city fa-
voring the passage of the ordinance.
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The ordinances is the best one secured by an¥
city through which the road passes. It will not
only tuke the railroad off over two miles of our
streets on a mil: of which the eompany already
owned a perpetual franchise for 1wo tracks and
give us a better street free from car tracks, but it
will improve and beautify that prriv of the ecity
where the street is used by the railroad giving a
wider drive with better paving,

It also gives the city a twelve acre tract of land
in the south part of the city on which to erect a
contagious hospital should that be deemed best.
The city has long been seeking such a tract, but to
the present time has been unable 10 secure it

The ecouneil in its action has earried out the
wishes of a lurge majority of the people and is to
be commended for its action. The only opposition
to the ordinance has come from a few people who
never use the road, and do not realize the necessity
for a double track system.

The matter has been thoroughly dhemnd at a

‘number of open meetings of the comneil and was
again thrown open for discussion Thursday night.

Messrs. Morton, Crosby, Heyworth and W. Rum-

sey spoke against its passage and Mr. A. C, Frost
spoke in favor of it.
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A Chance for Someone _
One of the merchants in Waukegan is planniong

the most novel stunt that was ever pat into ¢ffect

here with the execution of a marriage in the Wau-
kegan Day industrial parade,

The merchant in question is a house outfitter of
the progressive kind, and he is looking for a couple
of young people who would be willing to get spliced
before thousands o® applauding people while the
horses draw them along in the parade.

- There would be all of the comforts of the home
as far as the arrangements on the float are con-
cerned and of course there would be a cunsidera-
tion. |

While the memhnnt desires to get a couple that
could be mnarried on the float, he would be content
with simply a young married couple if he counld get
two willing to perform the sacrifice.—Independent
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Convention Dates

Saturdav, August 4th —Primary election.
Thursday, August 9th.—County convegtions.
Tuesday, August 14th. —Senatorial con ent.iuns.
Thursday, August 16th.—Congressional
tions.

Tuesday, August 21st.—State convention,




