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Melts Both Iron and Steel in Short
Order--—-Burns at Temperature

of 5,400 Degrees.

e ————

Humanity, which swelters In"a heat
of 90 degrees, and withers and dies 1f
the mercury runs up 10 or 15 degrees
higher, finds it hard to realize a hetld
of 5,400 degrees. Yet, says the Brook-
lyn Eagle, that is the heat developed |
in the combustion of thermit, & heat
which welds togetoer pileces of the
most ponderous machinery, which
makes it possible to mend iron cast
ings weighing tons, which heretofole
had to be replaced at great expemse of
labor and time; which can unite Fon
rails so perfectly that the jolting can
scarcely be seen or feit, and s rail can
be made miles long, instead of 50 or
a hundred feet at the outside.

This thermit is a compound discov-
ered by Dr. Hans Goldschmidt, of
Essen, Germany, who has been le¢
turing in this country before chemi-
cal and engineering associations on
this chemical discovery of his that is
so full of engineering possibilities; a
discovery that, unlike so many scien-
tific discoveries, is not merely inter-
esting to the sciemtist, but commer-
cially valuable in the industrial world.
The thermit is a mixture of finely |
granulated or powdered aluminum
with some metallic oxide, most fre-
quently oxide of iron. This mixture
looks mnot unlike gunpow der, or to
a housewife would suggest mixed. tea,
the lght granules being aluminum |
udthadukomo:ldootim In 'K
purning this mixture creates s tem- |
perature, as Dr. Goldschmidt ex- | Js
pressed it in a paper read at the an-
nual meeting of the American Bociety | /
of Mechanical Engineers, “about equal
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Incident of Recent Occurrence Illus-
trating French Army Discipline,
—A Grenadier’s Offense.

Although there has been complaint
of late about a growing lack of disel-
pline in the ranks of the French army,
the demoralization has not, it is b
Hevgd. progressed seriously, as tire
following incidents, coming from X
6 i ' Prench maval port, will {llustrate:
o A general holding 2 high command
made his appearance & few days ago | i
st the barracks of an infantry regl- | JSN 9. A R 1 ey
ment, ‘Which, in obedience to His or- |{85/ 3. R RIS
ders, was promptly drawn up in the | jo. S 40 A
yard, ‘Theén he explained the reason e gl S Vil
in a brief address. Fle said that as
he was walking in the town attired
in mufti on the previous day a man
selonging to the CoOrps, who was the
worse for liguor, accosted him rudely |
and asked him to stand him a drink. |
“Iet him step out of the ranks,” e |
sgoncluded.
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Immediately a bugler emerged, and, fa
saluting, said: “It is I, mon general.” | . DB PROD: o § o i i sF R ey e s gt 1]
The incident is characteristic and | Free-for-All Trob......cceee S
wpropos of it one is reminded of such | &, A L L e
an adventure which befell a certain | :
French marshal. A grenadier, who
was exasperated at = some injustice |
that had been done him, pointed his pis-
ol at him and pulled the trigger, but 1t
1id not go off. Without moving &
mlscle, the veteran cried: “Four days
in the ecélls for keeping your arms in
a bad state” The bugler's honesty
mmmlyhnafﬂhdtohemm
tenuation of his offense in the ey
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