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ural address is devoted to a discussion ‘of

the good roads movement, a subject that is
ofmmmlywtheheﬂcnmmnlm
but to those of cities and towns as well. His plea ™
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cost Here, which is 1274 cents a ton per mile, multi=
plied by the aggregate number of tons of our prod-
ucts, constitutes an enormous and useless tax upon

our principal industries. The loss involved is paid
for by our whole people, because the vast bulk of
all the products of our state must be first moved
over our bad country roads to railroads, steamships
and markets. We can better realize what this ‘means

when we consider that it costs as much to deliver

a bushel of grain ten miles to the railroad in Illinois
as it then costs to carry it a thousand miles by

Other states, confronted by like conditions, have
made greater efforts than Illinois to remédy them.
In our state the local authorities are hampered by
an insufficient supply of money and lack of su:tnblc

material for making permanent improvement in the .
.roads, and too frequently by a lack of scientific

knowledge of road building. The labor performed

- maintains for one season. only a passable condition

. of the roadbed. It is estimated that $2,000,000 is
expendcd ,annuallv in tl'us state fnr thls purpose, wlth
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It is nnt necessary to advance any argument to
‘show that the burden of road-making should not fall
on the farmer alone. The road is a public highway.
It is a state road. Its maintenance and improvement

is a matter of general concern. Other states are

~attempting to solve this problem by what is known
as the “state aid” plan, n wh:ch the burden 1s bome
by the whole people. i3 '

Within the last ten ycars Mame Ncw Hampshwe,
Veérmont, Massachuactts Rhode Island, Connecticut,
New York, Penngylvinia, Delaware and California
have established highway commissions, and are as-
sisting the counties, towns and townships by “state

| aid.” New York last year appmpnatr.d $600,000 as

“state aid” for road building. That state has appro-

- priated altogether $2,065,000 for “state ltd." At the

last session of the New York legislature an act was

passed proposing a constitutional amendment which

prcmdcs that the state may bond.tself for $5,000,000

~ a year for ten years for the building of wagon roads.

In 1003 Pennsylvmia created a state highway

commission and appropriated $6,500,000 to be appor-.

, tioned among the different counties as “state aid”
. In propomon of mileage of roads in each county,

and to be expended during a period of six years.
Under a call issued by the last legislature of Ohio

a state good roads convention was held at Colum-

bus Feb. 15, 1004, which convention adopted resolu-

tions in favor of a “state nd"' law then lendiu be-
fore the legislature.

~ Massachusetts pproﬁntm anumlly Qm.mo for
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“state- aid” It has appropriated already for the

building of roads the aggregate sum of $4,940,000.

Its last legislature appropriated $2,250,000 to be ex-
Mhrmuhqhnnm&emm,vun

Tennessee.

In Illinois the last legislature enacted a law for
the appomtmcnt of a good roads commission to in-
vestigate the question of good roads and determine
the best methods by which the burden of road build-
ing may be equitably distributed among all the peo-
ple, such as by federal, state and county aid. That
commission was directed to report its findings to
this assembly, together with a bill embodying the
most advanced thought on the mbject of road build-
Ing. - |

Thc report will ' be submitted to you. In consid-
ering the recommendations which they may make,
the feasibility of
the use of convict labor in connection mth the sub-
ject of good roads.

 There are conﬁned in our state pemtentmry 3,000
Under the present law in relatior to con-
vict labar opportumm for their employment are and
will be limited in various ways, so that but 25 per
cent of the available time will be consumed in the
performance of all the work permttted to them under
the law. It is a beneficent provision of our law that
prisoners are sentcnc:d to labor, because no punish-
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‘necessity for health and-reformation. This is every-
‘where recognized, but it has been difficult to provide

for them work of such a charact¢r as would not

impose a punishment upon the law-abldmg citizen
by reason of the unnatural conditions of competition
which convict labor creates.

Information has been_ furnished me b:r experts in
thc matter of road building and the cost thereof to

‘the effect that a suitable stone road could be bt

at a cost of less than $1,000 a mile in the county
should the material be delivered free by the state.
Following the plan of issuing bonds in payment
thereof, spread over a series of from seven to ten
years, as adopted elsewhere, the burden upon real
estate within suitable road districts taxable for such
purpose would be very light.
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‘ka, New Hampshire, North Carohna, Oregon and

+ Under such a system the cn#t to the state would

not be great. The convict is a charge upon the state. -
He must be supported whether hé works or i uill::,r
The additional cost to the state for mchmcrr, |

_ portation, etc, would be comparatively small. I

therefore s t that yoti Consider whether or not

it would be advisable for the state to undertake to ‘"

atilize the labor of convicts in the manner outlined.

In the event that you determine that such an ap-
plmhanofmmcthborumfusible I urge you,
through your committees, to gather information and

~devise a’ plan which will meet the approval of our

people and enable

! ouir state to make a beginning in
this great work. :

»

A Cynic’s Sayings
Alymm-u-mhm-h
A lie in time saves nine.
A thing of duty is an-noy forever. -
Ohe touch of nature makes the whole world

squirm.

Matri-money is the root of all evil

Necessity is the mother of contention.

Sweet are the uses of diversity.

A word to the wise is resented.

Where there's a will there’s a law suit. i
Think of your ancestors and your posterity and

~you will never marry.

Hell is paved with big pretensions.

. *“Mercy and truth are met together, righteousness
a-d peace have kissed each other.” Look out!

Pride will have a fall bonnet.

Pride goeth before and the bill cometh lfttr
Tamper not with fledged fools.

Young widows in ashcloth and sashe.

To-morrow would be sweet if wt cuuld klll yes-
terday.

There is no soak without some fire water.
—When folly is bliss 'tis ignorance to-be otherwise.

A lie for a lie and a truth for a truth. °

Fain would 1 wrnite yet fear to pall.

In one's old coterie may one sport the old pnntry
and vestry?

Misery loves company, but company does not re-
ciprocate. | |

Look before you sleep |

If the wolf be at the door, openlttndnthm'
Man&are called but féw get up. - -

It’s a strong stomach that has no turning. ‘/-4
Those that came to cough remain to spray.

Friendship is more to be valued than lo-ve. for -

love is a thing a man can buyandawommmget
_for nothing.

Naught is lost save honor
Saint heart ne'er won fair lady.
Silence gives contempt.

- Peoplc who love in glass houses should pull down
Ve, mﬂrf:: e e

Honor is without profit—in mnst countries.
A church fair exchange is robbery.

~ Fools rush in :nd win where angels fear to
tread.

A rich man can get the eye of the ‘beadle.

~ Consistency, thou art a mulei
Economy 1is tlie thief of time. _
A bird on a bonnet is worth ten on a plate.
_D:splays are dangerous.

Let him now speak or hereafter hold his piece
of information for a good price.

The poor ye have with ye always—but are not
invited.

Whnt is home without- annthcr? |

A fool and his honey are soon mated.

It is better to make friends fast than to make
fast friends.

A little widow 1s a dangernus thing. .
There's many a sip "twixt the cup and the lip.
Many hands want light work.
" A friend in deeds is a friend indeed. -
All that a man knoweth will he ttll to hm wife.

He that is surety for a stranger shall be wiser the
next time.

He laughs best whose laugh lasts.
As thou hast made thy bed, why lie about it?
Absinthe makes the heart grow fqnder.
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