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REMINISCENCES OF PRIMITIVE |

TIMES IN PENNSYLVANIA &

=T is dificult to con-|in that old building se I-al hnndred
ceive of anything | DOYS and girls gained theitf first knowl-

-tulge in education, and it v 8 jrr:m that
eame old school house tl' more than
as score of young men “v ot into the
Tnion army during the ¢ v/1 war, some
to win glory dnd others never o re-
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TATE.

more primitive
than some locali-
ties . in Pennsyl-

vania were prior to
for

the l.‘l"'-jl]. war, be-'tuyrn. The building v used
fore railroads wer€|church services for mai) years, and
built into Clear-|{many funerals of soldiir were held
field County, where | there. :
the writer was| At the time we write <f .a teacher
born. T'hl['.‘ Rtl_lt‘t‘l}f was not Emnln}red g0 mu ¢ because of
e L pioneers, princi- | his learning as his abilit: to wield a
- 4. pally Germans, had | whip and maintain ord The least
pushed west into Clearfield from Cen-|show of fear on the part « the teacher
ter and other counties in the famous)meant giving up his job. Behind his

full view of

jesk, lying on two nails 1
“hoicest rod

Bald Eagle valley, to where land was
the school was usually the

cheap and plentiful, and there began

eutting farms out of the vast forests. | e could find in the for: . When he
Not infrequently a young man, after |had several offenders to «oal with he
engaging himself to a country lass, | would stand them in a rov in front of
would strike out into the forest on the|Ljs desk and punish ther: all at the
western range of the Allegheny moun-|same time. Some teach¢r: were need-
tains and clear a few acres as a nucleus | jessly severe, but no doubt a great deal

in order to
One teach-
ode of rules

of sceverity was necessal )
preserve any sort of orde-
er in particular had a lon:

for his farm. build a small log house
and then return to civilization for his
bride. They usnally took the wedding

jonrney by ox team with their wagon | Lung up that it was alm impossible
loaded with the household goods their|for any child to obey. 11 epn a sneeze
parents gave them and wandered out'above a whisper would s/ ject the vie-
into the wilderness 1o build homes fﬂi'l- tim to some sort of punis 1 ient. Some

vears later that teacher - as- drowned
in a mill dam,.-and no on-* vho ever at-
tended his school shed a ° ar,

Each winter we were i ven sBveral
“spelling schools,’ and th: was the one
tright spot in school life | Sides would

themselves and their children. It was
Jargely of such industrious and frugal
people that Clearfield county was pop-
ulated. They cared- little for society
and less for fictitious show, and be-
lieved in the strictest economy and the

most incessant toil. b be chosen and one side w ¢ 1ld spell the

A brief skech of life in that com-|other down. Usually tw . »f the pret-
munity as we remember it may not be|tiest girls were named °r captains,
uninteresting to the preésent genera- asnd and naturally they yuld ch e
tion, especially in the greal West. | first the best spellers ir  the school.

Many a boy studied his | old Cobb’s

where farm life is a Iuxury, compared
speller late at night in m,:i r to get the

to what it was when the writer picked
limbs and chips in the clearing, hoed
corn and potatoes the stony hill
gide, cut grain with asickle and helped
thrash the vear's crop with a flail. It
is safe to #hy there was not a mowing
machine in the entire county until
some years after the close of the ve-
bellion. There were no riding plows,
no hay rakes and stackers, no cultiva-

slim privilege of standir | by the side
of the prettiest girl for §J few fleeting
moments at spelling sc 3.0l Then,
when the close came, tt ' boys would
range themselves outside e door and
ask permission of the g3 to walk
home with them. Many :© well mean-
ing lad came to grief in ' at way, butl
s that was backwoods - tiquette we

-

¢ look back
hat ' country
try belle is
e on earth.
; miserable,
day to raise
 to frown
sm to earth.
her country
‘orth living.
eighborhool
he corn and
» butter un-
ywung people
orn for an
written law
1an found a
gal right to

tors, except the old shovel plow, aad  knew nothing better. At
no rest at any time for the weary coun-|over our experiences Ih
try boy. He was given the poorest school we feel that a c«
seythe and expected to keep up with [ the most arbitrary crea |
his father in the clover field or meadow 'She loves to make a fel o
and at night time, when the day’s labor and will smile on him o1 ¢
in the field was aone he turned the old Lkis hopes only for a chu
grindstone for an hour to sharpen the |on him the next to dash
tools for the next day's work, cut wood, “Husking bees'’ .were
feed the cattle and horses, and do oth-|diversions that made lif
er chores before seeking rest in his The young men of a
trundle bed. The next morning he was | would be invited to husl
up by daylight and at it again. It is|the girls would make ag»
how many things Pennsyl-|til nightfall. Then the @
vania fathers can find for their boys would pair off and hus:
to do all the yvear round. In the early hour or two. It was an
gpring it was repair fences, clear a few | that every time a young
acres of timber into another field each red ear of corn he had &

year,; then came gotting the | kiss the girl by his side Of course it
ground ready for corn, pt}tu-f“'ﬂﬂ charged that many ([ the yvoung
toes and buckwheat, ther ha}'—]mpn yvelled “red ear” wh 'n they had
jng, harvesting, which wgs Ssoon 'nothing of the Kkind, an ! it was even
followed by plowing and seeding v-'iu-!thHI‘ﬂ-‘-il that some ve v pretty girls

color blind and eca ' 4 the young
I zhtly discol-
there was
ilar to pan-
Then would
ancing until
e “‘husking
nory of farm
The wake,
wival meet-
ee and barn
humdrum at

But, why enumer- | were
ate® It was one continual round of |men’s attention to only
hard work for the greater part of the ored ears. At any r
year, and tae balance of the time was;music in the corn fleld ¢
put in worrying over what was com- cakes hitting a sidewalk
ing. come a good supper and
In the early fall the migratory shoe- dayhght. Those old i
maker would put in an appearance and | he:s™” aré yet a pleisant n
“ghoe” the whele family, from mother |iife during boyhood daj:
to father down to the last baby. He | the country funeral, the
was hired by the day. our parents fur-, ings, an occasional horse
nishing the leather. During the sum-|raising made up for life :
mer shoemakers would visit the farm- | home.
ers and solicit the jobs, but they ali| There were, of cOurse

ter wheat and rye.

yther bright

asked the same price per flay, and even | pots In the life of th: ‘country boy.
then in the wilderness of Pennsylvania|One of these was a ' 1 ckleberrying
these vobblers were not averse to form- | trip” Into the mountair: in the sum-

ild join in a
iles into the
heny moun-
7 do so there
p would' be
0 watch the
the Lalance
es. ['sually
med in this
folks would
for an hour
some of the
bout hears,
d make the

mer. Several families v«
party and drive some 20 @
western range of the Al ¢
tains after berries, and t!
vet to this day. A oo
chosen, a boy or two le':
teams Juring the day, a1
would go in search of ber
about a week was con:
way. At night time the «]

¥ollowing the close of the summer's sit in a circle around a 1'r
and fall's work came three months ol | V! two and gossip, an
country school. To some this came as varns they would spin
a relief: to others it was worse than | Wildcats and ghosts wa!
drudgery on the farm. How familigr voung people crawl clos:: to their par-
to the writer, after a lapse of maty ents. No doubt many sto jes were told
years, is that old log school house | 10 see the effect it wou ¢ have on the
standing as it ¢id then in the woods, children. Baut the trip v 3 looked for-
with no farm or farm house in sight. ward to every year as a sort aof an out-
Not even a public highway passed near ; 10, & BOINE away form home cn a va-
it., but paths diverging in all directions 'Cition, and that did u-: youngsters
from that temple of learning led to set- good. : : 5,
tlements surrounding, many of the pu- Another vacation of a «Juple of days
pils walking as far as three miles cach vear was soon al!'r the frost,
through the deep snows of winter in | when we went into a fo ¢ t some miles
order to sccure an education. It was away and gathered che:tuts, hickory

ing a trust on labor. When the shoe-
maker was located with his bench and
tools cach member of the family would
4ake their turn, and there was often
great rivalry among the boys as to
who should be first. The girls- were
gemerally given preference, and it did
a brother's heart good to see the little
tots enjor their winter's E{]ﬂEWPHr while

it was new.

. | district
' seen A train of cars or heard a steam |
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mistress of his home,

E A BRIDEGROOM.

- ; I

Chauncey M. Depew United States senator from New York, although

dlmost a septuagenerian, will soon-we
Palmer. He eagerly looks forward to the

d young and beautiful Mise May
hounr when he will iastall her

' nuts and walnuts, No well rezulated

| country home considered

| supply of something to eatl u-nrnniﬂn-i

| without a bin of nuts.
ing them .each family. went
forest and gathered them.

At the time we write of the nearest |

|

!l'z.ilwny was 85 miles distant.
two-thirds of the inhabitanis ol
had up to that time never

because sawmills and “‘grist
as they were talled, were pro-
Whenever a man

= e *

| whistle,
| mills,”’
pelled by water.
needed some flonr he cant
he ghlled a “grist” and took it to the
neatest mill and had it ground, paying
in toll out of the grain for the g1inaing.
eome of those old mills were wotders
of architecture and machinery, but

ihey answered their purpose well,

in log houses, many of which are doing
gervice yet. They were Tr1oomy
warm. though not handsome. Iun time,
as the owners grew able, they weather-
boarded their houses, sometimes even
painting them, but this was unusual.
The barns were the most pretentious,
Lowever, as these were supposed to
lold all the grain and hay raised on the
farm, besides housing all the livestock
in the winter. The barns were gener-
ally built on the gidehill, with a
threshing floor on the first story, and
.nows for hay on each side, while in
the basement the ecattle, horses and
sheep were shellered.
Taken as a whole, life

in ecentral

;[n within less than half a century ago.
| ew newspapers were read then, and

' the old family Bible and the =choul
' books used hy the children. Young
men would grow to manhood without
going 30 miles from home. There was
'nothing to coax them away from
' scenes familiar to them, nothing to
tempt them to seek adventure. The
!i'ﬂh[lhilﬂﬂtﬁ werpe peaceable and law-
'abiding. There was seldom a quarrel
lend a lawsuit, and while every “tav-
yern” had its saloon attachment it was
'rare that an intoxicated man was seen.
| A drunkard then was considered a no-
| body, and were he a young man no self-
| respecting girl would speak to him.
' Moral suasion was all powerful in
i

cverything. The people were fairly
happy and prosperous, no doubt fully
a8 much so as they are since the advent
of railroads, the opening of mines and
the inauguration of vast manufactur-
ing industries.

The famous French savant. M. Ber-
thelot, has discovered _platinum in

Egypt. Examining a metal box, once
the property of an Egyptian queen in
the seventh century B .C., he found a
plate supposed to be silver. Closer ex-
amination showed that the plate is
made of an alloy of platinum and gold.
The box itself is otherwise interesting.
its sides being covered with inserip-
tions and designs in gold and silver. It
hails from Thebes. The platinum prob-
ably came from the alluvial deposits in
' the valley of the upper Nile.

Bjornstjerne Bjornson. the Norwe-
gian poet, is idolized by all Norwegians,
while Ibsen may rather be said enly to
be admired. The two men are oppo-
gites in personality, habits and tastes,
and indeed, have only one thing in
commor, the unfriendliness with which
they are regarded in Sweden.

Al least |

Nearly all the original settiers lived |

Pennsylvania was very primitive up

about all the books in the house were [

Instead of buy- | A man who marched
into the |

our |

|
'
I
I

and |

i
|
i
|

|

THE ARMY CHEST. -

its winter's | A veteran gray and wrinkled,

And seamed with sears wagr he,
ind hatiled
=sherman o { Fi qary
All day he dozed In dreamjand,

His head upon his breast,
chanced to open
army chesLl

With

|'!"||l| at he
Hiz war-waorn

']11‘-“ n ke a bhony tTroan hnr:—:l-
That hears the bugle-call b

His eve grew clear and brilliant,
His form erect and tall

The bove of “"hools il Baddles’
And battie = bload oCcrest

To him were all imprizoned
Within the army chest - »

With eareful, loving fingers
He took Its treasures out,
The flag that led the sortie,
The sword that cheeked the root,
The blanket full of creases
And memories ol Tesl
And bivouacs in the starlight,
Were in the army chest

The blouse in which a ]u.;1]1;-l
1iad burned a blackened hole,
The plume =20 bright and vellow
When- the drums began to roll,
Though from itg nodding aplender
The moth had made a resl
For many a sultry summer 3
Within the army chést,

But most of all he cherished

A ringlet soft and fne, .
A Southern- maiden gave it-

The palm-tree to the pine—
When in her home he lingered

War's not unwelcome guesi
It'g gllken sunshine glided

The dingy army chesl

Long since the brave old =oldler,
Who gloried in his scars,
Has heard the final roll-call
And musters with the stars,
But still at times I fanc)
In reglons of the blest
He vearns to rummage over
Hiz battered army chest.
—Minna Irving, In Lesli¢'s \Weekly.

The. prime minister of Holland, Dr.
Abraham Kuyper, has broken tive rec-
ord by being the first doctor of divinity
and preacher to hold that pesition. In
the British house of commons durjng
the last decade several former divines
have attained eminence. Thus, the Rt
Hon. H. A. Acland, who was a member
of the cabinet of 1892-95, is an ex-cler-
gyman of the church of England, and
gerved at one time as curator under Dr.
Creighton, the late bishop of London.

An adverse trade balance of $30,000, -
000 for the month of August does not
make a very gratifyving exhibit for the
country which has long been the leader
in international trade. To Americans
the report is instructive in that the to-
tal British purchases from this country
were valued at about £7.425,000, while
its sales were only £915,000.
words, the month's total debit balance
ig all due this country.

Arkansas has .4.749 manufacturing
establishments, with a capital of $36.-
000,000, and a yearly product of $40.-
000000 The increase in ten years is
capital, 140 per cent, estab’ishments, 131
per cent, products, 98 per cent yearly.
The wage earners number 26,501, with
a yearly payroll of $5,686.291.

Possibly the clergymen who invested
the church funds in a rubber planta-
tion with disastrous results had never
heard of that commandment “Thou

shalt not rubber.”

1 ists.

Development on # nosunt of Pe- ;

culiarities of Language- -

c . tarn ‘of Tl
Hong Kong letter: The re e g
emperor to headguarters at Pekin F‘t :

der present H.?E:l:.l 3¢ he

deal for the menﬂnn ’
is allowed to sustain his present pur

From present npmr::u:‘ M would e
gseem that he has Shat humhn

dancy in Chinese affairs,
enrolled some of thé& most nracre-:;:
gpirits here under his panner and
the ex-empress has subsided. 0
There is little doubt thal Ew:;n; =
will battle for the right it allo &
sustain his ideas. If he will maintain
his rights many of those who aTe n&-
ing reforms in !:Ihe country will
~won fo his standard. 2
His issuance of four edicts forbidding
the sale of offices and providing for the
abolition of the old style of examina-
cions based upon the reform memorials
gent to the court by Chang Chih Lung
and other southern viceroys is distinet-
ly in line with progress. The southern
viceroys seem to be thoroughly in
touch with the idea of the regeneration
of the empire and are undoubtedly
more cognizant of their responsibility
to public interests than any of the oth-

ers.
be understood that the pub- ;

It must
lic mind of China is in a crude state ,
and the policy of truthfulness does not

seem to prevail.
The provincial treasurer, Chou Fu, is

trying to arouse public sentiment by . i

means of Bible teachings in order : -

|that the masses may be dually | ' My

aroused to a sense of their respousibil- .r1 to
3 ‘ 4

- They have long since arrived at the . . H < Q

| point where they conmsider fighting .a = NS )

| dangerous and unnecessary expedient. ' i

ity.
The fact of the matter is that with all
They are naturally law-abiders. If
not harrassed by those in authority

L

.| telegraph because the language of
China is mainly inarticulate.
The common WwWords represent a

In other | Was my grandfather|and I lived with

their adherence to religious methods
the Chinese are practically materiai-
| they accept their rule with compara- b
| tive equanimity. But above all things ;
| they believe In financial purity, for
' population has so checkmated and per-
| meated the Chinese bureaucracy that
' honest officials appear to the ordinary
citizen to be an almost impossibie
roposition.
There are tremendous possibilities in
line for China if the proper control of
| affairs can be maintained. It will be
 astonighing to learn that electrical ap-
! plinnces are finding a wide use In China
| and that here are wide possibilities for
| electrical development there,
| A thousand cities and towns are
| involved in this development; thou-
| sande of miles of electric railroad will
| be bLuit and innumerable telephone .

lines are projected. The telephone sys-
| tem will have the advantage over the

pre w o T g - g S

L e

largely incomprehensible’ problem and
the effects desired can be more readily
conveyed by telephoneic communica-
tion.

The telephone facilities estabiished
between Shanghai and other interior
citieg could not be more pmprrly con-
ducted and-the lines have proved very
remunerative.

There is a great demand for telephono
facilities from all the coast towns and «
cities, for the business people are rap-
idly converging to the point of utiliza-
tion of mnovel facilities, the supersti-
tious ideas in regard to them becoming . A
~apidly dispersed. L

It would be well if national eonsider-
ation of this question could be brought
about, for the force of domestic eacon- ¢
omy in China wil have to be one of the
first questions considered.

MALCOLM J. GRAHAM.

A CASE OF CONSCIENCE.

After all there is considerable con-
grience among the people of this coun-
try. Sometimes we get up against men
who do not show even a symptom of
conscience, but the cases are rare. A
' little romanee comes from the states of
ftndiuna and Colorado, that shows how
|soft as velvet a man's conscience ecan
| become if he stops in the mad race for
dollare to ask forgiveness for the
wrongs he committed many years ago
A resident of Colorado sent the follow-
ing manly letter to an Indiana farmer
he did not treat right over 30 yeara :
REO:

. 1 gsend this asking pardon for th|

|damage | and Lige Baty did you in tear-

ing up your spring to get boards to

‘gewim on. | supposed it was a sead bed
isettlml in the sand. It has been ove;! 8
|30 years ago. | want to make every o R
,thing straight here below, so when my! ‘
case comes before Christ in judgemen !
|T will not be found wanting, I am try-
|ing to lead a different life. If we lose
;the hereafter this life don't amount to
imuch. Please drop me a line and Jet
| me hear in regard this matter, so |
‘can know it is setgfed. Perhaps you
won't remember me)\ James Chambers

[T PR

-
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him four years.

. The farmer says he
| gotten the incident ref
'80 impressed with the
the writer that he not only
gave him but highly commended hl-
courage and manliness. After all th -
lare r:iun:r pnplh ¢ with co e
¥ou do not have to go among the {

| n m‘
mensely rich to find ..H‘ﬂf them ﬂth'r'

tirely for- -4
to, but whas B

Dr. F. W. Trun-, head l'-'lll‘l. at
department of biology, hllu;lf :M
pointed to ‘represent the Bmlthlnnip‘
Institution and the National Hn-!:n
nnthelmlrdtuummprtpnreﬂ?;

United States govern
the St. Louis h‘i: ment exhibit for




