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EIDELBERG seems rather a
tourist-ridden, hackneyed sort
of piace to be the mother of

adventures.

Nevertheless, it is there that my story

begins. 1 had been travelling on the Continent,

and came to Heidclberz to pay my duty to the

Castle, and recruit in quiet after a spell of rather

laborigus idleness at Homburg and Baden. At first

sight, ] made up my mind that the place would
bore me, and 1 came down to dinner at the hotel
looking forward only to a bad dinner and an early
bed. The room was so full that I could not get

4 table to myself, and, seeing ome occupied only

by a couple of gentlemanly looking men, I made

~for it, and took the third seat, facing one of the
Msshnﬂ, fair young man, with a little

'ﬂuhmmmhmmmmuwm

and hymg it on the table by him." 1 turned away
for a moment, then suddenly looked again and
found their eyes on me, and 1 fancied that the next
moment the eyes wandered from me to the hand-
kerchiefs. 1 happened to be carrying a red hand-
 kerchief myself, and, thinking either that something
was in the wind or perhaps that my friends were
‘having a joke at my expense (though, as [ said,

~pocket and, laying it on-the table, gazed calmly
~in front of me, my eyes naturally falling on the
fair young man, | .
 He nodded significantly to the older man, and
~held out his hand to me. I shook hande with
“him, and went through the same ceremony with
the other. ’

“Ah!" said the young man, speaking in French,
“you got her letter?” '

“And you are willing?”

- The. first maxim fur a would-be adventurer is
;;l*&ya to say “yes” to questmns A “no” is
hﬂm further ‘progress. |
:-"‘-- "Ku,” I answered. s N
Ao %1t will be made mh rmr wh:le of course,”
Iu Wwent on.

. 1 thought I oniht to ﬂ:ﬂtﬂt thftr suggestion.

“Sir,” 1 said, " you cannot possibly m&n to

suggest—-"

The young man laughed pleasantly.

“My dear fellow,” he said, “ladies have their
own ways of paying debts. 1f you don't like it—vu)"
and he shrugged his shoulders.

ORI said, smiling, “1 misunderstood you.”
"It is, of course,” said the old man, speaking
I for the first time, and in a loud whisper, “of vital

G&dim my ey:e, ‘they M W

tahnt out of his pocket a red silk handkerchief

they looked well-bred men), I took it out of my.

1 nodded. - Y | Vs
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importance that His Royal Highness’ name should

-not appear.”

This really began to be mysterious and inter-
esting. 1 nodded.

“That goes without saying,”
man. “ And you'll be ready?”

“Ready!” I said. *“Buat when?”

“Didn’t T tell you? Oh, six o'clock to-morrow
morning.” S e ! -

“That’s carly hours.”

“Well, you must, you know,” he arswered.
'ndded the old _man, “the Comtm
| | It m

said the young

““Biop!” eried the Baran
“Bravo!” said the yﬁunt man, clapp

take it the right way.”

As may. be supposed, I was rather puzzled
this time, and decidedly vexed to find 1 shot
have to be up so early. mention of
Royal Highmess and the S#M
Zo on’ hrthf p“m :.-H"* T na
for, unless it were all ‘a mad ioh, there must be
a real man—would appear in the course of  the
evening. I only hoped my new friends would, in
their tarn, take it in the right way when that hap-

pened. .
“ Have you a servant with you?” asked the young
man, as we said good-night. oA

U

Williams

knocked at my door and gave me a note.
no address.

tleman who dined with Herr Vooght and M.
Dumergue ?”

said vand said it in English).
you claim?
 OUS.

~a cup of coffee down stairs,”

a pair of horses, and drove two or three miles into

reputation.  Théy will choose pistols.”

~stupid of me uot to have caught the meaning of

PARK

Number 24.

“No,” said 1, ] am quite alone.”
“You are a paragon of prud-
ence,” he answered smiling. *“*Well, o
I'l] call you early, and we'll slip out
quietly.”
Just as 1 was ‘getting into bed, the waiter

it bore

“Is it for me?” 1 asked.

“Yes, sir,” he answered. “ You are the gen-

I supposed I was, and opeéned the note. ’
“You are gencrous and forgiving, indeed,” it
“What reward will
But do be careful. He is danger-

*‘Thr. (hmll” I cmhtmd.

llllll

“’Good mrnmg, MHﬂed the ald mn. B e, i Gl
“Now, my dear fellow,” come along. Thetta S,
said the other, whom L et
I took to be Dumergue. g Y LR a
After coffee, we got into a close carriage with |

the country; my companions said little. Dumergue
twice asked in a joking way how 1 felt, and
Vooght puzzled me yvery much by remarking
“They are bringing all the necessaries; but I
don't know what they will choose” =~ etosl
When this was said, Dumergue was humming B -
a tune. He went on for five minutes, and then
said, with a touch of scorn:
“My good Vooght, they know our fnenda

1 could not repress a start. No doubt it was

this early ew:pedltmn before, but it really never
struck me that our business might be a duel. How-

ever, so it seemed, and apparently I was one
of the p'rincipaiﬁ. Dumergue nnticed my little
start. ;

“What's the matter?” hﬂ asktd
“Do they know my name?" said 1. il
“My dear friend, could you cxpect the Barb‘n ok g g {iy

to fight with an unlmnwn man? The challem had | oo e i

to _be in your name.” Ry i T A

I lml clm-ly baen the challenger

| was

"A: fully as if T had been there,” mtwaw
and Dumergue resumed his tune. = ﬁ-,.:::;
-1 was sincerely glad that the name of my or&-
inal had been "Iﬂ for his m for swords- g .J:I-._
manship had evidently saved me from a hole in s 0
my skin, 1 was a fair hand with a pistol; but, = =




