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Publlc __‘Ilgprovement ol Streets in
' Higbhland Park.

The sentiment is ateadily" g'rowing*

throughout the country at large that

the modern method of improving

streets by special assessments pretty
- generally works against economy and

against public welfare, if indeed it

" does not generally work gross injus-

tice.  The very fact that the legis-
lature two years ago radically curb-

wer of courdeils in
the matter of street improvements is

evidence that the public sentiment,
slow aB it always is to move, is satis-

fied that the old system was rong,
il not wholly; at least in ;La‘i\Far

instance, was there any justice in
making the property ownersopposite

~ the depot pay wholly for the brick

paving of that street when it was
clearly for the general good of every

benefit aceruing from the improve

ment of that street goes to the prop-
~erty owners on the street? Unques-
~tionably the Chicago & Northwestern

road were benefitted by the improve-

ment, and yet they were assessed a
‘. great deal less than half while bene-

fitted, no doubt, vastly more in pro-

~ pertion than the property owners on

the other side. We venture to say
that there is not a citizen in High-

to be very fair.

Higbland Park? Can it be

.another time.
for a moment claimed that all the

we believe we are, then it is desira-
ble to change the policy of pav-

land Park mcuatomod to take the

trains, who is selfish enough to deny
- Jhat the public in justice ought to
bave paid part of that improvement.

Someé years ago an assessment was
spread over a large part of the city
to cover the cost of building a bridge
It is true, it was not enforced, and
the bridge was built at public ex.
pense. There is precisely the same
priveiple involved in the ecase of
streets, though it might not be on
the face of it quite so evident, but
the streets are uséd by the whole

_public just us much as a bridge

used by the publie.

The law in Michigan on this point
by which improvements are paid
wholly or in part, as the eouncil may
direet, out of the general fund seems
To illustrate: The
general taxation in our opinion,ought
to have been respousible for at least
oune half or thrée-fourths of the im.-
provement on St Johns from Laurel
avenue to Central.
from the Center further and further
out towards the rural portiofis then it
might be argued that the general
taxation should pay less and less,and
the city council would be the author-

ity to decide. When you have reach-

ed the outskirts and property own-
ers want to have streets paved for
the sake of opening up “unimproved
property and Jplacing it advantage-
ously upon the market, theq, if neces-
sary, they should pay tha whola 9x-
pense of improving, X

If not perfectly apparaat it can

_'Iba easily shown that the special

assessment method is an extravagant
one; saddling upon the property
owners a cost from 20 to 30 per cent
more than it need cost the city to do
it. .~ But of this - we shall speak at
If we are right, and

ing our . public streets by spe-
cial assessment wholly, to a plan
wheréby at least a reasonable part

shall be paid outof general taxation.
That done and the improvement of

our public streets would go on at a
much more rapid rate and in the end

he chieaper for all concerned. It may
be claimed that the public would not

stand the taxation. Then there is

As streets radiate.

no reason why the bmperty owners
on a given street should stand it un-
less they volunteer to do so, and if
they volunteer then the city should
allow them the privilege of paving
it in their own way, subject to such
control as would prevent them from
endangering the public welfare.

At the last maating of the council,
held on the}26th, the wmayor called
two of the members of the council
to order on the ground that they
were discussing a motion t:}lio on
the table,” lrhiah 18 not a débatable
question. In doing so the mayor
did what was plainly his duty, and
not only did his duty, but did it in
a very graceful and’ affable manner.
But what did puzzle us a little was
that he should immediately have al-
lowed a motion “to amend” be acted
upon, for a motion to lie on the table
is not subject to amendment; and
what surprised us still more was
that an ex-alderman, one who had no
earthly right to the floor or to take
part in the discussion of ahy ques-,
tion, debatable or non-debatable,
without the consent of the couneil,
should be allowed to discuss the
very question when two members of
the council had been called to order,
and appropriately so, for doing it.
Not only that, but for the ex alder-
man of the Third ward to thrust
himself upon the council was notori-
ously an insult even to his own fol-
lowing in that body;. for it assumed
they had not brains- enough to know

~what to do and what to say without

his advice. But then we suppose
the ex-alderman gets little chance
any more to talk, except when there
is a meeting of the city council, and
he has been so: long acustomed to
tickle himself with the sound of his
own voice that we presume he feels
lonesome unless he can hear himself
at least once in a while.
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One of our aldermen at the last

meeting of the council, in advocat-

ing the filter, made the remark
that “there is a nigger in the wood-
pile somewhere.” Quite possibly
the alderman is correct, and allow us
to remind him that  that is just what
the public is afraid of. There are




