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" roads.

000 given to the states; and as soon

- work goes on.—Cleveland uyeling Gt-l
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PMCTI&? ROAD PLAR.

A Suggestion for Obtaining National
Ald That Is Neither Visionary
Nor Unreasconable.

The state aid laws of New Jersey,
Maryland, Massachusetts and New
York, which provide that the whole
commonwealth shall bear from one-
quarter to three-fourths of the ex-

pense of all highway improvement and
that the rest shall be borne by the

treeholders in equal proportion. and
the counties in which the work is
done, have proved very successful and
popular, so that now these stales are
noted for the many miles of excellent
highways they possess. Other states
may well follow the example.

If, now, a similar plan for national
aid in road building were proposed, it
should stand a good chance of being
adopted. Suppose, for instance, & bill
were introduced in congress providing
that the gemeral government bear
one-quarter of the amount expended
by each state or territory in building
¢ity streets and country highways
that conform to specifications ap-
proved by a government colnmission
and that are built according to the
recommendation and approval of state
and territorial highway commissions.
Such a measure would, very likely, be
enacted into a law, after the usual
amount of opposition from contrary
interests that is always manifested to-
wards bills involving the appropria
tion of large amounts of public funds.

The offer of the government to
stand one-quarter of the cost of high-
way improvement in every city and
state would be a powerful stimulus
to every community to improve its
streets and wagon roads. In order
to obtain the 25 per cent. from the
government it would be necessary for
each state or territory to have a high-
way commission whose dutiés it would
be to determine which roads should
be improved, where new ones should
be built and perhaps actually to do
the work with hired gangs of men
or to let contracts to local eounstruc-
tors. This would systematize the
work and open a way to have the
most important roads improved first
and all the work done on a definite
plan. The remaining three-quarters
of the cost could be divided aceord-
ing to the law of each state among
the counties and the abutting 'Ianﬂl

owners on the roads improved. A cen- pa

T —

tral bureau to be established in Wash-
ington, or the présent burean of road
inquiry, should be required to draw
up standard specifications for the
construction of roads from all the
different kinds of paving materials
in order that when the roads are
built they will be really good ones
that wil not be in constant need of
repair and so that the states cannot |
demand from the government any
money for the system of “working
out” road taxes on the common dirt

If every one of our 50 states and
territories did $2,000,000 worth of road |
building and repairing annually, un- |
der such a law, the government would

have to pay only $25.000,000 of this,

* which is not an excessive amount COM= !

pared with the many millions annual-
ly expended by the government upon |
river and harbor improvements and
canal work. _

The government experts have care-
fully estimated from statistics gath- |
ered from all parts of the country
that the fgrming, mining, manufac-
turing and commercial interests of |
the United States sustain an annual

lusnduatuh;dmads,inthanpﬂ‘

mentioned; above, of not less than
$600,000,000 annually. Spending $100,= |
000,000 a year on road building an
repairing, it would take the country

six years to spend an amount equal to Fou

one year's losses, and, supposing that
with the repairs on existing roads and
the construction of new ones every
mile of new road cost $5,000, we should
have 20,008 miles of new macadam
road of the best kind in the country |
each year, or 120,000 miles in the six
years, equal to an average of 2,400
miles for each state and territory,’
which would have reduced the losses

paid the whole cost of the work.

As soon as we have built an average
of one mile of first-class road for |
every 24 miles of bad road now e:—.i
isting, we will annually save enough
from the losses above mentioned to

equal the government ‘aid of $25,000,

so much that the saving would -hu.ﬂT

as every mile in six of our bad roads |
of to-day is made into a hard, smooth

stone or gravel turnpike the annual | P

saving will equal the annual total ex-
penditure .of $100,000,000 by all the
states and the government e¢ombi ned,
so that from that time on we may

{s not only costing us nothing, but l.i
actnally saving us more moOney as the

zette,

Reapeet Their Idols.
While repairing a temple, the Chi-
pese cover up the eyes of the idols,
in order that the deities may not be |

.oﬂmdﬂﬁltthaiightu!mw.

planation is simple enough. "ngland,
being the richest country in '~ & world,
her credit stands high, and e is able

‘to raise vast sums at a mo1 | nt's no-

war it is telerably certain i
be spent. .

' Mrs. Dedrick, and from Samuel Warm-

) = - =

Laid Up for Times
Strife. ¥

i

A source of amazement to co i inental
politicians is the facility wi’ whieb
Great Britain obtains the m aey to |
carry on the South African c (mipaign.

| NATIONS HAVE WAR C  ESTS. |ing to Jetters recelved the divisions in-
; o .3 7 i.;{tended to push northward from Fort
Vast Sums in EHuropean T | asuries Conger. | "

" _. ﬂl-'i?l-tl'r for Sheep.
A shepherd of New South Wales has
tried dentistry for' sheep with great

suceess, - He had a valuable ram which

found ‘great dificulty in masticating
its food owing to the loss of teeth.

Even our severest critics ack® owleige | Artificial teeth were inserted which

that in no other country ciuld the 4

anabled the animal to masticate ite

many millions already voted have been | fodder, -

obtained so readily. |
This is all the more wonlcrful to
them when they remember that in the
sense they understand it Enziand has
no war chest to fall back upor . The ex-

tice, says the London Daily N E .

The case is different in Fra: g, where
they have something like i%é.ﬂﬂﬂ.ﬂﬂﬁ
worth of gold and £ 50,000,00 _ih’nrth of
silver ready for war time, T Austro-
Hungarian bank possesses I.l'iM ut £30,-
000,000 for a like purpose, v le Ger-
many clings to the «1-1{1-:&:,51:';;1 ned sys-
tem of maintaining an actual ;rg;'ar chest,
containing &£ 6,000,000, at thy fortress
of Spandau, It is'also estini ted that
Russia has ready at least £ 710,000,000,

Financially, Europe is prepared for
the day that pessimistiec prcvhets say
is drawing nigh—the day when .wild
war shall run riot throughott the east-
ern hemisphere. There is atl:ast £155;
000,000 waiting for the time ‘when the
war clouds shall gather, and i1 a great
vould all

CROWDING INTO THE' [ITIES.

¢
Rural Districts in Englanc i&rn Rap-
{dly Being Forsaker by
| the People. |

The depopulation of the
tricts of England is beginni
serious concern to the gojernment.
From statisties recently col ated it is
learned that in 1801 Eﬁ_pera} ent. of the
population lived in towns nf 1,000 in-
habitants and upward, wheyéas in 1891
G4 per cent. of the populatio ‘nhabited
towns exceeding 4,000 in 1 opulation,
The rural population in 1891 on 31,577,
000 acres was only 5,534,000 } ~sonsoul
»f a'total population of 20, 2,523, It
will be seen from: these latif : figures,
says a London exchange, th 1less than
one-fifth of the whole peopl¢ [ ve in the
country and are engaged in 4 ral occu-
tions. Lord Avebury, in cojmenting

upon these figures, ascribe the de-
crease of rural population to fhe failure
of the country schoolsto fos: | - interest
in country life and objects. ".here have

been other causes at work however.
The great development in the nleasures
and recreations of town life, the in-
creased interest/in polities, a ziicultural
depression, miserable labor wages and’

last, but perhaps not leas . the local
tyranny of squir d parso 1. have con-
tributed to this result. It = perhaps
yet to be seen wheyher the d v elopment
of loeal governngent will h e the de-
sirable effect of making ¢ ntry life

more interesting and tolera|: e.
HAY IN ROUND B .ES.

Occuplens
Are

Packed in This Shape ¥
Less Space’ and The !
Other Advantag:

| ——

Hay as well as cotton is p § up nowa-
days in cylindrical bales,” £ standard
round hay bale being 18 in¢ '/ § in diam-
eter and 36 inches in leng ". Sueh a |
bale packed at the  press e under
which it would be put up f | domestic
nse would weigh about 200 .ounds; as
cked for export such a | ale would
contain about 275 pounds . There is
put up for army use a bale hﬁ the same

4 | diameter, but only 18 inche! | in length, |

which contains approxirjntely 140
nds of hay. g T ik
In the cylindrical bale a jir_en quan-
tity of hay is got into less t©
space that it would occupy ¥n a square
bale:; and there are assertec orit other
advantages, including freedom from
mold, preservation of th: sweetness

n half the |

of the hay and greatly redu id combus-
tibility. o

Thousands of tons of bov in eylin-
drical bales have been shied to the

rica. &

LETTERS _FROM P (ARY.

Were Addressed to H' | Wife

-

Letters from Peary, the arctic ex-
lorer, for his wife and m_ther, who
died recently, were receiv

| Ameriean ar in the ailippines, |
and large quangities of i* pave been
used by the Brifish army ' |South Af- |

tel

' tions of the 16,000 acres, will be an-

Were Written In llm.‘: Last and
I

|
and Mother, i t
i
|

day. They were accomparied by oth-
ers from Dr. Dedrick, his surgeon, for

bath, the members of the Stein party,

| who is remaining for a second year at

Cape Sabine, for his wife in Malden,
Mass., and his mother, n Russian
Poland. Nomne of the let! s contains
any news, The one from - ary is dat-
od March 2, 1900, and is fro | Cape @'Ur-
ville. Grinnell Land. It & s that di-
visions of his party had sta | ed for Fort

The latest word .%nm Peary,
dated March 31, which has'{ready been
published, reported that t e divisions
had all arrived at Fort Con: 'r. Accord-

|

Giving Ald to Swiss Foor.
In some Swiss vineyards nearly the
whole harvest was left last wonth to
the poor of the neighborhood.

WAS A BORN FIGHTER.

Prince Christian Vietor Did Not Pre-
sume on His Being of
Royal Blood.

The grandson of Queen Vietoria,
Prince Christian Vietor, who died of
fever in South Africa a few weeks ago,
was a soldier born, who owed nothing
to rank, but obtained his advance in
recognition of his military ability. He
knew everything about Tommy Atkins,
from the enlisting fees down to the
canteen extortions, which he labbred
to abelish. In his room at Winchester
might be found nearly double the num-
ber of books on tactics and drill usunally
found in an officer’'s quarters, and the
majority were well thumbed. But he
was no prig. He enjoyed every hour
of his life, except that he was much
hampered by insufficient private means.
and his brother officers and his men
simply idolized him, says a London
paper. :

He once told Lord Wolseley that the
only advantage he ever derived from
his roval rank was that it always gol
him accepted when he volunteered for
active service, In the last ten years he
served in six campaigns—a rare rec
ord—and he constantly obtained de-
served recognition for valor. Somehow,
commanding officers never felt ham-
pered when they had him under their
command, as was too often the case
when a royal prinee insisted on seeing
a bit of fighting.  Prince Christian Vie-
tor was simply the smartest officer in
the king's roval rifles and a rattling
stafl officer. As son, as brother, as offi-
cer, as sportsman, as an Englishman he
was honorable and honored.

{ QUEER SIAMESE MUSIC.

An Octave Which Differs from Our
Own and Has Seven Equal
Intervals,

Profs, Stump and Neesen, of the
Berlin university, have concluded some
interesting -experiments regarding the
peculiarities. of Siamese music, says
the Scientific American. The Siamese
musical octave differs from our own
in the fact that it comprises seven
equal intervals. The sounds, though
perfecfly harmonious, are somewhat
curious. While the Slamese ecourt
troupe was at the zoological gardens

in Beriin these two professors ‘de-.

cided to record these musical tones

in their natural sound to such exacti-,

tude that the faintest variations
might be clearly defined. In the
earlier experiments the ordinary pho-
nograph was employed, but was
proved to be unsatisfactory, owing to
the unpleasant constant rasping re-
productions which always accompany
phonographic reproductions and which
in this case destroyed the distinet-
ness of the sounds. A telephonograph
was then employed and the resuits
were all that could be desired. By
means of wuis apparatus the sounds
are so clear and the graduations so
faithfully recorded that it is a diffi-
cult matter ta distinguish petween the
actual recital by the troupe and ita
telephonographic reproduction.

Searchlights on the Ramnech,

Even the western cowboy has come
under the spell of the electric power,
and & ranch in Lower California and
Mexico is to utilize a local water pow-
er for the generation of electricity,
for lighting, harvesting. pumping. ete.
The chief innovation will be the use
of searchlights on [the mountaine
overlooking the ranch to prevent ecat-
tle raids. The operator of each light
will be suitably armed with long-
range weapons and provided with a
signal code by which he can flash in-
fo on to the other watchers. A
one system, embracing all por-

other convenient method of raising an
alarm.

" A VALUABLE REPUTATION.

the other gie Had Been Lying for Twenty Years

and Had Made a Name for
Himself. +3

“A business matter took me out
west last fall,” said the well-known at-
torney, whowas in a reminiscent mood,
pelates the Detroit Free Press, “and
1 took advantiage of the opportunity
to make a trip into the mountains for a
week’s hunting. 1 hired an old man

" to act as a guide and do the cooking,

and I enjoyed myself to the utmost.
The mountains were full of big game,
but the state had lately passed a law
prohibiting the killing of deer, which
was particularly aggravating, as we

‘1yin’ fer 20 years about never havin®

less T am ret

and I found it
from shooting at the deer that pres
ed themselves as if they knew that the
were free fron} danger. But along to-
ward the last our meat ran out, and I
told the old man that we would have
10 have some fresh meat even if we had

to kill a deep. He agreed with me, and i
it wasn't ten minutes later that a deer |

sprang up ahead of us. I wasn't pre-
pared for him, but the guide was, and |
he made a clean miss, much to his dis-
gust, That was the last deer that we
saw, and we returned without haying
broken the law. But no soomer had we
arrived at the point where we had
started from than the old man was ar-
rested for killing a deer, and I took it
upon myself to defend him, as Ih"f
him to be innocent. T took the stand
in his behalf, and thinking it}
best to make a clean breast of the mat-
ter. | ‘admitted that he had shot at
a deer, but missed him. Then I put

the old man on the stand to ecor-|

roborate my testimony.

“*You admit having shot
deer? sald I, when the old man took
the stand. ,

“ “Thet’'s what!' he answered.

‘:I'And you missed him?' I contin-
ued.

“No, siree!” he shouted.
him, b'geel’

“That took the wind out of my sails
and 1 collapsed, the result being that
thie old man was fined $25.

“After the-trial T took him aside
and asked him what he meant by
swearing to a lie and eonvicting him-
self,

“sSee hvar,” he answered, ‘T've bin

T killed

missed a deer ‘thet I shot at, an’ ye
don't think thet I would ruin my rep-
utation fer $25 do ye?"

MAINE’S CANNING INDUSTRY.

One Hundred and Seveniy-Five Fae-
tories That Pay $1,400,000 a
Year in Wages.

According to the report of ‘Eun..

8, W. Mathews, state industrial and
labor sommissioner, the Pine Tree
state is the champion saraine canning
community of the country and is third
on the list of states that can sweet
corn. In fact, Maine is the only
state engaged in the industry of put-
ting up small herring and other suit-
able fish as sardines. There are about
175 canning factories ‘'within its bor-
ders. the valne of which is about|
$1.214.900, and give employment .to
15,000 operatives, The amount of
wages paid in 1809 was about ll.m.-l
000: to the farmers for corn, $331,000,
and the value of the entire output
of all the factories was $5,206,080 dur-
ing the year, quotes the New York
Sun,

Over ‘11,000 acres were planted to
gweet corn in 1599, The canning of
clams, blueberries, apples, beans,
gquash, pumpkin and small fruits
seems to be on the increase, accord-
ing to Mr. Mathews' report, and he
does not see any good re why
the industry should not increase
largely in the packing of these arti-
cles. He also says that it appears to
be generally conceded that the corn,
apples and berries of Maine are su-
‘perior in quality to t..e same products
in other states, owing, donbtless, to
climatiec conditions. In every kind of
canning men, women and children are
paid remunerative wages, and the
canning factories give to many poor
families their only opportunity for
earning money.

WILL LAST TWENTY YEARS.

Durability of a New Kind of Cleth te
Be Manufactured by Mills
in England. :

If the plans of certain English capi-
tulists do not misearry it will be
possible ere long for the economical
parent to purchase a suit of clothes
which may be passed along among his
sons for the fifth of a century, says
the Chi Chronicle. Mills are now
being buil} in England for the manu-
facture -of \this kind of long-wearing
material, ch c¢an be turned out
in almost any color wanted. Think
of getting a suit of clothes that will
last for 20 years; that will cost only
a third more than a suit costs now,
and that will be absolutely water-
proof without appearing to be so.
Revolutionize is rather an overworked
word, but it fits this case exactly.
Instead of singing: “Papa's pants
will soon fit Johnnie,” the refrain will
run: “Johnmie soon will wear pa's
pants,” for when pa once begins to
wenr these extremely useful articles |

er's skirts. Instead of cu down
the garments for the girl the moth-
er wilF wear them for a gemeration or
go and then turn them over to
daughter. .

1 0il from the '
Eight million gullons of rock oil are
pumped each year from under the bed

ot the Pavific ocesa. : '

at th.l :

come from one of two

blood working out or an ingrowing ex-
cess of senatorial dignity.” .

Senator Hale, who in a general way
has hitherto been looked upon as an
exemplar of what is proper in male
attire. horrified his colleagues the
other afternoon by appearing among
them wearing a high hat and a short
coat—a combination supposed to be
permissible only on the East side of
New York.

It is not generally known, perhaps,
that Senator Pettigrew, of South Da-
kota. has a son who has’been fighting

with the Boers. He is a lad of 20.

years of age, who joined some 400 vol-
unteers for service in the Transvaal.
They were driven into Portuguese ter-

Dutch government paid their passage
honie.

ALL SORTS.

The area of tea culture in India at the
end of 1899 was over 516,700 acres,

The bones of an average man’s skel-
ston weigh 20 pounds. Those of a
woman are probably six pounds lighter.

Gout is rarely known among the
‘working classes of Ireland. Their im-
munity is thought to be due to the fact

that their food consists lurgely of po-

tatoes. P .
Honorary rank in the army is mot

new 10 women of royalty, but it is in-

teresting to learn that a woman has
been raised to the rank of general for
personal service and merit. Du the
campaign in the Philippines Gen. Ageja
won & commission ip the revolutionary
army. organized a foree of 2,000 men
and led them in a number of actions
against the Spaniards.

Joseph 6. Lang hypnotizes by tele-
phone. His friends doubted his ability
and called for a demonstration, which
yen in the presence of “a leading

was gi

physician, whose dignity compels him

{0 withhold his name.” Lang's subjects
were at a receiver three miles away.
He first of all got them under control,
and then ordered his subjects to make
political speeches, to dance and to do
various other feats. They obeyed him.

When he woke them up they declared

*hat they had felt nothing different
from their experiences when Lang had
hypuotized them before in the usual

way. _
WHAT THE WORKERS TELL US.

Maine bas 175 factories in which fish
and vegetables are canned.

In 1890 the mineral production of
the United States amounted to $618,
000,000 and in 1599 to $076,000,000.
gum wood is now

street paving purposes,

The Danes export the best and high-
est priced butter in the world, and
for their owm use buy cheap butter
from the Umited States.

Boston s the headquarters of the
copper-mining business of the United
States, and makes a tidy profit on it
The Boston copper companies paid
$23,383,100 in dividends in 1900.

The pulpy mass ecalled begasse,
which is left after the sugar cane has
been crushed and squeezed dry of
its saccharine matter, and formerly

ritorv and there disarmed and ﬂ“‘

_AMh
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