?:"--:quﬂ_}e 17

i,_;-_, : ™
*; ot N 1wmhnm; ,
TR s O you love this cause suf-
7 ‘A J ficiently to be willing to
_ have your name struck
from the roll of the army that you may engage in
b secret service? (You will hazard your life if you
& 80 decide to do.) And your pay, while you serve,

will be forty dollars a month.”

.. “The man thought over this question for some
e & 'ltl'nutur, all the, time lookirg straight into Wash-
f m s eyes. At lant he said, slowly and dis-

- ““Yes, I am willing: I am §lad to serve my
" country in thé way yow think best.’
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| WM mm the ‘man returned, and W:shmgton
R to him a sedled letter, saying: ‘Have you
nmmﬂmﬂum?' Themuid

Y
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111;!1 pa_ ularly gﬂt 1;0 a‘ﬂ on untll the. savd
_ ' _ w Bllt Bf hi# S‘lgﬁb That when he had
eﬂmhwd the Heights he must look carefully around,

? '_J ﬂul syffer no one to come close enough to tdke
i‘z hlm 1f everything appeared quiet he must walk
.7 B toward the west until he came upon a certain stone
ik about four feet in diameter (and round), on which
: {8 b _he should find a twig of a tree. He must raise this
ST ATy

H% when he would discover a, hollow, ‘and if, sdid
?:;; t’h¢ General, ‘there is a letter in it, bring it to me,
SELAE B Ty leave this Tetter in its place.”

ey | ﬁ ek due time the man returned. He found the
fh mck and the sedled superscriptionless letter, which
‘ﬂ""?j 4§ he took, and then accordifig to orders deposited the
'« §  one he had brought. Thisccarrying and bringing of
'R letters was repeated for some weeks; at length, one
A ': m[ht the man observed for the first time a person
. § - traveling in the same direction as himself, and
W R o evidently wati:hfully keeping him in sight; he there-
R fore tork a circuitous route, but when he reached
if'i it tﬁ¢ He zhts he felt sure that he saw two persons
e g0 .descepdmg the hill on the opposite side among the

 savans; he went as far as he dared toward them,

.} 7 Dbut could see them no more. -

- § “Ir-ead of approving of the man'’s inquisitive-

~ § ' ness, th General was most severe to him, and said,
Rk R nmd ﬂtmtl‘y to your business as you are in-
{*ﬁ“‘ ﬂt’ucttd “gir, and never do the like again.’
S “When the man next appeared he looked so
4 “ Wﬁxm and honestly distressed (he being a good,
J’ﬂh - faithful fellow) that even the Commander relented

S b sufctently o bid him * take. & seat and ‘get his

e Yol c-n; set, said fellow, mopping
ALY SN hh brow, ‘ not vf_w : neither, until I git
v | it over with m 1 Jpqt want many more
) turns like was dead gkeert not to obey
“ .} you Giner, ;. ok all my gyness to do i’
il " “He sa M nothing ' until he had
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mund stone sufficiently to put his hand under it,
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reached the Heights, and that then he saw three
persons dodge behind the savins, He Jaid himself
flat down.on the ground and was preparing to
creep along to the edge of the hill, when three
other men rushed upon him from an opposite di-
rection.

““I'riz; he said, ‘and you bet no feller in one

~of them Greek games our Schoolmaster says that .

they used to perform over to Athens (a number of
thousand years ago) made his heels fly faster than
L sd mine. |
“ The General told him *to retire, and that he

need niot report for duty agam until he was bidden,
but, added the General, ‘when in the company
of your comrades express no interest for or against
the cause; enter mﬁuﬂbMMﬂtwm
the army ; but keep your ears open.”
©“1In about a2 week the General bade one of his
staff to seek out the man and bring him as privately
to his quarters as “possible. Thi§ was done and
the following oeccurred; '

« ““Have you ever heen down to what is called
Black Sam Fraunces’ tavern?’

“*Yes, said the man, '1 know it well” _

- “*Very well, said the General. ‘Now listen
attentively to what I have to say. You are to go
to. this tavern, open the door, and make your way
to what is known as the long room. If upon your
entrance into this room there be more than one
person present, sit you down and be silent; when all

- have gone out save onég, rise up and walk across

the apartment thrice; “after you have passed him
the second time he will take a letter out of his
pocket and present it to you, and as he is’ doing this,

take the letter I now gwe you frnm your pocket
and present it to him.

“f1 charge youn not to speak a wurd to him, on

peril of. your lhite’ .

“ This new secret mission cuntmucd for a week
or more,

“One night the man came hack his face was all
a-flush, and forgetting his manners, he blurteﬂ out,

‘Genfmj the British are coming !’

““Are they?’ said the General, with, never a
guiver of interest in his voice, ‘and wha' told you
so, my lad?’ :

“The kindness qg.his_tone touched thc brave

fcllow, and he wiped his eyes with the back of his

hand before he made answer. ‘1 couldn’t stop his
speakin’ to me, General, unless I #¢f him, and you
never told me to lay hands on him if he opened
his mouth; “it was only my lmuth you was par-
ticular about!’

““Go on, my lad, with your ’gory

“f He whispered to me, “ Tell General Washing-

“ton the British are commg,“ and then he handed me

this letter.” ¢
“The General took it and read it, and when he
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took ‘the fellow's hand within

. his own), ‘you have served your
time of more than peril and may now go back and be
reinstated in your company, and when the war is
ended and many years of peace and plenty have
been your portion may you gather your children’s

children about your kneée and tell them that when =

America’s "night was darkest you were one of the
lights that led a forlorn hope to safe hiding.!

“¥You see, my child, war is not all fought out

on battlefields, alld that whatever it was that lhl! X
General hhd hﬂ'& m the lci‘trr from his mygsterions

Cﬁﬁﬁp&ﬂldﬂﬁt, he mde ready 10 evacuate the citys

He ca.ﬂcdhnstﬂ!wetherandmld mwmh-
~ deemed necessary, and no more;
| Wh’demﬂfﬂ‘enﬂtlﬂ) {mmmﬁq _' i

'1_ _:JI L [ ; ral

ﬁne a mld:wr as' ever diew a sword' -

““He said Burgoyne was on his way from ﬁe

Nnrth to meet us, that Howe and his brother Will-

ilam were coming, too, and then it seemed to us all,

save the Commander-in-Chief, that the bungtmg
little rebellion was about to be wiped out.
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¥ S0 secure did this news make the Tories still =
remaining in New York (for it was soon common . - (S
talk of the town) "that they grew rash and flaunted =

of it.  He shipped Tryon and Mathews" up to that

' modern Athens in Connecticut, and dangled Hicqu |

on a convenient Amsterdam bough.
“And in the midst of all this,
come to us but the news that the Philadelphia Con~

gress, with a brave disregard of what might happen ‘“'L.:
to their heads for doing it; when settling up time

with Mother England cime, had proclaimed  the

birth of a Republie,” called the United States of X

America.  This news reached us on the oth of
July and ‘Washington made it his busifiess to have
the Declaration of Independence read to every com-
pany m his entire Army.

" There came a day when those standing on
the housetops (with the aid of a good spy glass)
could see a forest of masts to seaward, and then
it was that Washington ordered retreat.

“Again 1 say, none can prove that during all
this time of which I ha® ‘written 1 did not de my-
duty; be sure if 1 had failed in jot or tittle to the:
cause I should not be here to tell the tale! To the
man, Washington, I might not always be ¢ourteous.
and it was as man to man that we settled that
between us; but tﬂward the Cowmimander of the
Awmerican army there was but one attitude per-
missible and I never prwumed you may be sure,

“If Washington had listened to the advice
offered by Green and myself, which was to burn
the city to ashes, it would have given the Fnglish
an uncomfortable camping ground and there would
have been a shelterless winter for the invadin:, army.
But no, he would have none of it. Gurhmeﬁ,'

what ﬁhr:mld %

their opinions, but the General would have none




