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.lmnMIﬂ I ama
plain Scotch maiden-a girlof the
 péople; dpeaking broad Seosch,

mind, He was to me the noblt,ulf-lutlﬁin'du
tor; the skilled physician who had saved my moth-

" er’s life and refused to take payment; because, as

he said in bis simple way, we could not afford it.
He spoke truly. At that moment we were well-nigh
penniless, and perhaps he knew it. In any case, he
dismiissed the subject with a wave of the hand. He
whs always masterful in his ways.
Im-mutm&um;wh-mhd

nmaﬂmhputm
—!hﬁhtlﬂdhm, and he had

hndbau!oravﬂ'ktogethﬂ*—watwwhu

‘Bad watehed so many hours in the darkemed sick-

foom=<the suh had set; and the players from the
links were wending their way honiewards. The

of, . tower of 8t Regulus stood out, solid and square;

p&ﬂaﬁée ﬁhfﬂ.
uammmmm . imlﬂim thm’m

scant attention, and a

to ebeape, huiig over-the house. Bit Doector Ehai-

cott Femained. Bhall f ever Porget hia kindness
and dévotion? No, never—never!
 The whole mn was Glrﬁgﬂé the heait fbﬁiﬂ

iig voice was heard @io onger. ﬁﬂbﬁéﬂ instead

to tones gentle as & woman’s tonea that went to ¥
heatt; the strong hands thlt had wielded the golf-

elub from uriy mumhlg util the shades of evei-
ing were ampiuyod in doliente services Whieh my

" ‘ihexperienced fingers were unable to perform. He

set rest and pleasure on one side. No son could have
effaced himself more utterly, ahid it is probable that

few sons woulé hure dnné half that which our .

lodger did,

For a month my aﬂr not.hﬂ hoverad over tha
brink of the precipice; then came the crisis, and we
two knew that she was safe. 1 looked into the
Doctor 's.eyes and read there the assurance for which

¥ eraved. mmrmmhumtocontm

I rushed from the room, and, for the first time since
1 had undertaken the duties of nutse, gave way to
tp.m:;nno!tnn. Ididmwpbouunof
grief. Joy overwhelmed me, joy and another and
éven deeper feeling, ome of infinite. gratitude—a
gratitude too great for words. The Doctor came to

- meé. H:Mmmhlhndﬂmlowwom

of comfort. 1 could have fallen on his meck; but I
did not Jove him~no sueh thought had emtered my

_Wds & latget one; The seene was so familiar that
,#Foi which théy loaged

at thié $ABt kese the two lofty turrets with their

small; round ﬂndmu, three in number, and m

it failed to eharm me; but with my ecompanion it
Wwhs otherwise, I noted his keenly appreciative
glance and wondered that it should be touched by
sadness. He was going abroad to a good appoint-
ment; he was full of youth; vigor dnd enthusiasm.
Why uhnu!'ﬂ he sigh? Whenece his regrets? I learnt
their eause later—learnt it with a surprise so in-
tense that I can recall it even yet.

The knowledge camé to me dnexp&etedly—théra
was nothing to lead up to it,

“*Look, Miss Rentoul!’” he said, pointing to the
welit doorway of thé cathedral. ‘*Did you ever sée
i fihér piece of architecture that?’>

I laughed lightly, anmibsed that he should - eon:
sult: me oh soch a point.

““I am no judge, Doector Endieott,” I replied.
‘1 know little of architecture and caré still less.
I am just a country gitl with scant edueation.’’

It pleased me that he should now, as ihdeed
always, treat me as his equal, but I was too honest
to lay claim to attainments which I did not pos-
sess, He ignored my ‘disclaimer.

‘““You don’t really fove St. Aldre#l,” he said;

‘“the place has not the hold on you that it hds oi
me. I believe you ecould leave it more easily.”’
... **Re, no,”’ 1 eried, in swift resentment; ‘‘not I!
I do pot love it for its architecture perhaps, but
T love the dear old city beécause it is my mother’s
home, heeavse she was born here. On that aceount
I should greatly regret to leave it.”’
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‘““How dearly you love your mother!”

He spoke very wistfully, and his
q-mﬂlhdwithngﬂum

“Ildood yes. She is all the mrld to me,”’

I spoke the sober truth, but with more of ii-

tensity than I should
not just been reseued f
My feelings wére

rhaps have showsn had she
thie brink of the grave.
 at that moment than my

self-control. I glanced from the ;
‘ﬂthlnw"'hqofulnmnjgﬁ?t:ﬁ

tor Badicott’s face; it was strangely moved, and his

agitation infeeted me, T turned towsrde him 4n 2

nsport of gratitude.
““You saved her life,”” 1 nid. “Huw M 1

o] m;hlottm-—& aakid ¢ my
Agnes, T think you must already hﬂ
dearly 1 love youl 'd'ﬂl you
wifet’’ - .-

His wife! Was h 1
bava been better so. But ]

hinhbcyu,ilhhr.uiu,ihhlmmeﬂ‘

he laid his hand on mine,

**You said you nged to 's'hnw your gutitnb.
he said. ‘‘Bpeak then, lovel Give me ynur prom-

ise. I am going away in a few weeks, as 1 bave |
already told you. In a year of 8o you wili come to

T
me.

‘“1 eannot leave my mothtr, Doetar Endicott.’’
~ He paused. Perhaps he was thinking of ‘my
mother’s advanced age, Perhaps it ocenred to him
that, in (he natural ecourse of evenmts, I could not
expect to keep her long with me. But of this he did
not speak—he was too !Jhenliti?g. He only said,
simply and gravely—

‘T ean serve for seven yanrl, if need be, ag Ja-

eob did for Rachel.’’

_Again T marvelled. I looked at him fixedly. 1
did not understand. T saw that the old boyish lighi-
heartedness had forsakem him. He was a man with
a purpose before him—a purpose he would never
n]iuqubh I wanted to show my gratitude, and

the opportunity had now arrived. This faney of his

was no ‘idle one that time would banish. I gazed
~at the set face and knew otherwise.

So I gave my consent, making no protestation
of love. I could not belie myself, yet I was really
in earnést. 1 was not elated—far from it—but I
plighted my troth unhesitatingly, resolving that I
would beé faithful to this man who was so far above

me and to whom T owed a debt of everlasting grati
tude.
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