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An Open Letter
To the People of the State of Illinois:

FerLrow Citizess:—The General Assembly of
the State of Illinois at its last session, passed a law
creating a State Highsvay Commission. Under that
law the Governor of the State has appointed the
undersigned members of this eommission. -

As there seem to be various mimﬂpﬁﬂﬂl as
to the purpose and functions of the Commission,
we have deemed it advisable to issue the follow-
ing statement, 1o which we invite your careful at-
tention:
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-
therefore, to all_road. officials to assist us in the
performance of this portion of our duty.

The law of the State relating to the employ-
ment-of convict labor in our State penitentiaries
makes it the duty of the boards of management of
these institutions to furnish to the Highwav Com-
mission such quanfities of broken stone #s it may
éall for—this stome to be of asize and quality suit-
able for use in highway construction, The State
Highway Commission is authorized by law to dis-
tribute this stone among those road districts of the
State asking for it free of all charge to these dis-
triets so far as the railways .of the State are will-
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It will be noted that the Commission is not
called in the law a hard roads commission, or even
a good roads commission, but simply a highway
commission. The name, we believe, to be signifi-
cant and to indicate in general its funetion.

We enter upon this- work without preconceived
notious or pre-determined policies. Itis not made’
our funetion by law, nor is it our intention to urge
upoa the people of this State, or upon those of any
section, any special policy as to their respective
_highways. The determination of the road poliey
of this commonwealth is vested by law in the pub-
lic ofcials of the ecounty, township and road dis-
tricts, and it is not our duty and is far from our
desire to attempt to dictate to any of these officers
as to any point respecting their highway poliey.
In a word, it is not the function or purpose of this
Highway Commission or of any of jts members to
mrke’ propaganda for hard roads or State aid 1o
any form. On the.other hand, it is made our duty
and will beé our desire to be of any use or assistance
.in our power to any or all of the road officials of
mance of their respective
to put all the forces of

flicials and
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ing to carry such stove in return for similar stone

to be used by them. The guantity of su¢h stone
available, is, of course, limited, and it will be dis-

tributed in accordance with general regulations in-
tended to insure fairné®s in distribution among
those eommunities asking for it.

The penitentiaries are also regqnired to manufuc-
ture tile suitable for road drainage, and road wa-
chinery which will be distributed in the same way.
But at present no penitentiary has actually in-
stalled a plant for manufacturing such tile. Due
notice will be given to the road officers in the State
when and where such tile and road machinery can
be obtained.

It is further made the duty of éhe Highway
Commission to undertake a careful and thorough
examination into the best and cheapest method of
highway coustruction adapted to the needs and

 eonditions of the various portions of the State. Ac-

cordingly we shall begin a system of experimenta-
tion in the constraction, maintenance and improve-
ment of all classes of road which seem adapted to

the peculiar conditions of any portion of the State.
The cooperation: of the highway department of the
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pe of roadway. 1 - be 't, therefore,
to make such a study of the coastruction, care and
improvement of these roads as will yield valuable
results for the venefit of every portion of the -
State, keeping in mind the fact that the improve-
ment of these roads benefits immediately all classes
of the community and every part of the State
alike.

In some portions af the State the local authori-

tles are constructing gravel and macadam roads. |

We shall try to offer to these sections of the State
such assistance in the way of advice as we may be
able, by drawing up standard specifications, test-
ing the quality of road-building material and find-
ing deposits of material which may be of use in
such road construction. In the last mentioned task
we have been promised theaid of the State Geologi-

cal Survey. We shall thus hope to make some val- |

uable contribuiions to this style of road building
wherever loeal authorities desire and local condi-
tions justify it. - '

We hape further to be of assistance to all de-
partments of the State alike iin furnishing on re-
quest, advice and specifications as to bridges, cul-

verts, and other.forms of structure necessary to

highway maintenance. We shall aim to develop

an engineering force of such character and train-

ing as will put at the disposal of the poorest road
district intﬂmmm possible expert ad-
vice as to all matters falling within its jurisdict-
ion. So that upon questions of grade, drainage,
_culvert and bridge construction the roadmasters of
any district or the highway commissioners of any
township or the authorities of ary county may ob-
tain, upon request, the best advice we can furnish.
.~ The law makes it our duty to collect and publish
full statistics relating to the highways of the Siate
and makes it the duty of local officials to give us
the necessary informatian upon blanks furnished
them for this purpose. We make an urgent appeal,
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with the comstruetion and improvement of esrth
roads. his careful traiving as a civil eangineer, his
knowledge of building all forms of modern high-
ways, will, it is believed, stand the people of this
State in good stead. He will be assisted by & com-
petent corps of engineers which will be increased
as the public demand may make necessary,

It is plain that thelsuccess of this Highway
Commission is absolutely dependent upon the
hearty cooperation of county, township and dis-
trict officials, and we earnestly bespeak such co-
operation and support, so that by the combined
efforts of state and local officers in this depyri-
ment of public administration the interests of the
people of this commonwealth may be most fully

served.

Epnusp J. JAMES.
Joskrn R. FULKERSON,
State Highway Commission.

REAL ESTATE TRANSFERS

Furnished by

Lake Gounty Title and Trust Go.

Abstracts of Title, @ Titles Guaranteed

. MASONIC TEMPLE BUILDING,
WAUKEGAN. ILL,

Luq'u J. Gurnee, Sec.

vernon Handy to J. H. Fritsch
lot in N. E. corner sec 32, Deer- A

~ field twg. q- ¢ $1.00

"Mary E. Latta to W. F. Hogan

south 50 ft, east 250 ft, Jot 35; .
Highwood. q €. . $150.00
F L Hill andwfto Jy A Des

-State University in charge of Professor O. Baker. - s 3
bt : Cat b *rd e vore, lot 11, blk 67, Highland -
‘has been secured for Yhis™ part of ,our work Bt AT - (5 AT TR A

shall hope to have some valuable resultsin ceurse

of time from this department of our undertaking.

The headquarters of the Commission will be in
the State Capitol at Springfield, to which all com-

‘munications should be addressed.

As State highway engineer, the Commission has
engaged the services of Mr. A. N. Johmsson, for

some time in eharge of the highway division in the

United States Department of Agriculture at Wash-
ington. As one experienced in this sort of work in

.

different parts o' the country, his acquaintance.

The Wide-Open Smile

‘Mary E. Latta to W. E. Smith
east 200 ft, south § bik 19,
Mears Plat, Highwood. g ¢. $1.00

LiZzie L. Johnson and hus to
Herman Ludwig, 8 acres in 8.
§ sec. 27. Deerfield twp. ¢ ¢ $1.00

Herman Ludwig and wf to Liz-
zie L. Johnson, 15 acres s. 1§ .
sec 27, Deerfield twp. q¢. . = $1.00
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“The face full of sunshine will never grow old
Though trouble may try every wile,
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They give a three-fold pleasure—Anticipation,
~ lection. If you haven’

F. W.

h“mchcf’s';@m‘;

 And the richest of treasures, more precious than gold--
Is the face with the wide-open smile.” | |

A three months’ subseri tinﬁ to the ﬁlwnmn will be given to ihe first
pound box of snh_.in!:nwher’s Chocolate Creams who mentions

. (e e P, 8 o )P ' ¥ |‘ g A . f
Tk ! : i Vg RS g ; |
= - [ ; h . ‘a .
[ L ..'. i g - . | il . [] ] by b i o,
-';".- ¥ ¥ i - n

\

| ‘ Imar of a
is advertisement

" T P 3
TS

Q _1:‘.;.. ' .
P R A
S T R - T
A ’ A

f

'k

FLFY e A |
s TR g A
% 4 - F ah .
e
. R
L E

Druggist
Highland Park, Ilinois
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