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Qur Christmas Number

T 4 a pleasure to be able te anneunce that

Mrs. Laura Dayton Fessenden will contribute

a children’s story.to the Christmas number of
the News Letter which we shall publish December
24th. |
While Mrs, Fessmd.ms story will appeal par-
ticularly to boys and girls it will be read with in-
tercst by every one who has not forgotten his child-
hcod days.

S

Thtt: Czar and Peace

HE boot is mow upon the other foot. The

I selistyled ‘Son 'of God, Czar Nicholas II. of
Russia who'a few years ago was urging the

rulers o1 the world to meet for the purpose of ar-
ranging a satisfactory umiversal and everlasting

‘peace, and who was the foremost figure in that

great conference at The Hague, now refuses the in-
vitation of President Roosevelt to participate in a
second peace mnfer:nce

The - reason for this refusal he states, is 'tha_t.

“the moment is not opportune for the convening
-of such a conference” As a postscript he might
have added- that if the convention cSuld be post-

. poned until he had whipped the Japanese, secured

Manchuria and Korea, and taken another slice of
China, besides driving the English out of Thibet,
forcing the Fimns into serfdom, and a few other
things on his calendar, he would then be heartily
willing to assist in preventing the rest of the yorld

~ from acquiring new territory by war, or settling

¢

any differences in the ring of war..

The Czar dotibtless believes it to be eminently
proper that he should ‘hold up the progress of peactf
while he adjusts private differences. -

It remains to be seen whether the small re-

mainder of the world holds the same opinion or -

whether the conference will be. held without his

sanction, and he be forced to. arbltratu those djf-
ferences.

| *
The Underpaid Teacher

I T 1s a well known fact that the average coun-

try teacher does not réceive salary in any ‘way
commensurate with the responsibility and toil of
leading the unformed mind of children along the
mental and moral- pathways. _
The following comment from the Chicago Even-
ing Post seems to us to be a very good summing

up of the situation in the country districts of
Lhnogs : 3

=

“A scritiny of the biennial report of Superin-

~ tendent of Fublic Instruction Bayliss will reveal

the interesting fact that the people of eighty-four
counties in this state consider $25 a month enough
to pay the school-teachers ‘to whom they intrust

# the instruction of their children. When it ¢ re-,

membered that the school year is approximately only
nine months lfong, it will be seen what a high idea
of education prevails in many commimities of en-
lightened Illinois, «An annual salary of $225 for
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awummg the I'E*.]:K)nhlhllltlfﬁ and the labm' of l”.qh-

ing schoo! is  not Lalculatcd to mapu‘t‘ thc l.ﬂp‘e'_

teacher with much nn 4e or interest m I_)er Qr bis
Laiung nor to give much cause for boasting to the
cifizen of the state where such mapprccutmn of

" educational work is disclosed. _
It would seem apparent that out of an expendi-

ture of $22,637.861 annually for common schools
alone, exclusive of the normal institutions and the
university, a greater proportion should go to the
underpaid country teachérs. Of course the amount
of compensation rests with the community itself,
and the entire state cannot be blamed for the in-
clination in some quarters to disregard the 1.ghts
of a ¢lass whose work is of such inestimable im-
portance ; but there .is' undoubtedly a ‘way in which
this condition -may be changed, and it is the duty

of school experts to discover it and to see that

it is carried out.

“It i1s not just to the teachers, to the children
nor to the country at large that this neglect should
continue. Teachers should receive at least as much
as common labdrers.™ -

Take Joy Home

; Take joy home,
And make a place in thy great heart
for her, -

And give her time to grow, and cher-
ish her,

Then will she come and oft *mll sing
to thee,

When thou art workmg in tht fur
_.rOWB} -3y, o~
Or weeding in the sacred hour of
- It is a comely fashion to be glad:
Joy is the grace we say to God.
o Iﬂi‘lﬁ?{ |

Less Than 2 Xenr .

&

Theater tragedy was © enacted. Yet the
memory of that December afternoon endures
only in the minds and hearts of those whose chil-
dren or near friends were numbered among the 382

-women and chidren martyrs to managerial and

mumficipal carelessness.

The world has gone on, with fire, blood and shtp-
wreck, and the disaster of to-day drives from the

mind the tragedy of vesterday. Even the careless-
Tﬂm which causes it is forgotten when some fresh

horror occurs. But the return of llecember 30th
brings to mind the greatest theater holocaust we
have ever known, The Iriquois Theater Memorial

Association will hold services on that afternoon in
Wﬂlard Hall

»

A he Next Speakcr and Local Option .

The Anti-Saloon League of Tllinois has addressed
to every member of the Lower House of the next
Legislature, a letter in which it points out’ that
W. E. Trautman, one of the prominent candidates
for Speaker, introduced the amendment in the last
session which*cut the county, township, ward and
precinct features out of the Local Option Bill.

The League dcclartsm intention -to keep clear

of any personal orfactional fight and does not ask

Mr. Trautman or any other man for a pledge as to
hls action in the Iegtslalurt when the question comes

-

- Scientific AMfrfFah

ESS than a year 1.1s passed since the Iroquois

to a vofe, but ﬂikﬁ u‘bm a hnf &IILO.
The ' }at{lnnwte for Mr, Trau
any other apgond to the bill will e m

an unfriendly act and a part of the, . Jecord upon
which the Lqum must go hack to its cuual;m:enc:( in

every district unless such candidate shall have given .

msfwtur; assurances that the bill will be lﬂq‘qﬂ
to an_ acceptable committee where it will' have, a

fair chance of being reported out, and that the
Speaker will allow it to be brought up for consid-

eration and discussion and will give a roll call upon

it and all vital questions growing out of it.

: - i . .-

The Puichase of a Reservoir Site
- NOTHER step has been taken toward the
A transformation of the arid West. The
Secretary of the Interior has authorized the
purchase of the Hondo reservoir site in New Mexico
for the sum of twenty thousand dollars. It is in

Chaves County, about twelve miles west of Roswell.
~_The s=itc of this proposed reservoir is a natural
depression, which, with a small amount of embank-

- ment, can be given a capacity of forty thousand

acre-feet. This will hold practically all the water
that the Hondo will furnish: during low-water years.

It is proposed to store here the flood waters of this
stream and draw on them through lateral canals

for irrigating the lands below the reservoir.

The lands that will be benefited by the reservoir
water are naturally fertile and may be easily irri-

gated at shight expense. They are free from alkali
and will _be ultimately worth at least one hundred
dollars an acre . when planted in alfalfa and corn.
If used for fruit growing, to wh:ch they are specially
adapted, they may have a far greater value—-

> :
18 The tnuuraf- of tha St. Lonis Exposition is in

- serious condition caused by nervous break down.

He probably attempted to make the books balance.

@, The man Powers who was implicated in the

assassination of Goverpor-eleet Goebel of Kentucky.

several years ago. and who was sentenced to death,

has been granted a new trial by the Court of Ap-

peals. He may live long anmlg'h to be acquitted.

€ Richard Canfield, ganﬂemﬂ gambler, of Sara-

. toga and New York, hwummbld to Mr Jerome's
~ campaign, and this week paid a fine of $1.000 ‘“to

protect his patrons,” who would otherwise have to

testify to visiting his gtmbﬂug resort. Eeom an-
ﬂt.her victory for the Dist.rlﬂt. Attorney

CL General Ricciotti 1:nribi1dl, the last surviving

son of the Italian Liberator, is dying, it is said.

- Like his fathm he'was a lover of fraednnm. and was

n the war of 1807 between Greece
- and Turkey. beside assisting in plans to free Cuba,

an active

and aiding in the Albanian and Hmduniau revo-
lutions.

@€ It is _ﬁtti_ng tl*at. the acquisition of the naval ’

training school should be celebrated by Lake County.

Waukegan has taken the lead, and evidently in-
tends to be the wliole show, But should not Wau-

kegan remember there are other municipalities in

Lake County, which, if not as well favdred as to

locality, still share the mmmnn joy.
_ J .
The Skeptic
Cat an’ chickens slickin’ up,
~ Geese are all -a’squawkin’;
Quail are hollerin’ “ More wet,” '

Corns are kind er talkin’;
Spider strengthenin’ his web—

S Knowin’ lettle feller:

Weather man predictin’ “ Fair” ?
Gimme my umbreller!
~Edward L. Saﬂm
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