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- Saltbon’s estate.
chlld-h-a daughter—and heér. name was Annis.

DO

iMﬂﬂﬂﬁ“ last week)

FEAR me, my dears. I may

be quite lengthy, for age h
less able to condense than

youth, so Ibeg your patience while I tell it out

in my ownprosy way.
Andﬁrﬂlwouldmmtoaumm

Richard Saltoon or, as he really was, Lord Saltoon.

. Nathan’s father (Squire Birdsey) was bormm on a
farm within the estate of this Lord Saltoon. The

“farm had been leased by Birdseys for wany gen-
" ‘erations, and as they were genteel folk théy had
-~ always been on friendly terms with the Castle; so
; mo soul was disposed to question the prnpnety of

ﬂne friendship that sprang up, and contumed to
. 8row and strengthen with their  years, between

- Farmer Birdsey’s only son and tﬂwd son of
~ Lord Saltoon..

‘Theserrwo lads mmd lht hills md the dﬂﬂ
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hds were l'wvm.‘ college -
" and his eldest son—whose

- was Richard—eame to reign: in his stead,
Richard was not like Robert, but prond, arro-

.Imi, ag}m and basely sinful and profligate.

estate was of course entailed, and Wd,

Meﬂin; everything, declined to t!o tl‘llt iﬂr ‘his

Whli: Rnixrt was pondcrmg m s mmd what
he should turn his attention to, as a life work, he

‘made his home with his mother’s brother, who was
the. rector of the chi

at  ” Comley-Bank,” a
small ‘village nestling .o te very. gates of Lord
Now this rector had an only

It was Jot long before Nathan Birdsey, who

_Was coming to and fro to visit his friend, became
enamored of Annis, and she, returning his affec-

tion, they were by the advice and asa:Stance of
Rohert secretly wedded,

But meanwhile Richard, Lord Saltﬂon h:ld cast

& his eyes upon his pretty cousin, and Annis, all

unsuspigious of his real motive, and thinking' that

. My being kind to Richard she-might ‘benefit Robert,
accepted Richard’s attentions of flowers md fruits

from the great hot-hduses, and said bewmhmg and
mayhap coquettish, things to her noble cousin. Thus, -
all too surely, she lured him on, until one day she -

. found to her distress that My Lord had ‘gone to
. her father and proposed for her hand: in mrrmge,

and her father being what we used to call in the
old country “ a hunting parson” (md I won'’t stop

to describe this sort of a man, my “dears, because
you—undoubtedly being fond of ele uHﬂemtﬂm——-

" know all about him, from Mister Fielding and

M’hm Smikt) But, as I say, her father being

f_’..
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a hunting, swearing, betting, and racml' parson,
was not at all averse to this match. On the con-
trary, he encouraged the noble suitor to such an
extent that all matters were arranged with a speed
that was shocking, and Annis was told that her
wedding day was near,

The poor creature communicated her mi‘ohght
to her husband and her cousin RM a u-ynu
may suppose they too were greatly i

And just at this juncture the ‘pEviL—who is

tlways close at hand with H&AWC
'it_possible for these tw

inuu:uﬁhmb
~ carry out a most sinful mw

- There chanced to live, not fu d:mm,im
themﬂc.lm:woithﬁrulord&nm

.lvﬁ-‘:;—-p-

Nuumwﬂm“;’hmmul
Nathan - B:rd:eythatthismmlbratherhyxﬂ
unto death; and they hastened to the lomely. spot.

wheuheabodeonlytoﬁnd him dead; and no
soul had been with him in his passing hour!!
Lor&Saltmnmupnnthisdlymetoadu-_

tant town, so they hastened to the castle and pro- 1 _

cured a snit of his Lordship's clothes, like unto
&mhehadwmmmtmtd Thesde they con-

veyed to the hut, and in themlhey arrayed the -
lifeless form—and in the dead of night they carriea

his . Lordship'® eouﬁteipart to the outer steps of

the castle and fled awny to complete their work
of evil. Now the real Lord Saltoon (as I have

-said) had gone to a nmghhrmg. town to attend

some orgie, given by a n r ‘'of dissolute cem-

_pamions, and as he rbde hﬂm in the darkness,
‘reeling with drink upon his saddle, the two des-

perate young men took him from hrs horse, robbed
him of his own garments, and robed him in those
worn by hlsdaadhmther,andhmhmuwnh;s
brother’s bed in deep drunken sleep, went their
way.:

On the mmow the lifeless. budy of Lord Saltoon

was discovered ‘upon his own - doorstep, his horse
wﬁs ,‘ﬂamnymg at the stable door, and none doubted

dt that my lord had met with a terrible (if a
Jmt) end, for his wicked life and ways were known

.p_:md regretted by all.

In the hurry and confusmn that followed, only
a mmg and pitying interest was bestowed upon
the witless half-brother who appeared at the castle
in his rags and cried out in the frenzied accents of
a mad man that “he was indeed and in truth
Richard, Lord Saltoon, and that which had been

'mswned to the tomb with pomp and ceremony
‘was not Lord Saltoon at all,”

‘What more would have come nf it will never
be known, for Richard ‘Saltoon fell into a fever

(father of tht mt poneﬂbr o:t_ the title), and

“opinion upoq_butlwﬂit

hidden? My answer is tha

gemember, Aunt Chloie had li

1905

of the ﬂ m.{mm which he came
. fﬂrlh, omlullunlth.

And then it was thal inert, now Lord Sal-
toon, did what men callée ‘a2 noble and loving
deed to one who had no lawful claim in him.”
He set aside a large sum d money for this afflicted
man’s care and keep, ‘and | - was taken away from
the castle by Nathan Bil And his native
place beheld him no more.

And soon after this, Nj than Btrdm and Annis

' i'taymond were publicly .w« (d¢d, and Nathan now

being possessor of a‘com lerable sum of money
by the death of his fathe dtc:ded to emigrate to
America, and purchased a °
ony of Connecticiit on'w
hotse, am:! when it wﬁs i

" What Grmdmuthr B
the matter in question I ¢

she had a very hquiring 1
all that transpired at the| tih
made revealment a imwd ,,lslre butny«l ﬂtﬁe or
no _surprise.

“Nathan BM&qrfhmh thqﬁ’wm.hmw
no word of this until it wa# ;
dymg father. You may

gl

“From the time that the

the study, and they had satisfied with the:r

father's explanation, that Chlidcie was mad, and that

he chose to befriend her and lwmor her, because of
some past and gone fllfhful service.

We all, my denrn grow accustomed to condi-

tions that may appear to others strange, and so

they came in time to scarcely motice the noise that
now and then penetrated the walls from Chloie's
room--a place none of them ever thought of mount-

~ing to—and thus the years rolled on and the Squire’s

house no longer—stood alone in the clearing. Other

homesteads clystered about it, and as was ﬁe case ‘
in- all the Connecticut settlem.nts, the people that

came .to establish new homes were distinctly Eng

lish, and becaiise of this the neuhbor-ln-neilhbor

tic was strong almost as kinsbip, and yet, do you

know, with all the .bmts and eomh.n to the

ﬂhr mduytht-'
ofmu‘ and when
ofNuhu'lM-'. e

nnn
''''''

el
. i T gy = b’ e
e .._"r:'- ; g A e ey L e
'-'m R e L S e Pl 4 [
.F“' iy &l " T T i -',‘,i-.* =
S . ¥

R o

4 1:1' o i L "'T;:'.: e, g e L =
e i Y ] e e L e

‘- R T 4 i ot e 7 -

L R T W i gy o

-

- _— T
i o g 4 el g
ety 'P'_:'_j""'li;1"'-""'1.v.
. e el
- ¥ ] e ¥l .:'..l':#ﬁ:_"' _:-_;_H_l\.
Ml S et S ST S
e § p R e
g 't ey
ot Ay R
- il




